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ADVERTISEMENT, 


T HE Speeches of Mr. Wilkes in 
the Houſe of Commons are here con- 
tinued to the end of the laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament. I have collected them, like 
the former, from news-papers and oral 
tradition. I think no apology neceffary 
either to the public, or to that gentle- 
man, for the freedom which I have 
uſed in the notes with ſome characters 
of high rank and dignity. Truth ought 
to be preferred to every motive and 
conſideration. 


Adminiſtration appear ſyſtematically 
to treat the Houſe of Commons with 
contempt. They ſuffered the Lords in 
the laſt Seſſion to have the communica- 
tion of two important papers, Lord 
Howe's letter to Lord George Germaine, 
dated Sept. 20, 1776, and likewiſe ano- 


ther letter from Lord Howe and his 
A 2 brother 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


brother to the ſame ſecretary, dated 
Nov. 30, 1776, both which were re- 
fuſed to the repreſentatives of the 
people. They have ſince been given 
to the public. Mr. Wilkes moved for 
the Pro s of the marriages of the King” J 
brothers, of which the Houſe of Peers 
were in poſſeſſion, The motion was re- 
ceived very unfavourably by admini- 
ſtration, but as the ſubject is highly in- 
tereſting to every Engliſhman, they are 
now firſt printed with great care and 
fidelity i in the Appendix. 
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London, July 14, 
1778. 
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Houſe of Commons. 


Vores of Nov. 20, 1777. 


Reſolved, 


Tu AT an humble Addreſs be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, to return his Ma- 
jeſty the thanks of this Houſe, for his moſt 
gracious ſpeech from the Throne. To aſ- 
ſure his Majeſty, that we take a ſincere 
part in the confidence which his Majeſty 
expreſſcs, that the conduct and courage of 
his officers, and the ſpirit and intrepidity 
of his forces, both by ſca and land, will, 
under the divine providence, be attended 


with important ſucceſs— That we learn 


with much ſatisfaction, that his Majeity is 
for that purpoſe purſuing the proper mea- 
ſures, for keeping his land forces com- 
plete to their preſent eſtabliſhment; and 
that, whenever his Majeſty ſhall be pleaſ- 
ed to communicate to this Houſe any new 


engagements, which he may have entered 
A 3 „ into 
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ET 


into for increaſing his military force, we 
will take the ſame into our conſideration; 
and we truſt his Majeſty will not be diſ- 
pointed in the gracious ſentiments, which 
he entertains of the zeal and public ſpirit 
of his faithful Commons, &c, &c. 


The following amendment was moved by 


Lord Granby, and ſeconded by Lord John 
Cavendiſh, «+ That this Houle does moſt 
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humbly adviſe and ſupplicate his Majeſty 
to be pleaſed to cauſe the moſt ſpeedy and 
eftetual meaſures to be taken, for reſtoring 
peace in America, and that no time may 


be Joſt in propoſing an immediate ceſſution of 


arms there; in order to the opening of a 
treaty for the final ſettlement of the tran- 
quillity of tzoie invaluable provinces, by 
a removal of the unhappy cauſes of this 
ruinous civil war, and by a juſt and ade- 
quate ſecurity againſt the return of the 
like calamities, in times to come, And 
this Houſe deſire to oſter the molt dutiful 
aſſurances to his Majeſty, that they will, 
in due time, chearfully co-operate with 
the magnanimity and tender goodneſs of 
his Majeſty, for the preſervation of his 
people, by ſuch explicit and moſt ſolemn 

| “% declatations, 
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* declarations, and proviſions of fundamental 
* and irrevocable laws, as may be judged ne- 
« ceflary for aſcertaining and fixing for ever, 
e the reſpective rights of Great Britain and 
« her Colonies.” | 


Mr. Wilkes ſaid, 


Mr, Speaker, 

By the eſtabliſhed doctrine of Parliament, 
I am authorized to conſider the firſt day of a 
new Seſſion as peculiarly the day of the Mi- 
niſter, perhaps more peculiarly ſo than even 
the important day towards the cloſe of the 
Seſſion, which is regarded as the day of his 
triumph, and called his opening the Budget. 
On that day the Miniſter ſubmits to the 
Houle his ſtate of the finances of this king- 
dom, an account of the various ſums voted 
during the Seſſion, the ways and means he 
propoſes of railing the ſupply, the certain 
and probable expences of the year, and in 
general the revenues and reſources of the 
empire, This firſt day of a Seffion 1s ſtill 
more intereſting, and holds forth more im- 
portant matter to our conſideration. The 
Seſſion is regularly opened by a ſpeech from 
the Throne, but, although pronounced by 
A 4 the: 
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the King, it is parliamentary language al- 
ways to ſtile it the ſpeech of the Miniſter, 
that in a fair and full diſcuſſion of it the ſa- 
ered name of Majeſty may not be made uſe of 
to controul or check that freedom of debate, 
which is the eſſence, and conſtitutes the 
great dignity, of an Engliſh Houſe of Com- 
mons. The Miniſter, ſir, then in the ſpeech 
gives us a general view of our ſituation both 
at home and abroad, the probability of the 
continuanee of war or peace, the ſtate of fo- 
reign powers, ſo far as they are likely to af 
feet this Empire; and in ſhort whatever has 
a relation to our internal fecurity, or foreign 
connections with the allies of the crown, 
But, fir, this is only the Miniſter's coup d"oeil 
of the kingdom ; his declaration of what he 
thinks the actual ſituation of publick affairs. 
It is a kind of miniſterial chart, which this 
Houſe may adopt, or reject, at pleaſure, and 
purſue the ſame, or a courſe directly oppolite, 
I thought it neceſſary, fir, to premiſe this be- 
fore I go into the examination of the paper 
on our table, and I ſhall not ſcruple to avail 
myſelf of the right I claim as one of the re- 
preſentatives of the people, to treat that pro- 
duction as containing merely a ſketch of the 
Miniſter's ſentiments, as the ſubſtance of the 
political 
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political creed, which he wiſhes to be re- 
ceived by the nation, 

The ſpeech, fir, in my idea, clearly con- 
veys to this Houſe a firm reſolution to con- 
tinue this unnatural, unjuſt, and barbarous 
war to our utter deſtruction. It breathes a 
fpirit of unrelenting rage, cruelty and car- 
nage, a ſavage thirſt of blood, Yet the tor- 
rents of blood already ſhed, and the prodigi- 
ous waſte of national treaſure, have hitherto 
been followed with no ſignal or fplendid ſuc- 
ceſſes. In the third year of the war nothing 
deciſive has happened, We are ſtill bleeding 
at every vein to ſupport this American con- 
teſt, and I fee no probability of a near and 
final period. We cannot but obſerve in the 
declaration of the Miniſter, that perſever- 
ance in error, that fatal obſtinacy in the pur- 
ſuance of this miichievous plan, which muſt 
end in the ruin of our country, and the com- 
plete eſtabliſhment of another potent empire 
from the fragments of the Britiſh monarchy, 
Scarcely a faint gleam of hope dawns upon us, 
Miniſters ſeem determined to ruſh on to. 1724+ 
ginary conqueſt, to certain irretrievable ruin; 
for if the war ſhould be continued on the 
preſent wild and expenſive plan, it will ef- 

| ſectually 
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ſectually bankrupt the nation. We are told, 
fir, in the ſpeech, that the Miniſter nas © a 
„ juſt confidence that the conduct and cou- 
te rage of our officers, and the ſpirit and in- 
« trepidity of our forces, both by ſea and 
&« land, will be attended with important ſuc- 
% ceſs.” The high ſpirit and courage of 
Engliſhmen has never been doubted, Would 
to God, fir, they were at this time exerted. 
in a good caule, in a juſt and righteous quar- 
re] ! But, fir, to this hour we know of no 
amportant ſucceſs. We have ſcarcely a certain- 
ty of one favourable event of this year's cam= 
paign. Even the Miniſters tremble for the 
condition of General Rurgoyne, I will how- 
ever ſuppoſe, that every advantage, which the 
moſt ſanguine friend of adminiſtration has 
propagated without proof, is at laſt authen- 
ticated, that Philadelphia is taken, and the 
army under General Waſhington totally de- 
feated. Let us recollect, fir, what paſſed 
after Boſton was taken by the Britiſh forces. 
Our general was ſoon beſieged in that capital 
of New England, ignominiouſly cooped up 
there many months with twenty regiments, and 

at laſt driven from thence. I know the colouring 
given to this retreat by the court party among 
us, and have been nauſeated with the capt 


terms 
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terms of our Generals changing their quarters, 
and ſbiſting their poſition ; but I know like- 
wiſe that their artillery and ſtores were left 
behind. All the military men of this coun- 
try now confeſs that the retreat of General 
Howe from Boſton was an abſolute flight. 
J believe it was as much ſo, as that of Ma- 
homet from Mecca. Should Philadelphia be 
taken, we have indeed one more American 
town.in our poſſeſſion, if it is not reduced to 
aſhes by us, like ſeveral other towns and vil- 
lages. Shall we be able to * keep Philadelphia 
longer than we did Boſton ? Will not expe- 
rience warrant me to ſuſpect, that before the 
winter 1s over, we ſhall hear of General 
Howe's being beſieged in Philadelphia, and 
at laſt retiring from thence with the Joſs of 
his heavy cannon, and warlike ſtores, as he 

did 


— 


* « Purſuant to his Majeſty's inſtructions, I evacu- 
«ated Philadelphia on the 18th of June, at three 
o'clock in the morning. 

Sir Henry Clinton's letter in the London Gazette 


Extraordinary of Aug. 24, 1778. 


« Lord Cornwallis with the Britiſh grenadicrs, and 
te two battalions of Heſſian grenadiers, took poſſeſſion 
of Philadelphia the next morning.“ [Sept. 6, r777.] 
London Gazette Extraordinary of Dec. 2, 1777, 
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did from Boſton? The object af the laft 
year's campaign was the conqueſt of the two 
Jerſeys. It ſucceeded. This year our troops 
have been obliged to evacuate bath the Jer- 
ſeys, which are lately declared to be aut of 
the King's peace, I will likewiſe ſuppoſe, fir, 
that the report of General Waſhington's de- 
feat is confirmed, and the total diſperſion of 
that army, I remember about a month be- 
fore the affair of Trenton, the army of Ge- 
neral Waſhington had ſo entirely melted 
away, that he had not five hundred men under 
his command, yet the proſpect of ſucceſs 
againſt the German mercenaries there gave 
him, at a critical moment, a ſmall but ſpi- 
rited army; and the juſt vengeance of Ame- 
rica proved fatal to almoſt the whole body 
of Heſſians at Trenton. Admitting that Ge- 
neral Waſhington has ſuffered a ſevere check, 
will he not be able to recruit from an im- 
menſe tract ef country devoted to his cauſe 
and perſon? Still, fir, two other Provincial 
armies, in no ſmall degree formidable, ſub- 
ſiſt; one in Maſſachuſet's Bay, the other in 
South Carolina. They have received no 
check. They may march againſt the army of 
General Howe, reduced and weakened by 
the victories, which he is ſaid to have gain- 


ed. 
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ed. To give the ſtrongeſt force to this rea- 
ſoning, let me put the caſe of à general diſ- 
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perfion'of the Provincial' troops in America, 


and of the diffolution of the Congreſs. What 
conduct can Great Britain' then purſue? How 


will you preſerve a country which extends 


almoſt from Hudſon's Bay to the fouthern' 
extremity of Florida ? Will you garrifon all 
the towns of any conſequence through that 
immenſe extent of territory? Will your army 
ſeparate, and go into cantonments ? If you do, 
wherever you are weak, you will be attacked, 
and your troops probably meet the fate of the 


Heffians at Trenton. But; fir, this country 
neither has, nor can raiſe, an army adequate 
to theſe purpoſes, and if we could hire all the 
regimented ſavages of Germany and Ruſſia, 


the common deſtroyers of the human race, 
we muſt ſink under the expence. The nation 


would” be beggared by the effort, The * 


noble Lord at the head of our finances would 


ſdon find all the pillars of public credit ſhaken 


to their foundations, all the fountains of na- 
tional wealth dried up and exhauſted. On 


ſuch 


— — 
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Lord North, firt Lord of the Treaſury, and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, member for Banbury, 
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ſuch terms America is not worth the hold- 
Ing. i, 

I am aware, fir, that it will be ſaid, the 
Americans will, in caſe of general ſucceſs on 
your part, give up the conteſt, and ſubmit to 
the terms you preſcribe, The late experi- 
ence of General Burgoyne is the fulleſt an- 
ſwer to this objection. He tells us, that the 
very Provincials, who were moſt forward to 
profeſs themſelves loyaliſts, and to take the oaths 
of allegiance, and ſubmit to Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Baum, were the fir/t to fire upon him; that 
he was attacked on all ſides, that he ſhewed great 


perſonal courage, but was overpowered by num- 
bers. In ſhort, fir, there was a total deſtruc- 


tion of that detachment, Mr, Burgoyne high- 
ly blames a Provincial gentleman for being ſo 
incautious as to leave at liberty ſuch as took the oath 
of allegiance, as if it were a better mode of per- 
ſuading the others, to confine their country- 
men the moment you conſent to admit them 
to ſwear allegiance, Men are not converted, 
4ir, by the force of the bayonet at the breaſt, 
nor by impriſonment, It is employing the vio- 
lence of the highwayman, He takes your 
purſe indeed, but you recover it from him 
the inſtant you become ſtronger than the rob- 

1 ber. 
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rw f 
ber. Nor is this to be conſidered as treachery, 
It was a compaR, not originating from free 
will, or mutual conſent, but founded merely 
in force, and diflolved in the fame manner. 
But I believe the Americans are neither to 
be cozened, nor by violence deprived of 
either liberty or property. I therefore recur, 
fir, to the wiſe amendment to the Addreſs, 
which the excellent * Lord has moved, to 
ſupplicate his Majeſty, that no time may be 
loft in propoſing an immediate ceſſation of arms, 
as the only means of beginning a treaty, and 
effecting a reconciliation with our American 
brethren. The hoſtile meaſures echoed to 
the throne in the miniſterial addreſs will be 
ineffectual, and only ſerve to ſtrengthen the 
independence of the Colonies, and give addi- 
tional vigour to their reſiſtance. We can- 
not ſucceed by foxce, nor in this commercial 
country is the object worth our while, were 
it poſſible. Let us carry theſe plain and cer- 
tain facts to the foot of the throne, and let 


Parliament hold likewiſe to the nation the . 


language 


The Marquis of Granby, Member for the Unk 
verſity of Cambridge. 


15. uy, 1 
language of truth, a language very different. 
from what we have hitherto heard from Mi- 
niſters. 
The nation, ſir, has been duped for ſeve- 
Tal years by a ſucceſſion of miniſterial falſe- 
hoods. When the Boſton Port Bill paſled, 
the Miniſter declared that we ſhould ſoon 
have America at our feet, for the reſt of the 
Maſſachuſet s Bay would deſert Boſton, The 
ther provinces, he aſſured us, would, from 
2 rooted jealouſy, rejoice at her humiliation, 
and enjoy the proſpect of dividing her trade. 
When the whole province became like one 
man, it was ſaid the ſouthern-Colonies how- 
ever (diſapproved the conduct of New-Eng- 
land. After both the ſouthern and northern 
colonies united, and made a common cauſe, 
we were told that means were found to pro- 
vent the meeting of the Congreſs. Ge- 
neral Gage publickly declared, that he 
would be iz the mid of them. He choſe 
however not then to change his l tion. 
The Congreſs met woithaut him, and in a 
perfect ſpirit of unanimity, for their wrang- 
lings were never heard but by the gentlemen 
on our treaſury bench, and the £7aority of 
| 1 N this 
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this Houſe, The non-importation and non- 
exportation agreements were likewiſe” declared 
impoſſible to ſubſiſt in. a neſt of known 
ſmugglers, yet time has ſhewn how ſtrictly 
they haye been preſerved. It was likewiſe 
moſt confidently averred, that the cowardly 
Americans dare not aſſemble in arms, and 
that two regiments were ſufficient to march 
through, and ſubdue, the rebellious colonies. 
This however muſt be acknowledged to be 
prior to the ſiege of General Howe, and the 
- fwenty regiments, in Boſton. I will not, ſir, 
tire the Houſe with recapitulating the regu- 
lar ſucceſſion of court tales and fictions. 
They have long been the amuſement of man- 
kind, both at home and abroad. Even at 
the preſent period miniſters give out, and af- 
fect to believe, that thirteen powerful colo- 
nies can be conquered, after having for three 
years baffled all the efforts of this country 
both by ſea and land, trained and diſciplined 
their people, ſettled to the ſatisfaction of the 
inhabitants their reſpective governments, 
raiſed large armies to ſerve during the war, 


provided for their pay, and collected im- 
Vol. III B menſe 
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menſe ſtores of artillery, arms, and ammu- 
nition, ſeconded by the zeal of all America, 
and more than the good will and applauſe of 
all Europe - except the court faction among 
us. But, fir, although America cannot be 
conquered, it may pethaps be regained by 
the mild arts of lenity and juſtice, by temper 
and moderation. The ſword muſt firſt be 
meathed, according to the propoſed amend- 
ment of the noble Lord, and then we may 
talk of peace on fair and ſolid terms, on terms 
of equality as brethren, as heirs of the fame 
free conſtitution, I indulge the hope that 
things are not yet quite deſperate, I am ſure 
peace will bs the greateſt bleffing to both ooun- 
tries, It is perhaps even more neceſſary for 
us than for them, The infant American 
Hate / ſeems already to poſſeſs the ſtrength 
and vigour of the infant Hercules, ready to 
be exerted in a ſimilar manner, in ſubduing 
the monſters of tyranny, cruelty, and vio- 
lence, Our exhauſted ſtate is well known 
to our enemies, who triumph in our fatal 
diſtractions, and are preparing to avail them- 
ſelves of our ſinking condition. Si, I muſt 
again 


19 3 
Again and again repeat, that in my humble 
ſeutiment a reconciliation with Amexica is ne- 
deſſary for the ſalvation of this country. 1 
mean à fum, laſting agreement with the 
Colonies on terms of 8 juſt equality as to 
rights and privileges. Any other agreement 
would not be permanent : that alone would 
ſave us from the impending ruin. | The an- 
ſwer of Ln ** to the Romans ſhould 


Lk - & 


ceptign nech an anſwer met with was ; Wor- 
thy of the Roman people, Liyy“ ſays, pars 
melior ſenatis ad meliarg reſponſum trahere ef 
dicere, VYIx I et LIBERI vac auditam. 

The d, firs, ſeems to fatter u us with a 


reſtoration of peace jo our diſtracted and dif 
membered empire. It ſays, © I ſhall ever 
* be watchful for an opportunity of putting 
ca ſtop to the effuſian of the blood of my 
« ſuhjects, and the calgmities, which are in- 
& ſeparable from a ſtate of war.“ The Mi- 

B 2 niſters, 
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*niſters, fir, rejected with indignity one happy 
opportunity of putting a" flop to the effuſion of | 
Blood, when even after the battles of 1 
ington, Concord, and Bunker's Hill, 
Congreſs humbly ſüpplicated his — 
0 rect ſome mode, by which the united applica 
tian La his Faithful coloniſts to the throne may 
be "improved into'a happy and permanent recbn- 
cli ation. To the mad inſult of the Ame- 
rican Seeretary, Lord Dartmouth, in Sep- 
tember 1775, when he told the agents of 
the Colonies, in the King's name, that u- 
anſwer" would be given, all the ſl ubſequent ca- 
lamities of this civil war are to be attributed, 
and perhaps the loſs of half our empire. 
Many calamities, fir, are undoubtedly inſepar- 
able from a "late of war, yet the preſent war 
againſt our brethren in America has been at- 
tended with peculiar eircumſtances of eru- 
elty, which fill the mind with horror, with 
calamities, which are not inſeparable from a 
Pate of war. Are the ſcalþing-knife and to- 
mohawk neceſfary calamities of war? Are they 
inſeparable from it? God forbid ! I have 
read, oy a late proclamation of that great 
Gene- 


L 21 J 
General and preacher, Mr. Burgoyne, which 
is ſhocking to a civilized and generous na- 


tion. As a ſtate- paper it diſgraces our coun- 


try. The Imperial Court have often em- 


ployed many kinds of irregular troops, | 


Croats, Pandours, and Huſſars, but their 
names diſgrace no public act. If they plun- 
der, they do not torture, The pious preach- 
er, Mr, Burgoyne, complains of this froward 
and ſtubborn generation, and at the very moment 
of mentioning his conſciouſneſs of Chriſtianity, 
diſplays a ſpirit of cruelty, which is repug- 
nant to every principle of humanity. He 
boaſts that he will give firetch to the Indian 
forces under his direftion, and they amount to 
thouſands, Merciful heaven | Thouſands of 
Indian ſavages let looſe by the command of a 
Britiſh General, againſt our brethren in 
America! Human nature ſhrinks back from 
ſuch a ſcene. At his heels, leaſht in, like hounds, 
Should famine, ſtuord, and fire, crouch for em- 
ployment *. Mr. Burgoyne's feelings as a 
man, I fear will not hereafter be as univer- 
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* Shakeſpeare's Prologue to King Henry V. 
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fally acknowledged as the military talents of 
the great General. In the preſent caſe I 
have that pity for him, and his employers, 

' which they have not ſhe wn to others. What, 
fit, has been, and ftill continues, the con- 
duct of Indian ſavages in war? Is it not to 
exerciſe the moſt ſhocking cruelties on their 
enemics, without diſtinction of age or ſex ? 
The conduct of this war goes on a par with 
its principle. Has the feeble old man, the 
helpleſs infant, the defenceleſs female, ever 
experienced the tender mercies of an Indian 
ſavage ? He drinks the blood of his enemy, 
and his favourite repaſt is human fleſh ! Is 
a firetch given to thouſands of theſe canni- 
bals by the command, in a public manifeſto, 
of one of the King's Generals ? I am bold, 
fir, to declare that ſuch orders are unworthy 
the Genetal of any Chriſtian King. They 
are only becoming a Jewiſh prieſt to a Jewiſh 
King, in the moſt bloody and barbarous of 
all hiſtories, the hiſtory of the Jewiſh nation, 
The orders of the Jewiſh prieft were, now go 
and ſmite Amalel, and utterly deſtroy all that 
they baue, and ſpare tbem nat; but ſlay bath 
man 
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man and woman, infant and ſuckling, ox and ſheep, 
camel and aſs. * General Burgoyne threatens 
the Americans with all the wengeance of the late, 
not its juſtice, that the meſſengers of wrath will 
meet them in the field, devaſtation, famine, and 
every concomitant horror. Not the ſword of ( 
even-handed juſtice, falling only on the guil- 
ty heads of the bold rebels, but the ſavage 
tortures of a tomohawk from the thouſands of 
Indians ander his direction, on the innocent 


women and children. I remember, fir, an 
honourable + gentleman, whom I ſee in his 


place, a gentleman very high in the law, not 
only humanely propoſing, according to the 
ideas, and in the language of his country, 
but dwelling with rapture on what he claſſi- 
cally called a farvation bill for the poor A- 
mericans. I rely however, fir, on the ſpirit 
and proweſs of the Americans, that they will 
neither ſuffer the fate of the Amaletites, nor 
retaliate the attempt on the ſavages of Eu- 


rope. 
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Henry Dundas, Eſq; Lord Advocate for Scot» 
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This year, ſir, we have again in the ſpeech 
repeated aſſurances from foreign powers of 
their pacrfic diſpoſitions, The noble “ Lord, 
who moved the Addreſs, thinks France will 
not change, and the honourable ꝓ gentleman, 
who ſeconded the motion, afſures the Houſe 
of the perfect amity of the neighbouring pow- 
ers. Can any change, ſir, be equally advan- 
tageous to France as a perſeverance in the pre- 


ſent ſyſtem? America now pours all her wealth 
into the lap of the Houſe of Bourbon, and 


ſhe ſees her ancient enemy daily periſhing by 
a fatal civil war. Even the Miniſter ſeems 
to awake from his long lethargy; for the 
ſpeech ſays, at this time, when the arma- 
« ments in the ports of France and Spain 
continue, it is thought adviſeable to make 
« a conſiderable augmentation to our naval 
« force.” Parliament ought to have been 
informed of the whole truth with reſpect to 
the treachery of France. I am ſure, fir, I 


ſhall not be contradicted, when I affirm that 
France, 


PI 


' ®* Lord Hyde, member for Chriſtchurch. 
4 Sir Gilbert Elliot, Baronet, member for Rox- 


burghſhire. 
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France, the government of France, not co 
vertly, nor underhand, not ſecretly by mer- 
chants only, but directly and openly as a go- 
vernment, aſſiſt the Americans, The two 
Congreſs ſhips of war, which had the en- 
gagement with the Druid, are now refitting 
at L'Orient, on the coaſt of Britainy, and 
furniſhed with every , neceſſary from the 
French King's ſtores at that place, The 
fat is well known to the Miniſter, and 
tamely ſubmitted to ; but this open inſult on 
the nation is endeavoured to be carefully con- 
cealed, 

The old ally of this nation, Portugal, is 
not honoured with the lighteſt mention in 
the ſpeech, I will give the Houſe the rea- 
ſon, Portugal is not only loſt to us, but is 
become an acquiſition to the Houſe of Bour- 
bon, by acceding to the * Family Compact. 
By that treaty, fir, which was publiſhed in 


the French Gazette, all the ſubjects of the 
Houſe 
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The Family Compact is a Treaty of the moſt a- 
larming nature to all Europe. An abſtra& of it is 


given in the Journal Hiſtorique ou Faſtes du Regne 
66 de 


EZ BY 


Houſe of Bourbon were to be equally favour- 
ed with the natives of each reſpective ſtate as 
to 


— — 


ec de Louis XV.“ printed at Paris in 2 vol. 8vo. in 
1766, with the French King's privilege. 


& 15 Aout, 1761. 

© Le Roi et le roi d'Eſpagne concluent un traitẽ ou 
& pacte de famille, tant pour eux que pour le roi des 
& deux Siciles, et l'infant Duc de Parme, contenant 
528 articles, par leſquels ils ẽtabliſſent entre eux une 
& alliance perpẽtuelle, convenant de regarder a V'aven- 
& nir comme ennemie toute puiſſance ennemie de l'un 
cc d'rux, et ſe garantiflant reciproquement leurs Etats 
& dans quelques parties du monde qu'ils ſoient ſituẽs, 
« ſuivant Fetat ou ils ſe trouveront en paix avec les 
& autres puiſſances; s'obligeant de fe fournir les ſe- 
* cours neceſſaires, de faire la guerre conjointement, 
c et de ne point faire de paix ſeparee l'un de l'autre. 
« Ce traitẽ porte encore ſuppreſſion du droit d'aubaine 
« en France, en faveur des ſujets des rois d' Eſpagne 
& et de Sicile; et convention expreſſe que les fujets 
& des trois couronnes jouiront, dans leurs Etats reci- 
« proques, des meme droits, privileges et exemptions 
c que les nationaux par rapport à la navigation et 
« au commerce, ſans que les autres puiſſances de 
& FEurope puiſſent ètre admiſes à cette alliance de 
« famille, ui pretendre, pour leurs ſujets, le meme trai- 
cc fęment dans les Etats des trois couronnes. 

Les ratifications de ce traitẽ furent Echangtes le 
46 8 Septembre. 

Vol, II. page 707, 


1. 
ro every privilege of navigation and com- 
merce. Such a treaty, ſir, directly militates 
againſt all our former treaties, of Utrecht, 
Aix-la-Chapelle, and others, particularly 
thoſe with Spain.“ It will be a fatal blow 
to the commercial intereſts of this kingdom, 
whenever it is carried into execution by the 
whole Houſe of Bourbon. 

An univerſal gloom, ſir, ſeems to be ſpread- 
ing over our political hemiſphere, yet we 
are called upon by Miniſters to addreſs the 
throne in ſuch terms, as if we were only ſuf- 
fering a light and tranſient misfortune, not 

groaning 


* The gth article of the treaty of peace between 
Great Britain and Spain, concluded at Utrecht the 


13th of July, 1713, is in theſe words, 


IX. It is further agreed and concluded, as a gene- 
ral rule, that all and ſingular the ſubjects of each 
kingdom fhall, in all countries and places, on both 
ſides, have and enjoy the ſame privileges, liberties, 
and immunities, as to all duties, impoſitions, or cuſ- 
toms whatſoever, relating to perſons, goods and mer- 
chandizes, ſhips, freiglits, ſeamen, navigation, and 
commerce; and ſhall have the like favour in all things 
as the ſubjects of France, or any other foreign nation, 
the moſt favoured, have, poſſeſs, and enjoy, or at ary 
time hereafter may have, poſſeſs, or enjoy. 
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groaning under the toad of exorbitant and 
enormous taxes, and on the brink of ruin, 
Since the Jate augmentation of the Civil Lift 
we ſeem to be wonderfully improved in chirp- 
ing addreſſes. This is not however a piping 
time of peace, Compliments during the cala- 
mity of a wide extended civil war, brought 
on by miniſterial oppreſſion, are abſurd. 
The proſpect from America is covered with 
clouds and darkneſs, A pleaſing ray of light 
ſeems at the preſent moment to beam upon 
us from the noble Lord's propoſition for an 
immediate ceſſation of arms. If that is reject- 
ed, I fear the nation will be ſunk in deſpair, 
That propoſition I conſider as the firſt, moſt 
neceſſary ſtep to a reconciliation, After a 
ceſſation of arms, I hope our fleets and armies 
will be withdrawn, all the late unjuſt acts 
repealed, and the charters reſtored, Let us 
treat with the liberal ſpirit of freemen and 
Engliſhmen. Unconditional ſubmiſſion is un- 
conflitutional ſubmiſſion, and becomes only the 
ſlaves of an arbitrary monarch. Force againſt 
the vaſt American continent we have found 


avails us nothing. All "coercion appears to 
be 


[ 29 J 
be impoſſible, The attempts of violence have 
been followed with deep diſtreſs, diſgrace, 
ſhame, and diſappointment. Let us there- 
fore at laſt hear, and obey, the voice of rea- 
ſon, which calls aloud to us to fave ourſelves 
and our brethren, The times teem with 
events, which muſt determine the fate of 
this once great and powerful empire. Let us 
be guided by the principles of lenity and 
Juſtice, that the blefiings of peace and union 
may be reſtored, and permanently remain, to 


the whole empire. 


Votes of Dec. 10, 1777. 


The Houſe was moved, That an AQ, 
made in the 6th year of the reign of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty, intituled, ** An Act for the 
t better ſecuring the dependency of his Ma- 
« jeſty's dominions in America, upon the 
& Crown and Parliament of Great Britain,” 


might be read. 
And the ſame being read accordingly ; 


A motion was made, and the queſtion be- 
ing propoſed, that leave be given to bring in 
a bill, to repeal the ſaid Act, 

And 


tw] 
And the previous queſtion being put, that 
that queſtion be now put, 


It paſſed in the negative. 
Mr. Wilkes ſaid, 


Mr. Speaker, 


I choſe from motives of policy to delay the 
motion, which 1 mean now to ſubmit to the 
Houſe, till the eſtabliſhments both of the 
navy and army for the enſuing year were com- 
pleated. After ſuch prodigious preparations 
for war, after every ſingle article, which the 
Miniſters have aſked, has been granted, and 
we are armed at every point for the vigorous 
proſecution of hoſtilities, we may with more 
appearance of dignity hold out propoſitions 
for peace. This Houſe, fir, has voted 60,000 
amen, including near 12,000 marines, 
above 20,000 effective landmen, commiſſion 
and non-commiſſion officers included, for 
guards, garriſons, and the forces to be kept 
up in Great Britain, Jerſey and Guernſey, 
We have beſides in our pay five battalions of 
Hanoverians, actually in garriſon, to the eter- 

: nal 
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nal reproach of England, at Gibraltar and 


Minorca; the various troops of Heſſe Caſſel, 
Hanau, Waldeck, Brandebourg - Anſpach, 
and Anhalt - Zerbſt, amounting to above 
69,000 of thoſe mercenaries : in all a land 
army of more than 89,000 men. This Houſe 
has not yet been affembled three weeks, and 
we have already voted away of the people's 
money no leſs a ſum than 8,643,004 I, I 
believe this is only the ſixteenth day ſince 
the opening of the Seſſion, Every day ot 
the preſent Seſſion has therefore on an aver- 
age, coſt the people above 500,000 J. What 
a relief to their fears, fir, will be the adjourn- 
ment, which Miniſters have juſt mentioned, 
of near ſix weeks? How much it will aug- 
ment the feſtivity of the ſeaſon ? Yet I fear, 
fir, it will prove only a temporary relief, and 
that Miniſters retreat for a ſhort time to re- 
turn with redoubled force and fury, to lay 
freſh burdens and additional impoſitions on 
this exhauſted nation, | 

Amidſt all theſe amazing preparations for 


war, ſcarcely a thought or a figh for peace, 
[ ſeems 
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ſeems to obtrude upon, or eſcape, any one 
of our Miniſters. What ſingle ſtep has been 
taken by adminiſtration to put an end to this 
ruinous war, and to prevent the farther effu- 
ſion of human blood? A noble * Lord on 
this fide the Houſe, who is the worthy heir 
of the patriotic virtues of an illuſtrious fa- 
ther, propoſed on the firſt day of this Seſſion 
an immediate ceſſation of arms; but the propo- 
ſition was rejected by a great majority. 
Scarcely a hint of a wiſh for peace has been 
made by any member of adminiſtration, I 
will not however, fir, be diſpirited. Some 
late events, unknown to the Houſe at that 
time, may induce the moſt violent to liſten to 


thoſe healing meaſures, which in the inſo- 
lence of our imagined triumphs, we rejected 
with diſdain, The preliminary of peace, 
which I ſhall take the liberty of ſubmitting 
to the Houſe, ſtrikes at the root of the evil, 
the confeſſed cauſe and origin of the Ameri- 
can war, I mean, ſir, the right of taxation, 
which is enacted in the Declaratory Act, the 

repeal 


* The Marquis of Granby, member for the Uni- 
verſity of Cambridge, 
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repeal of which I ſhall preſently move. T 


believe, fir, according to the forms of the 
Houſe, I muſt firſt deſire the clerk to read 


that act. It is the ſixth of the King, chapter 
the twelfth, 


[The Clerk reads.) 


To make laws to bind the Colonies and people of 
America in all caſes whatſoever ! I believe, fir, 
this is the ſhorteſt compendium of flavery 
ever given. It is the broadeſt baſis of tyran- 


ny. In all caſes whatſoever! therefore in 
taxation. "Three millions of freemen to be 
taxed at the arbitrary will and pleaſure of 
this Houſe, without a ſingle perſon to repre- 
ſent them, or to control the expenditure of 
their money. If the Americans could tame- 
ly ſubmit to this, they would deſerve to be 
ſlaves, They ought to be more contemned 
than the Cappadocians of infamous memory, 
vwho refuſed the liberty, which was offered 
them by the Romans, If we can take a 
part of their property without their conſent, 
we can take the whole, It is impoſſible to 


W C draw 
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draw the line. This Houſe might vote away 
the whole property of America without the 
tonſent of one man on that vaſt continent, 
'The very ſuppoſition is not only repugnant 
to every idea of the common rights of man- 
kind, but 77 7s again/t the franchiſes of the land 
for freemen to be taxed but by their conſent in 
parliament, as Lord Coke declares, We know 
by the law of England, that the proteſtant 
ſubjects of our Colonies in America are in- 
titled to all the liberties, privileges, and im- 
munities of the natural born ſubjects of this 
kingdom. The next ſtep to taxation natu- 
rally follows. Miniſters might apply an 
American revenue to the advancement of 
their own prefligate plans, perhaps to the 
ſame baſe purpoſes as the taxes levied among 
us, to the augmentation of an enormous ci- 
vil liſt, to increaſe the overgrown influence 
of the Crown, and corrupt the repreſenta- 
tives of the people. Even without any taxa- 
tion we have experienced that the whole pro- 
duce of American induftry centered in Great 


Britain, I do not intend, fir, to go into a 
diſquiſition 


12 1 
diſquiſition of the ſtale queſtion of taxatfom 
and repreſentation, nor the wretched nonſenſe 
of a virtual repreſentation here of three mil- 
lions of ſubjects on the other fide the Atlan- 
tic, I remember once before to have fully 
argued thoſe queſtions. I ſhall now confine 
myſelf to the repeal of the Declaratory AB, 


and the other acts injurious to the freedom of 
America, Without this repeal we cannot, I 


am ſatisfied, have peace, nor I believe would 
the Americans treat with you on any other 
terms, They proceeded at the beginning 
with wonderful temper and coolneſs ; but at 
laſt they ſummed up all their injuries as com- 
priſed in the Declaratory Af, which they re- 
probated with ſpirit, While this act remains 
in the Statute Book, you never can think of 
any negociation with the Congreſs. The 
firſt Congreſs, which met in 1774, acted 
with prudence and calm dignity, with mo- 
deration and magnanimity, They did not di- 
rectly attack the Declaratory Act. They knew 
it had paſſed in an adminiſtration compoſed 
of men, who nad declared themſelves friends 
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to American freedom, and had actually re- 
pealed the Stamp Act.“ They conſider- 
ed ĩt as a brutum fulmen on the part of this 
country. They in dutiful terms ſolicited 
the repeal of the Boſton Port Bill,” the 
« Maſlachuſet's Charter Bill,” and that 
monſter of deſpotiſm and popery, the 
ce Quebec Act,“ but they paſſed over in 
filence the Declaratory Act.” Yet, ſir, 
although no expreſs mention was made of 
that act, they put in the ſtrongeſt proteſt 
againſt the claim, or exerciſe, of any ſuch 
powers in their very f reſolution, It is of 
Oct. 14, 1774. The inhabitants of the 
&« Engliſh Colonies in North America, by the 
6e jmmutable laws of nature, the principles of 
ce the Engliſh conſtitution, and the ſeveral 
« charters or compacts, have the following 
& rights. Reſolved, nemine contradicente, 
ce that they are intituled to life, liberty, and 
ce property, and they have never ceded to any 
„ ſovereign power whatever a right to diſpoſe 

6« of either without their conſent.” 
In the year following the ſecond Congreſs 
finding all their endeavours here for a redreſs 
of 
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of their grievances ineffectual, thought it 
neceſſary to hold out a kind of ultimatum to 
this country, and to ſpeak the plain, full, 
manly lanyuage of injured freemen, In a 
« Declaration by the repreſentatives of the 
&« United Colonies of North America, now 
met in Congreſs at Philadelphia, ſetting 
ce forth the cauſes and neceflity of their ta- 
« king up arms, July 6, 1775, it is ſaid, 
ce we for ten years inceſſantly and ineffectual- 
6e ]y beſieged the throne as ſupplicants; we 
t reaſoned, we remonſtrated with Parlia- 
« ment, in the moſt mild and decent lan- 
« guage. Parliament have undertaken to 
'« owe and grant our money without our 
« content, though we\have ever exerciſed an 
c excluſive right to diſpoſe of our own pro- 
<c perty, &c. &c, &, But why ſhould we 
« enumerate our injuries in detail? By one 
% Statute it is declared, that Parliament can «f 
e right make laws io bind us in all caſes whatſ1- 
&« ever. What is to defend us againſt fo 
enormous, ſo unlimited a power? Not a 
de {inzle man of thoſe who aſſume it, is cho- 
« {vn by us, or is ſubject to our control or 
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ec influence; but on the contrary, they are alt 
*« of them exempt from the operation of ſuch 
8c laws, and an American revenue, if not di- 
« verted from the oſtenſible purpoſes for 
te which it is raiſed, would actually lighten 


« their own burdens in proportion as they 


« increaſe ours. This one Statute, the De- 
claratory Act, is the fountain, from which not 
only waters of bitterneſs, but rivers of blood, 
have flowed, 

I ought, fir, in juſtice to the Congreſs to 
take notice, that even after this they preſent- 
ed a moſt humble and dutiful petition to the 
King. From the ill-judged reply of the Aw 
merican Secretary, that no anſwer Would be 
given, I ſuppoſe every idea of obtaining a re- 
dreſs of their numerous grievances vaniſhed. 
Yet in this very Declaration they ſay, we 
« ſhall lay down our arms, when Haſlilities 
« Hall ceaſe on the part of the aggreſſors, and 
ce all danger of their being renewed ſhall be 
« removed, and nat before.” 1 will venture, 
fir, to do this much injured body of men 


juitice on another ſubject againſt the falle 


and 
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and malevolent affertions of the noble ® 

Lord at the head of the American department, 
His Lordſhip declared to us in the moſt ex- 
plicit terms, „ that the Congreſ had endea- 
«« youred to engage the Indian ſavages in 
ce their ſervice, and would have employed 
« them in the war.” It is well known in 
what manner they muſt always be employed, 
not in the uſe of the ſword and bayonet, of 
which they are ignorant, but of the ſcalping 
knife, and tomohawk, in which they are ex- 
pert. The Congreſs, fir, in the true heroic 
ſpirit of bravery, which mercy always accom- 
panies, reprobated the idea of torture and- 
cruelty. They determined on fair, honour- 
able war, unſtained by murder or maſſacre. 
I will convict his Lordſhip on the fulleſt evi- 
dence of the groſſeſt impoſition on this 
Houſe, and of a violation of truth. The 
Journal of the Congreſs, fir, both that of 1774 
and 1775, has been as regularly publithed to 
the world, as the Votes of the Houſe of Cen- 
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mont are by you, Mr. Speaker, In that Jour- 
nal of June 30, 1775, I find the following 
words, Reſolved, that the Committee for 
Indian affairs do prepare proper talks to 
< the ſeveral tribes of Indians, for engaging 
<< the continuance of their friendſhip to us, 
cc and neutrality in our preſent unhappy diſ- 
«6 pute with Great Britain.” This was, ſir, 
after the provocations of the repeated ſlaugh- 
ter of their friends at Lexington, Concord, 
and Bunker's Hill, But, fir, although the 
Congreſs refuſed to aſk the barbarous aid of 
the ſavages, the King's general moſt readily 
and with eagerneſs employed them, He 
boaſts of it in his Proclamation of laſt June. 
No man, fir, who has read that Proclamation, 
and Major General Gates's letter, will ſhed the 
tear of pity over the misfortunes of Mr. Bur- 
goyne. Major General Gates ſays in his letter 


| of Aug. 28, to Mr. Preſident Hancock, “ 4% 


* herrid murders and ſcalpings paid for and en- 
« couraged by Lieutenant General Burgoyne, 
previous to his defeat at Bennington, will 


6 {or 


( 4 ] 
« for ever ſtain the honour of the Britiſh 
ac arms. In one houſe the parents with ſix 
« children were moft cruelly butchered.” Is 
this, fir, the mercy of the King, which General 
Burgoyne in his Proclamation ſays, his Ma- 
Jeſty's numerous armies and fleets in every guar- 
ter of America were to diſplay as well as his 
potber and juſtice? He ſucceeded to irritate, 
not to intimidate, his enemies, But, fir, 
although I do not feel the leaſt ſpark of com- 
paſſion for the fate of Mr. Burgoyne, I truly 
commiſerate the ſituation of the troops with 
him. I regret the loſs of the brave ſoldiers, 
who periſhed in the action, and I pity thofe 
who ſurvive, I am ſorry that 800 valiant 
Engliſh and Germans were killed in a bad 
cauſe, in izhting againſt the beſt conſtitu- 
tion on earth. Sir, it was inſcribed on the 
tombs of the 200 Spartans, who at Thermo- 
pylæ devoted themſelves to a glorious death 
for the liberties of Greece, Paſſenger, go tell 
at Sparta, that we died for having obeyed her holy 
laws. It ought to be engraven on the tombs 
of the 800, who fell in the late action, Paſe 


enger, 
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'fenger, go tell in England, that we died for has 


ving violated her holy cauſ{itution ; for ſuch in 


my opinion is the caſe of every man, who 
has in this civil war drawn his ſword againſt 
our brethren in America, and periſhed in the 
conflict, The ſituation, ſir, of thoſe who 
ſurvive, is to be commiſerated, not ſo much 
for the calamities, which they have ſuffered, 
calamities brought on by themſelyes, as for 
the loſs of honour, which, if we are rightly 
informed, has accompanied the circumſtan- 


ces of their defeat and ſurrender, 


The 


terms of the Capitulation for General Bur- 
goyne, and the veteran troops under his 
command, are ſtated to be, delivering up 


their arms, being permitted without moleſ- 


tation to embark for Europe, and not ſerv- 


ing againſt the Americans during the war. 
They have then put themſelves hors de com- 


bat. They have agreed no more to face theſe 
cawardly Americans, They conſent not to 
meaſure ſwords again with their conquerors 
during the war; not to make a ſingle effort 


to recover their loſt laurels. If they had 


{ur- 


[ 43 J 
farrendered priſoners of wat, they might 
have been exchanged, and the fortune of 
war crowned them with future victories, 
That chance they have given up as well as 
their arms, We have now ſcarcely a com- 
pany of foot in arms in all the northern Co- 
lonies, except Canada, The Engliſh at the 
battles of Preſton-Pans and Falkirk ſuffered 
two moſt ignominious defeats. There was 
however no capitulation that the vanquiſhed 
troops ſhould not ſerve againſt the ſame ene- 
mies during the remainder of the war. At 
Culloden they waſhed away the foul ſtain of 
that national diſgrace in the blood of thoſe 
perjured Scots, rebels againſt a mild prince, 
and an equal fyſtem of laws, It is, fir, very 
remarkable, that the ſame men, who ſtiled at 
that time the Scotiſh rebels inſurgents now 
call the American inſurgents by the name of 
rebels. I will never, ſir, adopt the appella- 
tion, I think the Americans are fighting in 
a good cauſe for the defence of their juſt i- 
vileges, and chartered, as well as innate, 


rights, I am ſure the proudeſt and moit de- 
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: fpotic court in Europe, that of Vienna, 
would not have treated their ſubjects in the 
manner this court has treated the Americans, 
I mean as rebels. When the preſent Em- 
preſs Queen, then only Queen of Hungary, 
ſucceeded her father, the Emperor Charles 
VI. in 1740, ſhe ſecured the affections of 
her Hungarian ſubjects by readily taking the 
old oath of the Sovereign of that country, 
eſtabliſhed in 1222. The preateſt * genius 
in Europe gives it us at full length. JI, or 
any of my ſucceſſors, at any time, ſhould attempt 
to infringe your PRIVILEGES, you, and your 
poſterity, are permitted, by virtue of this pro- 


; miſe, 


— — 


* Voltaire ſays, Marie-Thérèſe, ẽpouſe du Grand 
Duc de Toſcane Frangois de Lorraine, gagna ſurtout 
Feſprit des Hongrois en ſe ſoumettant a preter Pancien 
ſerment du roi Andre II. fait l'an 1222. Si moi ou 
quelques uns de mes ſucceſſeurs, en quelque tems que 
ce ſoit, veut enfraindre vos privileges, qu'il vous ſoit 
permis en vertu de cette promeſſe, à vous et à vos de- 
ſcendans, de vous defendre, ſans pouvoir ctre traités de 


revelles. | 

In the margin he adds theſe words, ſerment ſingulier 
et gui nc de vait pas Feire, Voltaire. Siccle de Luis 
XIV. Tom. iii. p. 429. | 
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miſe, to defend yourſelves, without being liable 
to be treated as REBELS, If the anceſtors of 
the preſent Empreſs Queen had been as wiſe, 
the Houſe of Auſtria would not have loſt 
Switzerland, as they did by injuſtice and op- 
preſſion. The Americans, fir, I think, are 
now defending the privileges of every ſubject 
of the Britiſh empire, as well as their own, 
If this country did juſtice to the ſame ſpirit 
of freedom in them, which we applaud in 
our anceſtors, we ſhould admire their hero- 
iſm, and be eager to repeal all thoſe acts, 
which are undoubted badges of ſlavery, par- 
ticularly the Declaratory Act, which I ſhall 
always conſider as an invaſion of the people's 
rights, Till we do that, we can have no 
rational hope of any reconciliation, The 
deſperate ſituation of our affairs from the va- 
riety of circumſtances, which have been ſtat- 
ed, and the late capitulation of a whole army, 
prove the abſolute neceſſity of terminating 
this bloody civil war, this general ſavage In- 
dian maſlacre, 

The Declaratory Act, which we had no 
right to paſs, will never be ſubmitted to by 
the 


[ 46 J 


the freemen on the other ſide the Atlantic, 
The ſpirit of it is hoſtile in the extreme to 
liberty, To bind the ſubjef in all caſes whatſe= 
ever! It is a charter of flavery, I deny the 
principle of this act as much at home as in 
America, We ridiculouſly of late bewilder 
ourſelves with frantic, high-flown, ſonorous 
expreſſions of the omni potence of Parliament. 
The gentleſt natures appear too fond of pow- 
er, although they do not abuſe it. There 
are many things, which Parliament cannot 
do, many caſes, in which it has no power. 
We cannot vote ourſelves perpetual, We 
cannot fill up our vacancies, as the late 
Houſe of Commons indeed did in the caſe of 
the Middleſex election, but all good men ab- 
horred the uſurpation, and the nation were 
almoſt unanimous in their remonſtrances 
againſt it. We are merely a delegated pow- 
er from the people, and in that capacity only 
a third part of the legiſlature. We cannot 
therefore ſurrender their ſnare of power, by 
whoſe favour alone we acquire the right of 
giving any vote in this Houſe, It would be 
treachery, and even relelliin, in the ſervant 

againſt 


1 97 1 
againſt the maſter. Can we, fir, repeal Magna 
Charta? Has this Houſe the power to eftab- 
liſh the Mabometan religion? Government is 
only a truſt from the people for their good, 
and in ſeveral inſtances ſo far from poſſeſſing 
an abſolute power, we ought to acknowledge, 
that we have no power at all, I will never 


admit arbitrary power to be lodged in any 
man, or body of men. Many things are fo 
cloſely woven in with the conſtitution, like 
the trial by jury, that they cannot be ſepa- 
rated, unleſs the body of the people expreſsly 
declare otherwiſe, after free and fuil confide- 
ration, There are fundamental, inalienahle 
rights, land- marks of the conſtitution, which 
cannot be removed, The omnipetence of 
Parliament therefore, which is contend- 
ed for, ſeems to me a falſe and dangerous 


doctrine, 

I have great reverence, fir, for the memory 
of that whig adminiſtration, which paſled the 
Declaratory Act. I ſpeak as a public man. I 
honour them for their ſpirited reſolutions 


againſt general warrants, and the ſeizure of 
Papers 
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papers, by which the perſonal liberty of the 
ſubject, and the moſt important ſecrets of 
life, were rendered ſacred and inviolable, I 


highly applaud the turning the exciſeman out 


of private houſes by the repeal of the Cyder- 
Tax. The negociation for the Manilla ran- 
ſom, which ſo deeply intereſted many of our 
braveſt men in the navy and army, revived 
under their auſpices, but alas ! after many 
faint and feeble efforts it languiſhed and ex- 
pired. Many excellent regulations of trade 
and commerce were made by them. Eut, 
ur; I ſhould have thought all their glories 
fullied by the paſſing of this Declaratory Act, 
which pretends to eſtabliſh a claim of unli- 
mited authority over the Colonies, if I did 
not believe it was a kind of force on that ad- 
miniſtration, a ſort of compromiſe with the 
traitors at home for the repeal of the Stamp- 
At, which had thrown the whole empire 
into convulſions. The Stamp-A#F ought in 
my idea to have been repealed on the firſt, 
great principles of juſtice, not on the narrow 


ground of political expediency, or from any 
commercial 


1 0 1 
commereid! motives: I was abtoad at che 
time, and may have been miſinformed; but if I 
am not, the repeal was abſolutely neeeſſary to 
lay the ſtorm, which raged with the greateſt 
fury, both here among the merchants, and in 
North America, after the paſſing of the 
Stamp AR, The repeal was warmly oppoſ- 
ſed by * ſome of the royal family, and the 
fawurite in the Houſe of Lords, by his fa- 
mily and friends in both Houſes, by the 
whole cabinet, the Lords of the Bed chamber, 
and almoſt all the King's and Queen's houſe- 
holds. Perhaps the repeal had not been car- 
ried, but by the compromiſe of this Declara- 
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* The Duke of York, the Earl of Bute, Lord 
Mount Stuart, Right Hon. James Stuart Mackenzie, 
Earl Talbot, Lord Steward of his Majeſty's Houſe - 
hold, Duke of Ancaſter, Maſter of the Horſe to the 
Queen, Earls of Oxford, Denbigh, Buckinghamſhire, 
Orford, Coventry, Eglingtown, and Lord Robert Ber- 
tie, Lords of the Bedchamber to the King, Earl Har- 
court, Lord Chamberlain to the Queen, Wm Black- 
tone, Eſq; Solicitor General to the Queen, Right Ho- 
nourable Giibert Elliot, Treaſurer of the King's 
Chamber, Thomas Gilbert, Eſq; Comptroller of the 
King's Wardrobe, David Grame, Elq; Secretary to 
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Zory Aft, I am ſatisfied, that the adminiſtra- 
tion, which paſſed that 42, never intended 
to inforce it, at leaſt by taxation. The new 
miniſtry however in the ſucceeding year 


built on this ſolid foundation of a right to 
taxation, which they ſaw was eſtabliſhed for 
them. They laid duties on tea, glaſs, red 
and white lead, painters* colours, and other 
things. The right had been aſcertained by 
their predeceſſors. The only objections, 
which could now be made, were the inex- 
pediency and impolicy of the exerciſe in thoſe 
inſtances, and at that period. If I had been 
in England, fir, at that time, and in parlia- 


ment, I ſhould ſtrenuouſly have oppoſed the 
principle 


—— — 


the Queen, Charles Jenkinſon, Eſq; Auditor of Ac- 
compts to the Princeſs Dowager of Wales, John Man- 
ners, Eſq; Houſekeeper at Whitehall, Samuel Mar- 
tin, Eſq; Treaſurer to the Princeſs Dowager of Wales, 
Honourable Archibald Montgomery, Eſq; Equery to 
the Queen, John Moſtyn, Eſq; Edmund Nugent, Eſq; 
and Henry Seymour, Eſq; Greoms of the Bedchamber 
to the King, Honourable Henry St. John, Groom of the 
Bedchamher to the Duke of York, Henry Wauchope, 
Eſq; Deputy Privy Purſe to his Majeſty, General 


Burgoyne, Lord Barrington, &c. &c. &c. vated 


againſt the Repeal of the Stamp Act. 


18 4 
principle of the Declaratory AF, but I was 
forced into a cruel exile and outlawry by the 
wickedneſs and injuſtice of ene adminiſtra. 
tion, and kept abroad by the tameneſs and 
timidity of another, I was perſecuted with 
extreme rage and violence by a ſet of men, 
who thought themſelves injured, and aban- 
doned by thoſe I had eſſentially ſerved, who 
before 2 and approved my con- 
duct. I was made their ſcape- goat, doomed 
to bear into the wilderneſs the ſins and ini- 
quities of a great political party, when in op- 
poſition. Surely, fir, their ſins and iniqui- 
ties muſt have been of a deep dye, and re- 
main ſtill unexpiated, for ie ar:es etiam nunc 
vellera ſiccat. I would, ſir, in this important 
buſineſs of the repeal of the Declaratory Act, 
perſuade myſelf that there is-not an obſtinacy 
of opinion, a tenaciouſneſs of adhering to 
what we have once done, merely becauſe we 
have done it, It ſeems very clear, that we 
can have no peace, till the accurſed thing is re- 
moved from our camp. From that happy mo- 
ment I ſhould hope the rude clamours of 
war would ceaſe, and the gentle voice of 
2 peace: 
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peace be heard, I truſt therefore in this time 
of general conſternation, in this day of diſtreſs 
and diſgrace to. our country, that there will 
be a perfect union of ſentiment among us, 
an univerſal concurrence in this firſt prelimi- 
nary of peace. 

I have only mentioned, fir, the repeal of 
the Declaratory AF, but I mean afterwards to 
ſubmit to the Houſe another motion for the 
repeal of the whole ſyſtem of new ſtatutes 
and regulations ſince the year 1763. I fix 
on that period, becauſe the Congreſs com- 
plain of nothing prior to that æra. They 
have never hinted at the repeal of the Navi- 
gation Act, nor any other acts before that 
year, In the petition of the Congreſs to the 
King, in October 1774, they ſay, „from 
&« this deſtructive ſyſtem of colony admini- 
ce ſtration, adopted ſince the concluſion of the 
& [aft war, have flowed thoſe diſtreſſes, dan- 
« pers, fears, and jealouſies, that overwhelm 
« your Majeſty's dutiful colonies with af- 
& fliftion ; and we defy our moſt ſubtle and 
« jnveterate enemies to trace the unhappy 


& differences between Great Britain and 
theſe 
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« theſe Colonies from an earlier period, or 
« from other cauſes than we have aſſigned, 
« Kc. &. We preſent this petition only to 
© obtain redreſs of grievances, and relief 
&« from fears and jealouſies, occaſioned by 
« the ſyſtem of ſtatutes and regulations 
& adopted /ince the cloſe of the laſt war.” In 
the ſame year the Congreſs declared to the 
people of Great Britain, „place us in the 
fame ſituation that we were at the cio/e of 
© the laſt war, and our former harmony tuill 
&« be re/tored.” It is an explicit offer of a 
compact between the two countries. Their 
language was exactly the ſame in the follow- 
ing year, in their laſt petition to the Throne. 
« They were alarmed by a new fem of fa- 
e utes and regulations, adopted for the admi- 
« niffration of the Colonies, that filled their 
« minds with the moſt painful fears and jea- 
« Jouſtes.” Here then, fir, Great Britain is 
at iſſue with the Colonies, Repeal theſe un- 
juſt and injurious Act, and our former har- 
mony will be reſtared. We ſhall hear no more 
of the ſword and bayonet on one ide, nor 

D 3 ©" 2_ 
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the galping-Inife and tomohawk on the otlier. 
There will be no more effuſion of human 
blood, no heart- piercing cries of whole fa- 
milies me/t cruelly butchered, or expiring un- 
der tortures. 

1 fear, fir, that T hive intruded too long 
on the patience of the Houſe, I wiſh not to 
tire gentlemen, I am ſure I had rather hear 
any voice than my own within theſe walls; 
but I muſt beg on a buſineſs of this moment 
a little farther indulgence to give, as briefly 
as I can, a general account of the other As, 
which J hope will be repealed. I begin with 
the fourth of the King. From that period of 
this inauſpicious and inglorious reign, a regu- 
lar and uniform ſyſtem of attack on the rights 
and privileges, both of America and Great 
Britain, has been, except during a ſhort in- 
terval, invariably purſued, under the direc- 
tion, I believe, of the real Miniſter. We 
ſhall now ſee how this ſyſtem has operated in 
a variety of As againſt our brethren in the 
Colonies of North America. The fourth of 
the King, chap: 15, is, „An AQ for grant- 

« ing. 


an _ 

ec ing certain duties in the Britiſh Colonies 
and Plantations in America, &c.“ Another 
Act of the ſame year is chap. 34. An 
« Act to prevent paper bills of credit, here- 
« after to be iſſued in any of his Majeſty's 
« Colonies-or Plantations in America, from 
being declared to be a legal tender in pay- 
« ments of money, &c.“ In the following 
year the Act to alter certain rates of poſ- 
ee tage, &c,” In the ſixth of the King, 
% An Act for repealing certain duties in the 
„ Britiſh Colonies and Plantations, &c, and 
&« for granting other duties in{tead thereof, 
© &c. &c,” The ſubſequent year teemed 
with two births fatal to American liberty, I 
mean the * Act to enable his Majeſty to put 
ce the cuſtoms and other duties in the Britiſh 
« dominions in America, &c. under the ma- 
& nagement of .Commiſfioners, &c. 1 muſt 
however declare, that I believe the hope of 
providing for the numberleſs hungry depen- 
dents and ſycophants, who daily and hourly 
beſeech and befiege the miniſter, gave rife to 
this ſtatute. The other Act of the fame 
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year, intituled, An Act for granting cer- 
« tain duties in the Britiſh Colonies and 
« Plantations in America, &c. &c.“ I ſhall 
move to be only in part repealed, for ſo much 
of it as relates to the dutics on glafs, red and- 


white lead, painters' colours, paſte-boards, 


mill-boards, and ſcale-boards, is already re- 
pealed by the tenth of the King, chap. xvii. 
Then, ſir, follows the Act in the eighth of 
the King, intituled, „An Act for the more 
« eaſy and effectual recovery of the penal- 


4 ties and forfeitures inflicted by the Acts of 


« Parliament relating to the trade or reve- 
ec nues of the Britiſh Colonies and Plagta- 
« tions in America,” Theſe Acts are ob- 
Jected to, becauſe duties are impoſed by them 
for the purpoſe of railing a revenue in Ame- 
rica. They take away the trial by jury, and 
extend the powers of the Admiralty Courts 
beyond their ancient and legal juriſdiction, 
The twelfth of his Majeſty, chap. 24. I 
propoſe to repeal, becauſe perſons commit- 
ting a variety of offences ſpecified in that 
Act, out of this realm, may. be tried in any 
county 
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county within this realm. This is directly 
contrary to the firſt-princzples of the conſti - 
tution, which gives a right to a trial by a 
jury of the vicinage, who are jultly ſuppoſed 
beſt to know the party accuſed. The ſame 
objection holds in full force againſt the Act 
in 1774, intituled, An Act for the impar- 
« tial adminiſtration of juſtice in the caſes of 
« perſons queſtioned for any aQs done by 
« them in the execution of the law, or for 
« the ſuppreſſion of riots and tumults in the 
« Province of the Maſſachuſet's Bay in 
„ New England.” Another Act, in the 
ſame year, chap. 45, takes away the Charter 
granted to the inhabitants of the Province of 
the Maſſachuſet's Bay by the glorious Wil- 
liam III. The Quebee Act followed, which 
totally annihilated the mild and equal ſyſtems 
of Engliſh laws, and eſtabliſhed French ty- 
ranny and the Romith religion in their moſt 
abhorred extent. The Romiſh clergy by the 
ſaid Act may claim 79 hold, receive and enjoy 
their accuſtomed dues and rights, and no perſon 
profeſing the Remiſb religien is obliged to take 

the 
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6 
the oath required by the flatute in the firſt year 
of Queen Elizabeth, The miniſters of the 
eſtabliſhed church of England were, as uſual, 
totally neglected by the Scottiſh father of 
this Act, and even thoſe of his own k4ir+ in 


this inſtance, Then comes the ſweeping 


Act againſt the whole thirteen provinces, in- 
tituled, „An Act to prohibit 4 trade and 
* intercourſe with the Colonics of New 
« Hampſhire, Maſſachuſet's Bay, Rhode 
« Iſland, Connecticut, New York, New 
cc Jerſey, Penſylvania, the three lower Coun- 
« ties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 


% North Carolina, South Carolina, and Geor- 
« gia, &c. &c.“ which trade and intercourſe 


brought into Great Britain, communibus 
annis, near two millions annually. The 
laſt Act I ſhall mention is worthy of com- 
pleting the black catalogue. It is the Act of 
the laſt ſeſſion to impower his Majeſty to 
« ſecure and detain perſons charged with, 
« or ſuſpected of, the crime of High Trea- 
« fon, committed in any of his Majeſty's 
« Colonies or Plantations ia America, or on 
„ the high ſeas, or the crinig of piracy,” 


5 
\W Him 
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which'is now continued another year. It-is- 
fufficient to ſay of this Act, that it ſuſpends: 
the Habeas Corpus Act, which: Judge Black- 
ſtone declares to be a ſecond Magna Char, 
and flable bulwark of our liberties ; not very 
/lable however, fir, in this reign, . no more 
than our /iberties; There are beſides thoſe, 
which I have mentioned, three other Acts 
complained of by our brethren in America. 
The firſt is the Boſton Port Act, which paſ- 
ſed in 1774. It was repealed in 1776, but 
the ſubſtance of it was re-enacted in the ſame” 
general Act, the ſixteenth of the: King, ch. 
5. The Act likewiſe “ to reſtrain the trade 
and commerce of the Provinces of Maſſa- 
&« chuſet's Bay and New Hampſhire, &c. 
« &c.” is exactly, in the ſame predicament. 
It was repealed and re-enacted in the ſame 
moment, The third Act alluded to is © for 
providing ſuitable quarters for officers and 
« ſoldiers in his Majeſty's ſervice in North 
America.“ It paſſed in 1774, and expir- 
ed at Lady-day, 1776. Theſe three Acts I 
therefore omit. Perhaps I may have paſſed 
over ſome other obnoxious ſtatutes ſince 

1763 * 
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17633 but I mean, fir, to propoſe the repeal 
of the whole ſyſtem of the late American ſta- 
tutes and regulations, without which 1t is 
my fixed opinion you can have no permanent 
tranquillity, nor ſhall we ſee the dawn of 
peace in our time. 1 believe the repeal of the 
Declaratory Af, and the other ſtatutes, the 
neceſſary foundation for a negociation, if we 
are really in earneſt to fave a ſinking ſtate, 
if we hope to regain our Colonies, not to ruin 
or abandon them, nor to exterminate their 
inhabitants, I would treat America as the 
fifter, not the ſubject, of England, Bologna 
in Italy is ftiled the ſiſter, not the ſubject, of 
"Rome. I remember the city of Bologna has 
Libertas in the firſt quarter of her arms. I 
wiſh it were in every quarter of Italy, of 
America, of the werld, 

I was not preſent, fir, in the Houſe laſt 
Friday evening, but I have heard of a cu- 
rious political race here at that time between 
two diſtinguiſhed. parties in the oppolition, 
as if the miniſters were now fairly run down, 
and all that remained was to divide the ſpoil. 


I was told of very dexterous management, of 


much 
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much cutting and ſhufing, of a variety of 
propoſitions hinted at, on one ſide of aban- 


doning the Colonies on certain terms of ad- 


vantage, on the other of giving up ſome 
rights and enforcing others with vigour, I 
have no connection with either party, nor 
with any party of the ſtate, Provgco ad po- 
fulum will ever continue my motto. But 
may I venture, fir, to give both theſe parties 
a hint or two? I think that they need not 
quarrel yet, for hitherto I obſerve no vacan- 
cy on the treaſury bench. Another thing I 
would juſt mention. Perhaps it might be 
prudent for both the parties to attend a little 
to the opinion of our common maſter, Lord 
H liſborough's circular letter to all our go- 
vernors on the continent and iſlands has 


been brought into this Houſe for various pur- 


poſes, I ſhall now make uſe of it to con- 
vince both parties, all parties, every gentle- 
man, of the neceſſity of a ſpeedy reconcilia» 
tion with the Colonies, from the declared 
ſentiments of our Sovereign, The conclu- 
ſion of that famous letter is in the following 
words, His Majeſty relies upon your pru- 
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4c dence and fidelity for ſuch an explanation 
4 of his meaſures, as may tend to remove 
<< the prejudices which have been excited by 
« the miſrepreſentations of thoſe who are 
enemies to the peace and proſperity of 
.c« Great Britain, and her Colonies, and to 
re-eſtabliſh that. mutual confidence and affec- 
<< tion, upon which the glory and ſa ofety of the 
« Britiſh empire depend.” 

I believe, fir, that I have demonſtrated to 
the Houſe, how abſolutely impoſſible it is 
that mutual confidence and affeian can return 
between Great Britain and her Colonies, till 
this Declaratory Act, the foundation of the 
. conteſt, the root of the evil, is done away. 
We are evidently in a declining, . and ſhal! 
ſoon be in a deſperate ſtate, if this remedy is 
not immediately applied. I therefore think 


A 


bo 


it my clear duty, not only for the glory, but 
the very ſafety of the Britiſh empire, to move, 
„That leave be given to bring in a bill to 
„ repeal an Act, paſſed in. the . ſixth year of 
his preſent Majeſty, intituled, an Act for 
<< the better ſecuring the dependency of his 

« Majeſty's 


1824 


e Majeſty's dominions in America upon the 


& Crown and Parliament of Great Britain.“ 


— 


VoTes of March 2, 1778. 


-Ordered, 

That the order of the day, for the third 
reading of the bil] {now ingroſſed) to enable 
his Majeſty to appoint Commiſſioners, with 
ſufficient powers, to treat, conſult, and 
agree, upon the means of quieting the diſ- 
orders now ſubſiſting in certain of the Co- 
Jonies, Plantations, and Provinces of North 
America be now read, &c, &c, 


Ordered, 
That the order of the day for the third 


reading of the bill (now ingroſſed) for declar- 
ing the intentions of the Parliament of Great 
Britain, concerning the exerciſe of the right 
of impoſing taxes within his Majeſty's Co- 
Jonies, Provinces and Plantations, in North 
America, .be now .read. 


And 
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And the ſaid order being read accordingly; 
The ſaid. bill was read the third time, 


Reſolved, | 

That the bill do paſs, and that the title 
be; An Act for removing all doubts and appre- 
Venſions concerning taxation by the parliament , 
Great Britain, in any of the Colonies, Provin- 
ces, and Plantations in North America and the 

Ag Indies, and for repealing ſo much of an 
Ag made in the ſeventh year of the reign of his 
preſent Majgſiy, as impoſes a duty on Tea imports 
ed from Great Britain into any Colony or Plan- 


zation in America, or relates thereta, 


Mr. Wilkes ſaid, 


Mr. Speaker, 

I have not given the leaſt oppoſition to the 
progreſs of any one of the conciliatory bills, 
which have been brought into this Houſe by 
adminiſtration, I thought it the part of can- 
dour to acquieſce, to ſuffer the bills to 20 
through the committee without interruption, 
and to receive eyery improvement, Which the 

noble 


* 


8 1 
noble * Lord with the blue ribhand, who 
firſt introduced them among us, or any of 


his friends on the other fide: of the Houſe, 


choſe to ſuggeſt or adopt. We are now, fir, 
in poſſeſſion of a plan, with much care re- 
viſed and corrected by the affen/ibbe Minifter 
here, in the full expectation of its being 
equally pleaſing and palatable on both ſides 
the Atlantic as well as this Houſe, The 
great outlines indeed, ſir, oppoſition muſt ap- 
prove, for they are undoubtedly their own. 
They were long ago traced out by themſelves, 
although the ſpirit of them is now gone. 
Other means than . thoſe of coercion have 
been long ſteadily urged. The noble Lord 
with the blue ribband has as liberally bor- 
rowed their ideas as the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer means to borrow their money on 
Friday, when he opens the budget. The 
gentlemen on this fide the Houſe have fre- 


quently propoſed a reviſion” of all the acts 


complained of by our American brethren, 
Vor. III. E Above 


r 


Lord North, Chancellor gf the Exchequer, mem- 
ver for Banbury, 
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"Above 'three years ago a parliamentary revi- 
ion of thoſe ſtatutes was warmly preſſed on 
the Miniſter; and it is not three months ſince 
I had the honour of ſubmitting to the Houſe 
-a-motion for the repeal of thoſe very Acts, 
which, in a leſs conſtitutional mode, Commiy- 
ſuners are now authorized to ſuſpend. 'I made 
that motion, fir, while America was ſtill 
free to negotiate, ſtill free from all foreign 
treaties, or ſolemn engagements as indepen - 
dent ſtates, with any of the great powers of 
Europe. There is ſcarcely an idea in the 
acts, for gentlemen ſeem to agree to con- 
ſider them together, which has not .been 
ſuggeſted by oppoſition. The Ceſſation of 
<« hoſtilities on the part of his Majeſty's for- 
& ces by ſea and land, « the granting a par- 
« don or pardons to any. number or deſcrip- 
«« tion of perſons within the ſaid Colonies, 
„ Provinces or Plantations,” * the treating, 
«conſulting, and agreeing with any body or 
« bodies politic and corporate, or with any 
« afſembly or aſſemblies of men, or with any 


«6. perſon or perſons whatſoever, of or con- 
| <© cerning 
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4 cerning any grievances or complaints of 
« grievances, exiſting or ſuppoſed to exiſt in 
«, the government of any of the ſaid Colonies, 
% Provinces, or Plantations reſpectively, or 
in the laws and ſtatutes of this realm re- 
* ſpecting the ſame, * the treating of any 
«. aid or contribution to be furniſhed by any 
« of the Colonies, Provinces, or Plantations 
- CC. reſpectively,” « the not impoling any 
.« duty, tax, or aſſeſſment whatever, payable 
„in any of his Majeſty's Colonies, Provin- 
« ces, and Plantations in North America, 
„except only ſuch duties as it may be.ex- 
« pedient to impoſe for the regulation of 
ali theſe important conſidera- 
tions have been repeatedly urged to the Mi- 
,niſter, while the ſword ſtill ſlept in the ſcab- 
. bard, before the late deluge of the blood of 
the ſubjects of this empire in an unjuft and 
unnatural war. At laſt more is offered than 
was aſked. A repeal of all the obnoxious 
acts ſince the year 1763 only was propoſed, 
The Miniſter now agrees to ſacrihce the ſta- 


commerce, 


tutes of almoſt another year, for he gives up 
all the acts ſince the 10th of February 1763, 
E 2 the 
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the infamous æra of the peace of Paris, by 
which the moſt valuable conqueſts of a glo- 
rious war were ſacrificed. Whence can ſuch 
a change ariſe? 

I obſerve, fir, that ſeveral gentlemen have 
this day mentioned their converſion, the æra, 
and cauſe, A very learned * advocate has. 

ſaid, that he was converted when Sir William 
Howe was forced to retire from the Jerſies, A- 
nother honourable + gentleman tells us, that 


he was converted when General Burgoyne ca- 
pitulated at Saratoga. Waſhington and Gates, 


fir, are certainly very powerful apoſtles, I 
ſhould not be ſurpriſed, if General Howe 


himſelf was at laſt converted. I believe the 
Era of the noble Lord's converſion is not far 
diſtant, I ſuſpect it happened at the ſucceſs- 
ful moment of the late American negotia- 
tion in France, which I greatly fear has eſta- 
bliſhed their independence. It is impoſſible 
not to be charmed with the gentle, meek, 

ſupplicat- 


—_— 


* Henry Dundaſs, Eſq; Lord Advocate for Scot- 
land, member for Edinburghſhire. 


+ Charles Baldwin, Eſq; member far Shropſhure, 


? 
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ſupplicating, humiliating tone of the noble 
Lord at the preſent moment. We hear no 
more of the condign puniſhment of traitors, of 
the vengeance of the Rate againſt daring re- 
bels *, The harſh diſcord. of war no longer 
grates on our ears. Peace, harmony, recon- 
ciliation with our brethren, are the enchant- 
ing ſounds, with which we are now raviſhed. 
The terrible, exterminating miniſter of wrath 
no longer alarms the revolted Coloniſts with 
uss ego, — The noble Lord, with no leſs po- 
E 3 licy 
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In the Preclamaticn of General Gage, dated Boſ- 
ton, June 12, 1975, Samuel Adams and Fobn Hancock 
are proclaimed rebels and traitors, aud as ſuch to be 
treated. The General ſays, “ I do hereby, in his 
« Majefty's name, offer and promiſe, his moſt gracious 
% pardon to all perſons who ſhall forthwith lay down 
«© their arms and return to the duties of peaceable 
“ ſubjects, excepting only from the benef.: of ſuch 
pardon, Samuel Adans, and Jobn Hancock, Thoſe 
% offences are of too flagitious a nature to admit of any 
«© other confid:ration than that of condign puniſhment.” 

In this manner have two of the moſt deſerving 
friends of the Britiſh conſtitution been treated on ac- 
count of their ſteady oppoſition to every attack of deſ- 
potiſm. The real ſentiments of Mr. 4.4225, and his 
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licy than pity, ſooths them, and in mild at- 
cents ſays, motos praflat componere fluctus. I 
much fear however, ſir, the Colonies will 
never ba gathered together again under his 
miniſterial wing. 

The conciliatory bills are in my opinion 
more calculated for this country than Ame- 
rica. They appear only meant to keep the 
minds of the people quiet here, and to 
amuſe this kingdom, not to regain the Co- 
lonies; but I truſt the day of reckoning and 

exemplary 
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affectionate regard for the parent ſtate, are happily 

expreſſed in a letter to Mr. Wilkes of the year 1770, 

the original of which has been ſcen by the editor, 

When Mr. Wilkes was Lord Mayor, he read to the 

Livery of London from the huſtings on Michaelmas- 

day a letter from Mr. Hancoct, as Preſident of the 
Congreſs, although he had been proclaimed a rebel and 
traitor in the name of his miſeuided Sovereign. The 
two letters are here exactly copied. 


.. 


SIX, | Bofton, Dee. 28, 1770. 
Having been repeatedly ſolicited by my friend, Mi. 
William Palfrey, I embrace this opportunity of ma- 


king my particular compliments to you, in a letter 
| whick- 


1 
exemplary puniſhment approaches. The 
preſent dead calm forebodes a furious tem- 


peſt. The bills hold out what miniſters” 


know to be a fallacious hope, a reconcilia- 
tion with the Colonies on terms ſhort of in- 
dependence. The object is merely to ſcreen 
miniſtry from the indignation of the public, 
and the vengeance of the people. There can 
be little doubt of this, when the very words 

E 4 of 
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which he will deliver. My own inclination has coin- 


cided with his requeſt ; for I ſhould pride myſelf much 


in a correſpondence with a gentleman, of whom I have 


long entertained ſo great an opinion. No character 


appears with a ſtronger luſtre in my mind, than that of 


a man, who nobly perſeveres in the cauſe of public 


liberty, and virtue,. through the rage of perſecution. 
Of this you have had a large portion; but I dare ſay, 
you are made the better by it. Atleaſt I will venture 
to ſay, that the ſharpeſt yerſecution for the ſake of one's 
country can never prove a real injury to am honeſt man. 
In this little part of the world, a land, till of late 
happy in its obſcurity, the aſylum---to which patrivts 
were formerly wont to make their peaceful retreat; 
even here the ſtern tyrant has lifted up his iron rod, 
ana makes his inceſſant claim as Lord of the ſoil : but 
I have a firm perſuaſion in my mind, that in every 
ſtruggle, this country will approve herſelf, as. glorious 
in 


Wi 

of the acts, in the ſtate they firſt appeared 
here, are conſidered. The preamble of one 
of the acts was, Whereas the exerciſe of 
«- the right of taxation by the parliament of 
Great Britain for the purpoſe of raiſing a 
revenue in his Majeſty's Colonies, Pro- 
«« vinces, and Plantations in North Ameri- 
ca, has been found by experience to. oc- 
« cafion- great uneaſineſſes and diſorders, and 

| cc has 
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in defending and maintaining her freedom, as ſhe has 
heretofore been happy in enjoying it. 

Wetc I a native and en inhabitant of Britain; and 
capable of affording the leaſt advice, it ſhould con- 
Kantly be; to confirm the- Colonies in the fulleſt exer- 
Cile of their rights, and even to explore for them 
every poſſible avenue of trade, which ſhould not inter- 
fere with her own manufafures, From the Colonies, - 
when ſhe is worn with age, ſhe is to expect renewed 
ftrength. But the field I am entering is too large for 
the preſent: may heaven forbid, that it ſhould yet be 
truly ſaid of Great Britain, Quam Deus vult perdere . 


1 am with ſtrict truth, 
| S IR, 
Your- moſt humble ſervant, 
SAMUEL ADAMS, 
John Wilkes, Eſq; eee 
NI/ 


TE 

& has by ſundry miſrepreſentations been made 

the means of miſleading many of his Ma- 

i jeſty's faithful ſubjects. — Theſe words 

are a kind of ſecond Declaratory Ad, in which 

the right of taxation is aſſerted at the inſtant 

you give Commiſſioners power to ſuſpend it. 
Was this meant as a healing meaſure ?' ' 

Could Miniſters really intend to confer a fa- 

| vour, 
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My Lord, Philadelphia, July 8, 1775. 
Permit the Delegates of the people of twelve ancient 
Colonies to pay your Lordſhip, and the very reſpectable 
body of which you are head, the juſt tribute of grati- 
rude and thanks for the virtuous and unfolicited re- 
ſentment you have ſhewn to the violated rights of a- 
free people. The City of London, my Lord, having 
in all ages, approved itſelf” the patron of liberty, and 
the ſupport of juſt government, againſt lawleſs tyranny” 
and oppreſſion, cannot fail to make us deeply ſenſible 
of the powerful aid-our cauſe muſt receive from ſuch 
adyocates ; a cauſe, my Lord, worthy the ſupport of 
the firlt city in the world, as it involves the fate of a 
great continent, and threatens: to ſhake: the founda- 
tions of a flouriſhing, and, until lately, a happy em- 
North America, my Lord, wiſhes moſt ardently for a 
laſting connection with Great Britain, on terms of juſt 
and equal liberty; leis tnan-which generous minds will- 
not 
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vour, as they affected to think, and yet chuſe 
the moſt offenſive, the moſt obnoxious, the 
moſt galling expreſſions? Thepreambletoone 
of the other Conciliatory Bills is liable to the 
fame ſtrong objection. It is, for the quiet- 
ing and extinguiſhing of divers jealouſies 
<« and miſrepreſentations of danger to their 


« liberties and legal rights, which have 
« miſled 


—_—_—_ 
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not offer, nor brave and free ones be willing to re- 
ceive. 
A cruel war has; at length, been opened againſt us, 
and, whilſt we prepare to defend ourſelves, like the de- 
ſcendants of Britons, we ſtill hope that the mediation 
of wiſe and good citizens will at length prevail over 
deſpotiſm, and reſtore harmony and peace on perma- 
nent principles, to an oppreſſed and divided empire. 
We have the honour te be, 
| My LorD,. 
With great eſteem, 
Your Lordlhip's' 
Faithful friends and Felloxu- ſuljects. 
By Order of the Congreſs. 
Jonn Hancock, Preſident, 

To the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lord 
Mayor and Livery 
of the City of Lon- 
don, 


781 
0 miſled many of his Majeſty's ſubjects in 
the Colonies, Provinces, &c.“ Muſt not 
ſuch expreſſions be neceſlarily conſidered by 
the Congreſs as the language of high and di- 
rect inſult? The Commiſſioners muſt de- 
rive all their powers from theſe acts of the 
legiſlature, in which the Americans were 
accuſed and upbraided, Are theſe the win- 
ning, perſuaſive arts of peace and reconcilia- 
tion? Was a reconcihatien really intended, 
or have Miniſters only in view to delude the 
nation, and to incenſe them againſt the A- 
mericans, with the abſurd hope of at laſt 
compelling.them to an ancond#ticnal' ſubmiſ- 
fun 
Adminiſtration, ſir, thought the game def. 
perate, and had only in view their own ſafe. 
ty, the preſervation of their power, and per- 
haps a facility in the enſuing loan. They 
knew the ſolemn declarations. of the Con- 
greſs to ſome of the greateſt pywers of Eu- 
rope, ſo early as December 1776, and con- 
firmed laſt November, the baſis of which 
reſted ſolely on their independence. They poſ- 
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give it them de jure. If the preſent propoſt- 


tions are rejected, we cannot heſitate in pre- 
ferring the acknowledgment of their inde- 


pendence to an expenſive and bloody war, in 


which at laſt congueft is admitted to be an 
impoſſible and frantic attempt. We ought 


to enter into a fœderal union with them, and 
endeavour to ſecure the advantages of the 
moſt important trade with America by a 


commercial treaty, which would be recipro- 


cally advantageous to both countries—unleſs 
indeed the eloquence of our Commiſſioners can 
effect what the force of our arms has in vain 
attempted, their relinquifhing the claim of 
independence. The adminiſtration are per- 
fectly acquainted with the various commer- 
cial engagements of the Colonifts, from 
which they cannot recede. It appeared like- 
wiſe that the military as well as the civil have 
concurred in reprobating every idea of a de- 
pendance on this country, The ſerptre of A- 
merica is departed from Eritain. I hree months 
after the Eritiſh army had taken their capi- 
tal, the ſeat of the Congreſs, Philadelphia, 


| Waſhington gave it out in general orders 


\ 


„ fgom 


L AK 1 

from head quarters, December 17, 1777. 
« We may on the beſt grounds conclude, 
« that by a ſpirited continuance in the mea- 
« ſures neceſſary for our defence, we ſhall 

« finally obtain the end of our warfare, inde- 
« pendence, liberty, and peace.” In Octo- 
ber 1774, the Congreſs humbly ſupplicated 
his Majeſty for peace, liberty, and ſafety. Since 
that period, ſafety had been ſecured to them 
by their own proweſs, except indeed on ſome 
parts of their very extenſive coaſt, They 
had ſince been driven into independence, and 
began to taſte its ſweets, We had cancelled 
all the ties by which the two countries were 
Jong held together, and ſince we had for-ed 
them into a very reluctant warfare, they 
held to the people and the army, as its great 
end, the manly language of independence, li- 
berty, and peace. America was driven to 
deſperation. It is now, as to us, a boſom 
friendſhip ſoured to an implacable hatred, 
We have wantonly burnt her towns, butch- 
ered her men, women, children, even 1n- 
fants at the breaſt, maſſacred the captives in 
cold blood, ſcalped the dying and wounded, 


and 


[8] 


end earried fire and ſword through her moft 
fertile provinces. 'What a contraſt has her 
conduct been to a whole Britiſh army, and 
general, who capitulated'? What a nobleneſs 
in turning away from the humiliating ſpec- 
.tacle of Engliſh ſoldiers piling their arms by 
word of command from their own officers * Are 
our Miniſters weak enough to expect to ca- 
jole America with a parchment Act, at the 
moment they declare that they deſpair of 
conqueſt by the ſword ? The idea muſt to 
them be perfectly ridiculous, when the Ame- 
. ricans recollect that the noble Lord with 
the blue ribbang, .at the beginning of the 
war, had prophecied that they would be 
. ſoon at our feet, and the noble Lord at the 
head of the American department, had in- 
ſiſted on unconditional ſubmiſſion. The Ame- 
ricans had now tried their ſtrength, and 
found their reſources, both on their own 
continent and in Europe, adequate to all 
their views. They ſaw the world in admi- 
ration of their firmneſs and fortitude, . in the 
warmeſt applauſe even of their military at- 
chievements. The Seal of the French na- 
tion 
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tion in their cauſe roſe to the higheſt pitch 
of enthuſiaſm, and even this iſland might ſay 
to America, in the words of Horace, #- 
e cæde gaudentes Britanni compoſitis veneran< 
«K tur ar mis. pt. 2 

The honourable “ gentleman, ſir, who 
made you the motion for the third reading of 
the bill, ſays, the Americans will ſee, « that 
« we do not mean to tax them.” They have 
no confidence, fir, in any of our profeſſions 
or promiſes, The act of parliament of the 
ſeſſion, or the ſecretary's official. letter, they 
hold in equal contempt. In 1765, there 
was ſo great a ſtagnation of our commerce 
in conſequence of the Stamp Act, that in the 
following year that unjuſt, as well as uncom- 
mercial act, was repealed, and all the ſources 
of trade between Great Britain and her Co- 
lonies were again opened, and flowed in 
abundance, Notwithſtanding this, in the 
very next year, duties to be paid in America 


were impoſed. on tea, glaſs, paper, and other 
articles, 


— 


* Sir Grey Cooper, Bart. member for Saltaſh, joint 
e cretary to the treaſury. 


Aan 
articles, which threw the whole empire again 
into convulſions. America ſaw that we were 
.not to be confided in during the ſhort period 
of a ſingle year, and that no tie, even of our 
own intereſt, could bind us to any terms of 
Future ſecurity for them. It is impoſſible, 
-without the higheſt indignation, to reflect 
from what a height of profperity we are now 
in conſequence fallen into an abyſs of miſery 
and ruin. The diſpoſitions of America in 
1766 were moſt friendly and affectionate. 
The wiſe meaſure of the repeal of the Stamp 
AR diffuſed univerſal joy through the thir- 
teen, now revolted, Colonies. At Philadel- 
:phia in May 1766, they unanimouſly came 
to the following refolutions That to de- 
c monſtrate our. zeal to Great Britain, and 
4 our gratitude for the repeal of the Stamp 
.« AR, each of us will, on the fourth of 
« June next, being the birth-day of our 
« moſt gracious ſovereign George the Third, 
ce dreſs ourſelves in a new ſuit of the manu- 
factures of England, and give what home- 


e ſpun we have to. the poor,” What were 
the 


* 


4 


the unanimous reſolutions of the Congreſs not 


ten years after, in the very ſame town ? Our 
enemies have publiſhed them to the world with 
mockery and triumph. With what perfidy 
has the province of the Jerſies been treated ? 
When that province returned to its allegi- 
ance, was it reſtored to the free exerciſe of 
its trade and commerce, and tothe ſame pro- 


tection and ſecurity as if it had never revolt- 


ed? Or did that province continue under the 
ban of the empire, as a Jucrative job to the 
friends of the Miniſter ? Yet the Miniſter, in 
the King's name, at the opening of the ſeſ- 
fion of parliament in October 1775, ſolemn- 
ly held out ſuch promiſes to the Americans. 
It is impoſſible the Coloniſts can have any 
confidence in ſuch Miniſters, or their agents, 
or Commiſſioners ; and unleſs men, as well as 
meaſures, are changed, no permanent recon- 


ciliation, can be effected. Our perfidy may 


indeed poſſibly be retaliated upon us in a mock 


treaty and. a deluſive negotiation, but no 


ſtable, ſolid peace can be obtained with the 


Americans by the authors of their grievances. 
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The ear of England, fir, is rankly abuſed by 


Miniſters who pretend to aſſure us of pacific 
diſpoſitions in the Colonies, and a defire to 
return to their dependence on the parent 
ſtate, when not the leaſt ſymptom of ſuch a 
nature has appeared. Has the Congreſs, or 


any one colony, made the leaſt overture to a 
reconciliation, ſince their declaration of inde- 


pendence ? Have not the Americans expreſſed 
the utmoſt abhorrence of the Miniſters, who 
are to nominate the Commiſſioners, inſtead of 
a diſpoſition to treat with them? and will 
they entertain a more favourable idea of their 
creatures? I muſt declare that I ſee nothing 
in the intended negotiation, but diſgrace and 
humiliation on our part, after our repeated 
injuries, except indeed a Jucrative job for five 
bold, hungry, dependents of the miniſter, 
Would to God, ſir, I may be miſtaken, and 
that the Commiſſioners may return to Europe 
with unenvied wealth and bloodleſs laurels, 
Their grateful country will honour them to 
its lateſt poſterity, and their fame will be im- 
mortal. 


An 
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An Honourable * gentleman, dite ur the 
greateſt ornaments of this houſe, ſays, that 
he obſerves great benevolence among us to- 
wards the Americans. I heartily wiſh that I 
could diſcover it, Among three ſets of gen- 
tlemen mentioned by him, 1 fear the A- 
mericans have very few friends, All the 
dependents of adminiſtration, the large ma- 
jority in this houſe, who have voted all 
the cruel and oppreſſive acts now to be ſuſ- 
pended, have certainly no great benevalence to- 
wards the Americans. Thoſe, who are ac- 
cuſtomed to pace in the trammels of a deſpo- 
tic Miniſter, and to be obedient to his ſove- 
reign nod, naturally abhor the enthuſiaſtic 
love of liberty, the uncontrouled ſpirit of the 
ſons of freedom. I ſuſpect likewiſe that 
there is not much good-will towards our fel- 
low-ſubjects in the Colonies, among the in- 
habitants in the northern parts of our own 
inland. It would be a curious ſpeculation to 
inveſtigate the cauſes of the marked hatred 
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of. the Scots in general to the Americans, Is 


it, fir, that although ſome ſmall parts of A- 


merica are almoſt over-run with tories, as 
others are with different deſtructive animals, 


yet there ſcarcely ever was found a ſingle 


Jacobite in all our Colonies ? Are the Scots 
in deſpair, becauſe they have not been able to 
find any thing in North America congenial 


with them ? They cannot there mingle trea- 


ſon with treaſon. Is it that believing the 
preſent reſiſtance in the Colonies to partake 
of the nature of a true rebellion, they are 
jealous of ſuch an uſurpation of the Ameri- 
cans on their peculiar prerogative? Scotland 
ſeems, indeed, the natural foyer of rebellion, 
as Egypt is of the plague; but, ſi, no mono- 


polies in this commercial country are permit- 


ted. Mancheſter and Liverpool would op- 


poſe ſuch a monopoly, and juſtly claim no 
ſmall ſhare in it, from their vigorous efforts 


in favour of the Pretender in 1745. It will, 


- fir, be a new and curious ſpectacle in 1778, 


to mark the North pouring forth her hardy 
ſons to quell an American, not to aid a na- 


tive, rebellion, carefully nurſed in her frozen 
boſom, 


1 
boſom, and afterwards in a tainted part f 
England kindly tendered and foſtered in its 
progreſs to the South, The third ſet of per- 
ſons lately mentioned, are the country gen- 
tlemen. I reſpect the character, but J fear 
many of them are hoſtile to America and A- 
merican rights. They are for the moſt part 
ſteady, not burthened or perplexed with many 
ideas, and perhaps with few of a very liberal 
nature, A ſingle principle appears of late to 
have governed them, They hoped to throw 
off from their ſhoulders on the poor Ameri- | 
cans a conſiderable part of the enormous bur- 
dens, under which they groan, of the debts 
of their late adopted German, and the pre- 
ſent American, war. The noble Lord with 
the blue ribband, had aſſured them of a ſolid 
end ſubſtantial revenue from America, On 
this plan of private ceconomy to them the 
Miniſter bargained for their ſupport. Their 
diſappointment, and the ſenſe of his jockey- 
ſhip, has undoubtedly much chagrined them 
but I will not dwell on this ſubject, Their 
eyes ſcem to be opening, juſt as they are 


drowning. | | 
FI Ano. 
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Another honourable * gentleman com- 
plains, „that every thing reſpecting the 
* public is in a, great degree neglected, and 
« that ſome of our moſt important concerns 
« are ſcarcely regarded.” He has accord- 
ingly, with much good ſenſe, held out to the 
Houſe the idea of a committee to examine in- 
to the expenditure of the public money, du- 
ring this war, I agree with him, that no- 
thing is now ſecure, or indeed properly ta= 
ken care of except the Proteſtant ſucceſſion. 
His propoſal meets my full and warm appro- 
bation. Another committee however, ſeems 
to me ſtill more immediately neceſſary, a 
committee to enquire into the nature. and 
cauſes of the failureof the Canadian expedi=- 
tion, for we cannot hide the nation's ſcar. I 
am ſorry to be informed that the houſe is to 
be prorogued ꝗ at Eaſter, for I fear we can- 
not in this ſeſſion undertake both theſe im- 
portant. 


Thomas Gilbert, Eſq; member for Litchfield. 
; Notice of this had been given the preceeding week 
o the committee Clerks of both houſes, that all pri- 


vate-buſineſs might be expedited, it having been deter- f 
minded to prorogue Parliament on the Thurſday be- L 


fore- 0! 
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portant concerns. The enquiry into the 
Canadian expedition, the loſs of a Britiſtt ar- 
my, and the horrid cruelties ſaid to be com- 
mitted. on our fellow-ſubjects, are of the firſt 
importance, both to vindicate the honour of 
our ſovereign, and the humanity of the na- 
tion. I am ſhocked; fir, at the falſe rumours 
daily ſpread, and the foul reproaches caſt on 
the common father of all his people. It is 
circulated in print, fir, that on the 17th of 
October, after Burgoyne's capitulation, in 
which Gates demonſtrated a refined delicacy 
of honour, unparalleled in European armies, 
the Britiſh general was received with reſpect, 
and dined with the American hero, that no- 
thing unkind was ſaid to him, except aſking 
how he could find in his heart to burn the poor 
country people's houſes wherever he paſſed, and 
that he anſwered, thatit was the King's orders. 
From all the letters of Burgoyne it has been 


repeatedly aſſerted, that the project of the 
F 4 Canadian 


fore Eaſter, on the 16th of April. The unexpected 
Declaration from the Marquis de Noailles, on the 13th 
of March, however kept the Parliament fitting till the 


zd of June. 


[8] 
Canadian expedition originated from the c 
of the King, and the office of the American 
Secretary, and that the employing the ſavages 
againſt our fellow- ſubjects was among the 
primary ideas adopted on that occaſion. The 
American Secretary in a letter to General 
Carleton, dated Whitehall, March 26, 1777, 
fays, © As this plan cannot be advantageouſ- | 
« ly executed without the aſſiſtance of Ca- 
« nadians and Indians, his Majeſty ſtrongly 
ic recommends it to your care to furniſh 
« both expeditions with good and ſufficient 
'« bodies of thoſe men, And I am happy in 
c knowing that your influence among them 
« is ſo great that there can be no room to 
« apprehend you will find it diflicult to fulfil! 
« his Majeſty's intentions. In the “ Thoughts 
« for conducting the war from the ſide of 
«© Canada, by General Burgoyne,” which 
were approved by the King, Burgoyne deſires 
a thouſand or more ſavages, Colonel Butler 
was directed to diſtribute the King's bounty 
money among ſuch of the ſavages as would 
join the army ; and, after the delivery of the 
preſents, he aſks for 40111. York currency 


more, 


89 J 
more, before he left Niagara. He adds in a 
letter on our table, „I flatter myſelf that 
te you will not think the expence, however 
c high, to be uſeleſs, or given with too la- 
« viſh a hand- waited ſeven days, to deli- 
« ver them the preſents, and give them the 
e hatchet, which they accepted, and pro- 
« miſed to make uſe of it,” This letter is 
dated Ontario, July 28, 1777. In another 
from the ſame officer it is ſaid, *© The Indians 
« threw in an heavy fire on the rebels, and 


« made a ſorcking ſſaugbter with their ſpears 
de and Hatchet. The ſucceſs of this day will 


« plainly ſhew the utility of your Excellen- 
« cy's conſtant ſupport of my unwearied en- 
« deavours to conciliate to his Majeſty fo ſer - 
« yiceable a body of allzes.” This is a letter 
from Colonel Butler to Sir Guy Carleton, 
dated Camp before Fort Stanwix, Aug. 15, 
1777. Burgoyne's barbarous proclamation 
appears to be only a conſequence of his ſan- 
guinary inſtructions, | | 
General Gates's letters have informed the 
world with what ſavage ferocity and cruelty 
the Indians carried on a war, to which they 


* 


Were 


. . 


1 

were ſo ſtrongly invited. An Indian cam» 
paign is known to be productive of every 
ſpecies of torture, to which the human frame 
is ſubject. In the laſt campaign ſcarcely 
fewer women and children, in ſome parts 
where the war raged with the greateſt fury, 
expired under the torture of the tomohawk 
and ſcalping- nie, than were killed by the 
ſword and bayonet among thoſe who bore 
arms. Colonel Butler's letter to Sir Guy 
Carleton of July 28th ſays, „many of the 
« priſoners were, conformable to the Indian 
« cuſtom, afterwards killed.” Has the * 
Secretary at war yet thanked the ſabages in 
the King's name for theiralacrity ? I have not 
had time fully to examine the numerous pa- 
pers on our table, and therefore I am igno- 
rant whether we have any letter from his 
Lordſhip ſimilar to that from the war-office, 

of the 12th of May, 1768, « that having 
« had the honour of mentioning to the 
« King the behaziour of the detachments 


& from the ſeveral tribes of Indians, which 
cc have 


f 
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* Lord Barrington, member for Plymouth. 
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« have lately been employed in ſcalping and 
« tomohawking his American ſubjects, he 
« has great pleaſure in informing the general, 


c that his Majeſiy highly approves of the 
«© conduct both of the Indian chiefs and the 


« men, and means that his royal approbation 
e ſhould be communicated to them through 
« the general. Employing Indiam in ſuch a 
« ſervice gives him [the humane Secretary at- 
ar] pain, but it is neceſſary, He hopes. 
© they will continue to perform their duty with: 
« alacrity. Every poſhble regard ſhall be 
e ſhewn to their zeal, and they ſhall have the 
e protectzon- of the law, and this office, un- 
der every diſagreeable circumſtance,” 

Mr. Burgoyne held himſelf out as an ac- 
tive agent on this oecaſion, not by the ſlight- 
eſt mention of any ſuppoſed military talents,, 
but by ſuch abject flattery of the Ameri- 
can Secretary, as I hope no other man in 
Europe could commit. He declares in a 
letter to Lord George Germagne, dated from 
Hertford-ſtreet, Jan: 1, 1777, © 1 humbly 
“ laid myſelf at his Majeſty's feet for ſuch 
active employment as he might think me 

| &« worthy 
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worthy of.— This was the ſubſtance of my 
t audichce on my part. I undertook it, and 


« I now report to your Lordſhip, in the 
ce hope of your patronage in this purſuit; a 
« hope, my Lord, founded not only upon a 
« juſt ſenſe of the honour your Lordſhip's 
4 friendſhip muſt reflect upon me, but alſo 
« upon a feeling that I deſerve it, in as 
& much as a ſolid reſpect, and ſincere per- 
« ſonal attachment can conſtitute ſuch a 
&« claim.“ In his letter of June 22, 1777, 
he ſeems to have fully entered into the ideas 
of his principal; for he ſays, © that he met, 
« the Indians yeſterday in Congreſs, and gave 
© them a war-fza/t according to their cuſ- 
« tom,” of which war-fea/? we know the moſt 


ſolemn ceremony to be drinking human 
blood out of the ſkulls of their enemies. In 
the ſame conference he conſents to the mang- 
ling of the dead, for he ſays that he allowed 
« the Indians to take the ſcalps of the dead.“ 
Surely, fir, an enquiry into thoſe horrors, and 
the failure of an expedition which has not 
only diſgraced our arms, but obſcured the 


name of Engliſhmen, and fixed a foul ſtain on 
| Our 
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our national character, is ſtill more worthy 
of our enquiry than even the waſte of pub- 
lic treaſure, although we are, I fear, if the 
war continues, too near the brink of a gene- 


ral bankruptcy, | 
I obſerve, fir, that gentlemen have this day 


been very fond of giving advice to Miniſters, | 


I am not fond at any time of giving advice, 
but I will for once follow the example. My 
advice then, ſir, to adminiſtration is, to ſup- 
plicate his Majeſty to order an immediate ceſ- 
ſation of arms in North America, and to 
recall his forces, Humanity and juſtice call 
* aloud for this meaſure, The Miniſter has at 
laſt confeſſed, we cannot canguer America. To 
what purpoſe then are more torrents of blood 
to be ſhed ? The Americans will accept, or 
they will reject, your propoſitions. If they 
are accepted, the war is at an end by conceſ- 
hon, If they are rejected, the end of the 
war, conqueſt, has been found, and is now 
acknowledged to be, impracticable. The 
ſhedding of the blood therefore of a ſingle 
man for an object, which confefledly cannot 


be obtained, is not only unjuſtifiable, but 


highly 


| 
. 
[ 
| 


1 
highly criminal. Many of the meaſures of 
oppoſition have been at length adopted by 
Miniſters. I hope this, the moſt important 
of all, will have the ſame ſucceſs, An im- 
mediate ceſſation of arms was propoſed the 
very firſt day of this ſeſſion, by an excellent 
young nobleman on this ſide the Houſe ®, It 
will do more than all your Commiſſioners can 
without it, Pethaps it may fave Howe from 
the fate of Burgoyne. It will give time for 
cooling on both ſides, and at leaft ſhew that 
you are relenting towards your brethren, that 
you are eager for that peace and reconcilia- 
tion, which alone can form the ſolid happi- 
neſs of both countries, and muſt be devoutty 
wiſhed by every friend in each to their mu- 
ual proſperity, It may ſave the fragments 
of this diſmembered empire, for 1 own I ſhall 
tremble for the fate of Canada, nearly Joſt 
three years ago, Nova Scotia, the two Flo- 
ridas, and even the Weſt Indian iſlands, if the 
powerful confederacy of the "Thirteen Unit- 


ed Colonies continues, 
Sir, 


— 
— 


* Marquis of Granby, member for Cambridee 
Vniverſtey. 
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Sir, I heartily wiſh ſucceſs to theſe Con- 
ciliatory Bills, and that we may regain by 
treaty what we have loft by tyranny and 
arms. I would agree to almoſt any treaty 
rather than continue this ruinous war, which 


has coft already above thirty millions ſterling, 
and the loſs of 20,c00 men, I entirely ap- 
prove the effort, although I have my fears 
that it is made too late. Sat benz, ff ſat cit. 
Let the experiment however be tried, and 
may both Britain and America again form one 
p owerful empire on the principles of equal 
liberty, juſt, mild, commercial, and tolerant 


We ſhall then be able to ſtand the {ſhock of 
all the adverſe powers of the world, again 
feared and reſpected abroad, and at home a 
great, united, and happy people. 


Vores of April 2, 1778. 


A Motion was made, and the Queſtion 
being put, That leave be given to bring in a 
Bill, more effectually to prevent the danger- 
cus and unconſtitutional practice of giving 


or 
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or granting money to the Crown, as a pri- 
vate aid, loan, benevolence, or ſubſcription, 
For public purpoſes, without the conſent of 


Parliament. 


Mr. Wilkes ſaid, 


Mr, Speaker, | 

In this free country, where the people 
have ſo conſiderable a ſhare in the legiſlature, 
I hold it to be the duty of every man to 
watch over the conſtitution, The members 
of this Houſe are more particularly delegat- 
ed to a charge of this moment and impor- 
| tance. - Any wilful negligence or inat- 
tention in us would be a breach of truſt, 
In this thorough conviction I ſhall take 
the liberty of ſubmitting to your conli- 
deration ſome late proccedings, becauſe I am 
convinced they are, althongh countenanced 
by the higheſt authority, directly repugnant 
to the genius of our laws and government. 
The late encroachments on the conſtitution 
by the executive power of the ſtate have 
neither been gradual, nor inconſiderable. 
| Among 
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Among the great outlines of this well- 

poized conſtitution, I believe it will be ac- 
knowledged, that one of the moſt ſtriking is, 
the power aſſumed and regularly exerciſed by 
this Houſe of granting the money of the 
people, This creates the dependance of the 
Crown on Parliament for ſupplies. The 
purſe of the nation has been ſubject only to 
the controul of this branch of the legiſlature, 
So great a jealouſy has prevailed on this 
occaſion, that the other Houſe have never 
been ſuffered to make the leaſt alteration in 
a bill, which could in any way be conſtrued 
to be a Money Bill, even by a fine or penalty 
in an enacting clauſe, This, fir, is the plaſ- 
tick power of our creation, It gives us a 
certain, not a precarious exiſtence, It is 
the ſingle circumſtance, which, under every 
change of Miniſters, enſures .our meeting 
annually within theſe walls, Were the 
Land and Malt taxes made permanent, could 
a revenue adequate to the whole annual 
public expence, and probable contingencies, 
with the neceſſary ways and means, be voted 
by Parliament for a term of years, I ſuſpect 
Vor. III. G the 
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the preſent ſet of Miniſters would adviſe as 
long an intermiſſion of Parliaments as took 
place under ſome of the Stuarts. I do not 
mean, fir, that they have zow any thing to 
dread from the tame repreſentatives of an in- 
jured people, whom former Miniſters, who 
held the ſame principles and conduct, uſed 
to approach with fear and trembling, Mi- 
niſters have now drawn the ſting of this 
great popular aſſembly. We have ſeen this 
very Seſſion ſuch a ſervile complaiſance, ſuch 
anextreme of contradiction to themſelyes, that 
it ſhocks common faith, and muſt diſgrace 
the Majority here in the eyes of all Europe. 
No Cameleon ever ſhifted more ſuddenly 
to the oppolite colour than they have done 
from inſolence, intemperate rage, and war, to 
meekneſs, peace, and almoſt humiliation to 
the Americans. | 

Can any thing, fir, be more alarming to 
the acknowledged right and privilege of this 
houſe, than the doctrine lately propagated, 
and the practice begun, of giving private 
aids, benevolences, and ſubſcriptions, for 


Public purpoſes, to the Crown, without the 
ſanction 
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ſanction of Parliament? The«conſtitution 
has wiſely placed in the {crown the right of 
raiſing forces on a very prefling and danger- 
ous emergency. It is a power neceſlary for 
the ſafety of the ſtate, for the defence of the 
people. The ſtrongeſt check is however at 
the ſame time given to any improper exerciſe 
of this power, It is controlled by the ne- 
ceſſity of an application to Parliament for 
the maintenance of ſuch forces. If troops 
could be raiſed, kept up, and paid, without 
the concurrence of this Houſe, the liberties 
of this country muſt be at the mercy of the 
military, and their commander in chief, per- 
haps an ambitious prince. Our ſtatute law, 
hr, is not ſilent on this occaſion. Every 
year in the mutiny act it is expreſsly declar- 
ed, that “ the railing or keeping a ſtanding 
« army within this kingdom, in time of 
4c peace, unleſs it be with the conſent of 
Parliament, is againſt law.“ But, fir, if 
the Crown can by a prerogative, which is 
not diſputed, raiſe a ftanding army, and by 
private loans, beneyolences, or ſubſcriptions, 
teep this ſtanding army on foot, no applica- 

62 tion 


— — 
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tion whatever need be made to Parliament. 

Our government would be that of the ſword, 

not of the law, to which all appeals muſt be 
triling and inefficacious. Parliaments are 
now convened to vote the neceſſary ſupplies, 
which are regularly aſked of the commons on 
the firſt day of the ſeſſion, If government 
could receive them in any other mode than 
by the grants of this Houſe, the legiſlature 
itſelf would not only loſe its moſt important 
function, but become unneceſſary, and very 
ſoon obnoxious. The executive power muſt 
be truſted with the raiſing of forces, but it is 

likewiſe the duty of this Houſe to their con- 
ſtituents to take care that the number of 
thoſe forces be ſo proportioned to the de- 
fence of the ſtate, that the ſecurity of the 
ſubject may be provided for, and yet no alarm 
given to a nation very juſtly jealous of the 
leaſt danger to its liberties. While the mi- 


litary receive their pay from the grants of 


this Houſe, the maintenance of the army 
muſt depend on the approbation of Parlia- 
ment; but if an artful, or enterprizing, 
prince can find other reſources, the ſoldier 

will 


1 

will then look up to the prince, and not to 
the repreſentatives of the people. The exe- 
cutive and legiſlative power muſt now con- 
cur in the meaſure of keeping on foot any 
number of regular troops, both in its firſt 
adoption, and continuance, or it cannot be 
the act of all the conſtituent parts of this 
government. If a deſigning prince, hoſtile, 
like moſt princes, to the cauſe of liberty, 
fhould be able to raiſe an army, and by fo- 
reign gold, and the mad zeal, or intereſted 
views, of a party among us, could contrive 
to keep it on foot, without the aid of Par- 
liament, what ſecurity have we for the pre- 
ſervation of our civil rights and privileges ? 
The refuſal of ſupplies in this Houſe to 
force the diſbanding an army could have no 
valid effect, for parliamentary grants would 
not be ſolicited. Future princes might go- 
vern, like the Stuarts, without parliaments, 
by the exertion of an over-ſtretched prero- 
gative, and even juries be under the controul 
of a crown officer, when the grand inqueſt of 
the nation was ſuperſeded, | 
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The conſtitution of this country, ſir, 
would be wounded in another branch of the 
legiſlature, in the Houſe of Lords, by q 
orants of money, but through the medium of 
Parliament. The Peers have undoubtedly the 
right to reject a money bill. They may now 
by their negative force the diſbanding any- 
number of troops, which they think unne- 
cellary, or dangerous to the ſafety of the na- 
tion. This important privilege would be 
taken from them, if ſuch a body of troops 
were to be maintained by any private loans, 
benevolences, or ſubſcriptions. The whole 
authority of the ſtate would thus be abſorb- 
ed in the crown, and the two other branches 
of the legiſlature become a mere phantom, 
ſuppoſing even their forms to be preſerved. 

J expect, fir, that it will be aſxed, are we 
not then at liberty voluntarily to give our 
money to the crown? Are free gifts from 
the ſubject to the King illegal? There is, 
ſir, ſcarcely a country in Europe, which has 
not groaned under the oppreſſion of what are 
called free gifts. The very term is become 
ridiculous. Many a peaſant has periſhed in 

a loath- 
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a loathſome dungeon, becauſe he would not 
be compelled to a den gratuit. The Eng- 
liſh hiſtory ſupplies innumerable inſtances 
of the cruel exaction of what have been 
termed woluntary loans and benevolences to 
the King. Many families have been ruin- 
ed under the Tudors and Stuarts, becauſe 
they would not be forced to free will offer- 
ings to the Sovereign againſt their conſent, 
The indifcreet ardour of a few begins a 
ſubſcription, or loan, and then the reſt of a 
nation are compelled, under pain of our ut- 
moft royal diſpleaſure, to the ſame exertion, 
ſometimes to their utter deſtruction, Nei- 
ther can equality be obſerved in ſuch contri- 
butions, whereas the fair and equal propore 
tion of what every ſubject ſhould pay to the 
exigencies of the ſtate is one of the moſt im- 
portant objects of every legiſlature, It be- 
comes then the wiſdom of parliament to put 
a ſtop to all abuſes of this nature by an ex- 
preſs ſtatute. 

I have heard, fir, the Act of the 13th of 
Charles II. mentioned as an enacting law on 


this occaſion; but, fir, it þy no means 
G 4 reaches 
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reaches the preſent caſe, That Act only 
provides, that no commiſſions or aids of this 
nature can be iſſued out, or levied, but by 
« authority of parliament, and that this Act, 
and the ſupply hereby granted, ſhall not 
be drawn into example for the time to 
*© come.” The nature of thoſe aids and com- 
miſſions was by authority under the great ſeal 
of England, to empower certain perſons to re- 
ceive ſuch ſubſcriptions as his Majeſiy's good 
ſubjects ſhould voluntarily offer, no fen, not 
being a peer of this realm, in ſuch offer or pre- 
ſent, to exceed the ſum of 200 I. nor any peer of 
this realm the ſum of 4001. Reference is al- 
ways had in this Act to commiſſions iſſued 
under the great ſea], The neceſſity however 
of ſuchan Act at a very particular period plain- 
ly ſhews the ſentiments of that parliament, as 
to the general doctrine of loans and ſubſcrip- 
tions, without the concurrence of the legi- 
{lature, 
There was, fir, ſomething peculiarly offen- 
five to this houſe in the manner and time, 
which the zealous partizans of a deſperate 


adminiſtration choſe, for the late unconſtitu- 
tional 
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tional mode of levying money without the 
conſent of Parliament. The Miniſter had 


dictated to the majority an adjournment of a 
very unuſual length. Immediately after, 
their agents were buſily employed in getting 
ſubſcriptions and raiſing troops. There 
had not been the leaſt previous intimation of 
the new plan to this houſe, nor the uſual meſ- 
ſage from the crown, No alarming ſtate- 
ſymptom had recently appeared, even ac- 
cording to the apprehenſion of Miniſters. 
The noble * Lord with the blue ribband 
aſſured us, that he knew nothing of a treaty 
between America and France, nor did he believe 
its exiſtence, ſo judiciouſly had the immenſe 
ſums we had voted for ſecret ſervices been ap- 
plied. The Houſe adjourned on the 10th of 
December, and we have on our table a letter 
from the War office of the 16th, in which 
the ſecretary at war tells a gentleman Þ very 
near me, that he “ was commanded by the 


« King to acquaint him that his Majeſty 
„ approves 


M— 
„ 


1 Lord North. 
+ Sir Thomas Egerton, Bart, member for Lanca- 


ſhire, 
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© approves of the very handſome offers made 


& by the town of Mancheſfer, through him, 
< for railing a regiment of foot at their own 


ec expence, the regiment to conſiſt of eight 
« battalion companies, one company of 
< orenadiers, and one of light infantry.” 
The eagerneſs of the inhabitants of that loyal 
town to ſubſcribe could only find a parallel 
in their efforts during the years 1745 and 
1746, and in the ſplendid zeal of ano- 
ther equally well affected town in the ſame 
county, I mean Ziverpocl, It appears from 
the ſame letter, that the Mancheſter regi- 
ment was to conſiſt of no Jeſs than one thou- 
ſand private men, beſides a colonel, lieute- 
nant colonel, major, captains, ligutenants, 
enſigns, ſerjeants, corporals, drummers, and 
fifers. The ſame eſtabliſhment was to take 
place for Ziverpos/, Lord Barrington pro- 
miles, in the King's name, that © the of- 
6 ficers ſhall be entitled to Hay, in cafe 
« the regiment {hall be reduced after it has 
ee been once eſtabliſhed.” This was to be 
conſidered as an engagement from the pub- 


lic, although without the leaſt communica- 
| Lon. 
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tion to Parliament, or conſent of this Houſe. 


The ſame promiſes were made to all the dif- 
ferent corps, which were to be raiſed during 


the late adjournment in another part of this 
jſland, where the Proteſtant ſucceſſion in the 
illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover is now declared 
to be the ido] of the people. All the new 
raiſed Scottiſh regiments were to be entitled 
to half-pay. Theſe abſolute engagements for 
public money to be afterwards voted by 
Parliament, were made in direct violation of 
the rights of the repreientatives of the people, 
contrary to both the ſpirit and letter of 
this murdered conſtitution, On ſuch terms 
the ſecretary at war's letters on our 
table ſtate that Colonel Gordon's, Colonel 
Mackenzie's, Colonel Murray's, Colonel. 
Maclean's, Lieutenant Colonel Campbell's, 
Lieutenant Colonel Mac Donnell's, the: 
Edinburgh, Glaſgow, and Liverpool regi- 
ments, were to be raiſed, Private ſubſcrip- 
tions for the railing of theſe corps were at the 
ſame time warmly ſolicited by the agents of 
adminiſtration, 2nd carried on with an un- 
common ſpirit, immediately after the ad- 
journment for the holydays. Some great 

men 
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men had the additional douceur of ** the lift 
of the other gentlemen recommended 
„ through them for commiſſions being ho- 
<© noured with the royal approbation, and 
the ſecretary's aſſurance in the King's 
name that they ſhould have commiſſions as 
© ſoon as ever the regiment was raiſed,” be- 
tides the bribe of the half. The ſecre- 
tary of ſtate, ſir, for the northern department, 
ventured to aflert in the King's name, that 
theſe private fubſeriptions were conſtitutional. 
In a letter from that learned Lord *, the 
Ezrl of Suffolk, to Sir John Wodehouſe of 
February 


* Henry Howard, Earl of Suffolk. In not all the 
blood of all the Howards ran ſo foul and polluted a 
ſtream, before or ſince the time of the perjured evi- 
dence againſt Lord Ruſſel and Algernon Sydney, the 
Lord Howard of Eſcrick, as in the preſent ſecretary of 
ſtate for the northern department. On the 2d of Fe- 
bruary 1770, he voted againſt the Miniſtry in the 
great cauſe of the Middleſex elections, and with ano- 
ther unbluſhing apoſtate, the Earl of Buckingham- 
ſhire, ſigned the remarkable Proieſt, in which it is de- 
clared, „We deem the power which the Houſe of 
© Commons have aſſumed to themſelves, of creating 
can incapacity, unknown to the law, and thereby de- 
priv ing, in effect, all the electors of Great Britain of 


< thcir invaluable right of election, confirmed to them 
£6 by 
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February 17, it is ſaid, “ have had the ho- 
„ nour of laying before the King a copy of 
the 


* 


— 


« by ſo many ſolemn ſtatutes, a flagrant uſurpation, as 
« highly repugnant to every eſſential principle of the 
« conſtitution, as the claim of ſhip- money by King 
« Charles I. or that of the ſuſpending and diſpenſing 
« power by King James II. This being indeed in 
our opinion a ſuſpending and diſpenſing power aſ- 
« ſumed and exerciſed by the Houſe of Commons 
« 2painſt the ancient and fundamental liberties of the 
„kingdom.“ To this ſolemn declaration the names 
of the ſecretary of ſtate for the northern department, 
and the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland are ſubicribed, 
yet to this hour no ſatisfaction has been made to the 
injured frecholders of Middleſex, nor in effect to all the 
eleftors of Great Britain. The ſame adminiſtration 
continue the injury, and have been joined in the vio- 
lation of the conttitution, as well as the plunder of 
their country, by the Earls of Suffolk and Bucking- 
hamſhire. 

Lord Suffolk roſe to the favour of his royal maſter 
by the moſt formal and ſolemn ſpecies of hypocriſy, 
and by treachery to his country. He affected to be 
deeply religious, and impiouſly covered the moſt cruel 
and barbarous acts with the ſacred name of the Deity, 
with a daring appeal to God aud Nature. Lord Chat- 
ham in the Houſe' of Lords, Nov. 29, 1777, ſaid, 
«© they [the Miniſters] have let the ſavages of Ameri- 
ca looſe upon their innocent, inoffending brethren ; 
* looſe upon the weak, the aged, and defenceleſs ; on 
gold men, women, and children; upon the very babes 


«& upon 
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c the reſolutions delivered to me, and am 


.« now to inform you, that hir Majefly i; 
« fully 

cc upon the breaſt, to be cut, mangled, ſacrificed, broil- 
<< ed, roaſted, nay, to be literally eat. Was it by means 
« Jide theſe we arrived at that pinnacle of fame and 
4e grandeur, which, while it eſtabliſhed our reputation 
in every quarter of the globe, gave the fulleſt teſti- 
«© mony. of our juſtice, mercy, and national integrity? 
Was it by the tomohawk and ſcalping-knife that 
«6 Britiſh valour and hzx:anity became in a manner 
<< proverhial?” Lord Suffolk anſwered, © We are ful- 
ly juſtified in uſing every means which Cod and na- 
te ture has put into our hands. Parliamentary De- 
bates, vol. 9. p. 25. Were the Brentford bludgeons the 
.aneans which God and nature put into the hands of 
Mac Quirke and Balf to murder the freeholders of 
Middleſex ? Can it be believed, that a juſt God, who 
has declared that auboſo ſheddeth man's blood, by man 
hall his blocd be ſhed, approves the parden of theſe 
murderous villains by a pious prince, the guardian 
of our conſtitution? Are tomohawks, ſcalping-knives 
and bludgeons honourable weapons cf noble warfare, 
or civil conteſt? Are God and natyre to be called in to 
juſtify the horrid cruelties of every Indian ſavage, 
of the highwayman, foot-pad, or hired aſſaſſin? The 
Earl of Suffolk ſtands forth the profeſſed apclogitt of 
the heroes of . Hounſlow and Bagſbot. He has out- 
Heroded Herod in declamation. General Burgoyne or 
ſays, that he thought © the Iuilian alliances over- 


4 vatued----their ſervices ſometimes infigniticunt, 
often barbarous, always capricious,” Speeches 
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40 fully ſenſible of the conſtitutional zeal and 
« loyalty, which dictated thoſe reſolutions.” 
The 


** 


— 


page 3. Lord Suffolk declares that “ it avas @ very 
awiſe and neceſſary ſtep.” p. 25. It was a favourite 
court meaſure, and originated from the Queen's 
Palace. 

Lord Chatham ſaid, * his Majeſty [the late King}, 
« had too much regard for the military dignity ef his 
&« people, and alſo too much humanity to have agreed 
to ſuch a propoſal had it been made to him. Page 
96. Lord George Germaine in a letter to General 
Carleton, dated Whitehall, 26th March, 1777, de- 
clares,-.** his Majeſty | the preſent King] ſtrongly re- 
© contends it to your care, to furniſh both expedi- 
te tions with good and ſufficient bodies of thoſe men, 
« [Canadians and Indians. 

Boileau obſerves very truly, 

Vn ſot trouve toujours un plus fot, qui l'admire. 
Thus the dull St becomes an object of admiration 
to the duller Pte, That grave Scottiſh peer con- 
demns in the lump the whole Englih miniſtry. He 
has no reliſh for the wit of Lord North, but he tells Sir 
James Wright that he finds Lord Suffolk ſufficiently 
ſerious. 

The epithet of learned given in the ſpeech to Lord 
Suffolk can ſcarcely be read ſeriouſly, when it is recol- 
lected that his Lordſhip began to learn French after he 
became ſecretary of ſtate, Our fathers wers taught by. 
Swift to ſay, I knew no more Iban my Lord Mayer. 
Tis reproach cn the city is now done away, for the 
£cramon exprrſſion is, I dh,, e , tban my Lord 
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The moſt important of theſe reſolutions, which 
were agreed to at Norwich, is the raiſing 
money by a private ſubſcription for ſeveral 
avowed public purpoſes reſpecting the army. 
The ſubſcribers not only gave liberally from 
their own purſes, but promiſed to uſe their 
beſt endeaucurs, and to exert their utmoſt influ- 
ence in that county and city towards carrying 
thoſe reſolutions into execution, contrary to 
what has been demonſtrated to be the eſta- 
bliſhed doctrine of the conſtitution, that the 
crown cannot receive the money of the ſub- 
je, for public purpoſes, but through the 
medium of Parliament. It ought ſurely, fir, 
to be the conſent of the whole people by 
their repreſentatives, not the partial benevo- 
lence of a few intereſted individuals. A few 
private diſintereſted men may imagine a fa- 
vourite meaſure of their own to be a com- 
mon concern of the ſtate, while others make 
it a Jucrative job for themſelves and their de- 
pendants, by the gift or traffick of commiſ- 
fions, with the reverſion of half pay for life 
entailed on the nation, 


I con- 


E 8 
I confeſs, fir, that there is one circum- 
ſtance with reſpect to the Mancheſter, Li- 
verpool, and ſome Scottiſh regiments, which 
gives me pleaſure, I rejoice that they are to 


be ſent to Gibraltar and Port Mahon, to re- 
place the Hanoverians; for I think not only 
the ſpirit of the conſtitution groſsly violated, 
while the electoral troops of Hanover remain 
in poſſeſſion of thoſe fortreſſes, but the ſta- 
tute law of the realm may be evaded, In 
the “Act for the further limitation of the 
e crown, and better ſecuring the rights and 
“ privileges of the ſubject,” it is declared, 
that all and every perſon and perſons, who 
& ſhall or may take and inherit the ſaid 
e crown, by virtue of the limitation of this 
c preſent act, and is, are, or ſhall be, recon- 
&« ciled to, or ſhall hold communion with, 
te the ſee or church of Rome, or ſhall pro- 
“ feſs the Romiſh religion, or ſhall marry a 
% Papiſt, ſhall be ſubje& to ſuch incapaci- 
e ties, as in ſuch caſe or caſes are by the 
e ſaid recited Act provided, enacted, and 
« eſtabliſhed.” We all remember, fir, a 
very near relation of the crown, the Heredi- 
tary Prince of Heſſe, married to a daughter 
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of England; 6pehly embracing the Romiſh 
religion, If a miſguited prince could ever 
be ſo far perverted as to follow the religion, as 
well as the maxims, of the laſt Stuart King, 
and the Hanoverian troops ſhould then be in 
poſſemion of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, al- 
though the Crown of England would be for- 
feited, the Elector of Hanover might ſtill 
ſecure the poſſeſſion of thoſe important for- 
treſſes, which belong only to the Imperial - 
* Crowh of this realm. 
I approve likewiſe the departure of thoſe 
regiments on another account. I recel- 
lect what paſſed in the march of the Scot- 
tiſh rebel army ſouthward in 1746. I 
ſhall be glad to hear of their abſence, 
becauſe I do not think an invaſion of this 
country, at the preſent criſis, quite ſo 
chimerical a project as the conqueſt of Ame- 
rica, I have read in the London Gazette, 
where truth was found in the laſt Teign, a 
« Liſt of rebel officers, in the Mancheſter 
« regiment, taken at Carliſle,” by the hero 
of Culladen. 
Iam aware, ſir, that at the period, to 
which I havealluded, many ſubſcriptions were 
carried 
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carried on, and regiments raiſed, without a 
previous application to Parliament, At the 
breaking out of that rebellion the legiſlative 
body was not fitting. A long prorogation in 
the Autumn had taken place, as uſual, The 
capital of Scotland had ſurrendered to the 
rebels even before the Parliament could be 
aſſembled, and never was a more eaſy, or per- 
haps willing, conqueſt. The rebels were in 
full march into the heart of the kingdom. 
Every thing dear and valuable to Engliſhmen 
was at ſtake, Without the moſt vigorous exer- 
tions, the cauſe of public liberty muſt have 
ſunk for ever. The greatneſs of the criſis cal- 
led for thoſe ſpirited meaſures, meaſures which 
could not be warranted in times of profound 
peace and public tranquillity, In this ſenſe 
only ought the famous paſſage in Lord Hard- 
wicke's celebrated ſpeech to be underſtood. 
The firſt /aw of every ſtate is the ſalus papuli. 
When he as Lord High Steward paſſed ſen- 
tence of death on the Scottiſh peers in 1746, 
he obſerved, men of property, of all ranks. 
“ and orders, crouded in with liberal ſub- 
e ſcriptions, of their own motion, beyond the 
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examples of former times, and uncom- 
ce pelled by any law; and yet in the moſt 
c egal and warrantable manner, notwith- 
* ſtanding what. has been ignorantly and pre- 
&« ſumptuouſly ſuggeſted to the contrary.” 
He delivers the dium with unuſual and 
indecent warmth, with the furious zeal 
of a convert; for of this ignorance and pre- 
ſumption his Lordſhip had unluckily been 
himſelf guilty. A well known letter, which 
is ſtill extant, from him to a gentleman in 
Surry, a near relation of a * worthy member, 
whom I ſee in his place, in the moſt expreſs 
terms condemns all private ſubſcriptions to the 
Crown for public purpoſes, as abſolutely ille- 
gal. But, fir, I confeſs that I very little 
value the ſentiments of /awyers in general on 
the great topics of government, We have 
indeed in this Houſe three or four gentlemen 
of the law, of the moſt enlarged underſtand- 
ing, and extenſive genius; but the common 
obſervation ſtill holds good, that /awyers, of 
all profeſſions, ſeem leaſt to underſtand the 
nature of government in general, They are 
like 
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like under workmen, who are expert enough 
at making a ſingle wheel in a clock, but are 
totally ignorant how to adjuſt the various 
parts, or regulate the movement, A truly 
wiſe and deeply learned whig, Lord Hard- 
wicke's profeſſed model, the great Chancellor 
Sommers, would not, I believe, have de- 
livered ſuch a doctrine as /aw, Yet, fir, in 
my humble idea, thoſe ſubſcriptions were not 
only juſtifiable, but meritorious, I will ven- 
ture to ſay patriotic, for they tended to the 
ſalvation of the country, Perhaps, fir, after 
the extinction of that wicked, unprovoked, 
rebellion, we ought to have acted as we did 
in the caſe of the embargo on all ſhips laden 
with wheat or wheat flour in September 1766. 
The order of the King and council was cer- 
tainly irregular, illegal, but it ſaved the people 
from famine, and therefore was ſanctified by 
an Act of the whole legiſlature, The pre- 
amble of that indemnity bill ſays, „ which 
order could not be juſtified by lat, but 
« was ſo much for the ſervice of the public, 
C and ſo neceſlary for the ſafety and preſer- 
e vation of his Majeſty's ſubjects, that it 
| H 3 ce ought 
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« ought to be juſtified by Act of Parlia- 
« ment.“ 

I expect, fir, to hear it objected, that the 
preſent time is by no means a proper ſeaſon 
for ſuch a motion, as we are probably on 
the eve of a war with France, and the whole 
houſe of Bourbon. This objection will have 
no weight with me; for no man can he 
more zealous to ſtrengthen the hands of go- 
vernment, even to ſtrain every nerve of the 
ſtate, in a juſt war againſt France, aur an- 
cient enemy, the common enemy of the li- 
berties of Europe. 1 would however do it 
in a parliamentary way, I wiſh this Houſe, 
in a good cauſe, to grant the ampleſt ſupplies 
againſt that ambitious, formidable, and en- 
croaching power, although I think the pre- 
ſent Miniſters wholly inexcuſable in being 
thus long duped by her flimſy pretexts, and 
unmeaning verbal aſſurances, The meſſage to 

this Houſe of March 17 tells us, that the 


conduct of France is © contrary to the my/? 


&< ſolemn aſſurances, and ſubverſive of the law 


f nations.” Thoſe moſt ſolemn aſſurances de- 


ceived none at the time but the credulous 
court 


1% 1 119 J 

court of England, and the Miniſters on the 
other ſide of the Houſe, who wiſhed to be de- 
ceived. As to the law of nations, in my opinion 
it clearly juſtihed the /ate conduct of France. 
I call on any gentleman, the deepeſt read 
in Grotius, Puffendorf, and the other writers 
on the rights of war and peace, and the /aw 
of nations, to prove from a fingle paſſage, that 
the French amballador's late declaration is 
ſubverſtue of the law of nations. The United 
States of America were, at the concluſion of 
the late treaty, on a footing with all other 
ſtates, They had by the moſt” public adds, 
with a full chorus of applauſe from almoſt 
the whole northern hemiſphere, aſſerted their 


Independency, of which they had at that time 


near two years full poſſeſſion. The preſent © 


conduct of France to America likewiſe re- 
ceives the fulleſt juſtification from the former 
conduct both of England and France to 
Holland and Portugal, when they ſeparated 
from the Spaniſh monarchy, and became in- 
dependent ſtates. We both went further than 
France has done in this inſtance. France and 
England at that time furniſhed entire regi- 
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ments, ſhips of war, ammunition, and all 
warlike ſtores, to the revolted ſubjects of the 
Spaniſh monarch. The immediate cauſe of 
complaint at the preſent period is only that 
France has concluded a treaty of amity and 
commerce with America. Is this an unjuſt ag- 
 greſſion on England? Is this a juſt cauſe of 
hoſtilities on our ſide, and will it warrant the 
involving this country as well as France in 
all the horrors and calamities of war? France 
ſeems indeed to be taking a dreadful revenge 
on us, by ſecuring to herſelf the commerce of 
America, as an indemnity for all ſhe ſuffered 
during the laſt war; but in the treaty ſhe 
has acted according to the law of nations. 
Yet, fir, if we muſt be forced into a war, I 
do not deſpond, With the ſame * great Mi 


niſter, who ſo gloriouſly conducted that war, 
and 
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This great Miniſter paid the debt to nature on 
the 11th of May 1778. On the ſame day we find by 
the Votes of the Houſe of Commons, The Houſe be- 
te ing informed by a member in his place, that the 

4 Farl of Chatham died this morning; 


Reſolved, nemine contradicente, 
| , - 
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and the ſame noble efforts in the people, I 
ſhould not doubt of equally brilliant ſucceſs, 
; provided 


« That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Ma. 
ce jeſty, that his Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to 
te give directions, that the remains of William Pitt, 
« Earl of Chatham, be interred at the public charge; 
t and that a monument be erected, in the Collegiate 
Church of Saint Peter's, Weſtminſter, to the memo- 
cc ry of that excellent ſtateſman, with an inſcription 
cc expreſſive of the public ſenſe of ſo great and irrepa- 
tc rable a boſs; and to aſſure his Majeſty, that this 
« Houſe will make good the expences attending the 
t ſame.” 

His Majeſty's anſwer was on the 13th by Lord 
North. It did not expreſs the royal ſenſe of, ur the leaſt 
concern for, ſo great and irreparable a leſs to the na- 
tion, but coldly ſtated, “ that his Majeſty had com- 
“ manded him to acquaint this Houſe, that he will 
«* give directions as deſired by the ſaid addreſs,” 

The funeral was indeed public, but conducted with 
ſo diſgraceful parſimony and meanneſs, that the ene- 
mies of Lord Chatham's fame conſidered it as an in- 
ſult from the Court on his aſhes, after the unanimous 
reſolution of the Commons of Great Britain, and the 
known ſenſe of the nation. The language of the 
Queen's Houſe at the time was, that a man would make 
his court very ill by attending Lord Chatham's ſunerat. 
This hint ſent half the courtiers into the country, and 
confined the other half at home by ſudden illneſs, 

The late Earl was employed very little, and never 
truſted, by the preſent King. Lord Bute's forbear- 
ance in the beginning”of this reign was indeed won- 

| derful 2 
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provided we had peace with America, to whom 
in no ſmall degree we owe what ſhare of 
| confi - 
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derful, for after his acceſſion he ſuffered Mr. Pitt for 
ſeveral months to continue at the head of affairs. I 
ſuſpect it proceeded from political timidity, and per- 
haps other arrangements not being fully ſettled. His 
removal was determined from the evening of the de- 
miſe of the good old King, but the ariful Scot em- 
ployed all the low cunning of his charaRer to bring 
it about as the ſpontancous act of Mr. Pitt himſelf, 
In this he ſucceeded. The great Miniſter was over- 
ruled h regard to meaſures to be taken agaiiift 
Spain, and reſigned Oct. 9, 1761. His meaſures were 
however adopted in a fhort time, and war was at laſt 
reiuctantly declared againſt Spain the ſecond of Ja- 
nuary following, but a glorious opportunity of ma- 
king prize of the Galleons had been loſt. 

In the Houſe of Lords Lord Chatham declared, that 
evhen. be vas employed, his royal maſter appeared all 
grace, goodneſs, and condeſcenſion to him at every au- 
dience, and gave the warmeſt aſſurances of his power- 
ful fi part and countenance to all his meaſures ; yet 
every thing feemed hollow, and was made uneafy to him. 
He altvays feund bimſelf cruelly deceived, often betrayed, 
and declared that he had no ſcruple to aſſert, that there 
eras feme one avout the court greater than the King 
bimfelf. In the Houſe of Commons he had formerly 
deſcribed Lord Bute as wanting wiſdom, and holding 
principles incen;patible with freedom. In the February 
preceding his death he gave it under his hand, in the 
. with Pr. Addington, that Lord Bute 
Bal aus Ir the King and kingdom to ruin. The 
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conſideration we have among the powers of 
Europe. The navy of this country, which 
is it's ſureſt bulwark, owes its greatneſs to our 
colonies, has grown with their growth, and 
ſtrengthened with their ſtrength; a navy 
which has ungratefully and barbarouſly laid 
their towns in aſhes. Trade and commerce, 
the ſupport of moſt nations, the chief care 
of the wiſeſt, have derived their late vigour 

and 


The late teſtimony of Lord Bute in the ſame publi- 
cation is very expreſs in fayour of Lord Chatham, 
He told Sir James Wright, © Lord Chatham was 
« one of the very few he had ever acted with in 
t adminiftration, who had ſhewn great honeſty 
« and generoſity of ſentiment, with a ſincere con- 
« duct, and intention for the King's and the pub- 
* lic welfare.” This evidence, given by his moſt in- 
fidious and concealed enemy, is remarkable ; but the 
declaration at Madrid of a fair and open toe, of the 
Spaniſh Miniſter to the Engliſh ambaſſador in Auguſt 
1761, not two months before Mr. Pitt's reſignation, 
is his nobleſt panegyrick. General Wall obſerved, 
that af that time the Court of London vas in the moſt 
flouriſhing aud moſt exalted fituation it had ever known, 
occafioned by the greateſt ſerics of proſperities that any 
ſingle nation had ever met with. Lord Chatham lived 
to ſee all our glories paſs away, England covered with 
ſhame and ridicyle in the eyes of all Europe and A- 
merica, above half her empire loſt, the proud Gaul 
triumphing, and the King and kingdom brought to ruin. 
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and ſpirit from America, What dreadful 
commercial calamities have we ſuffered ſince 
the unhappy canteſt with her? If ſhe joins 
the whole houſe of Bourbon againſt us, I 
ſhall begin to be alarmed for our own inde- 
pendence. At leaſt the power and glory of 
England, which have not, till this fatal pe- 
riod, withered like a fair flower, nor been 
mowed by the ſcythe of all-devouring time, 
that ſtrikes empires from their root, will be in 
danger of being cut off by the ſword of her 
juſtly incenſed offspring. We have been 
found unequal to the conteſt with America 
alone, A Congreſs worthy of Rome, while 
Rome was free, tumidas contudit minas of an 
inſolent Miniſter, and the venal majority of 
a Britiſh parliament, All our Miniſters, fir, 
have been groſsly ignorant as to the real 
ſtrength of that vaſt Northern Continent, 
Even the great man, who is now removed in- 
to the other Houſe, deliyered a very weak 
and ill-founded opinion here in the debate 
on the repeal of the accurſed ſtamp act, that 
the force of this country could cruſh America to 
atoms. The force of this country, aided by 
Heſſians, 
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Heſſians, Hanoverians, and all the other 
German mercenaries, has effected nothing, 
but unſoldier- like retreats, in three years. 
The united force of Europe, fir, cannot cruſb 
America to atoms, if we conſider the natural 
ſtrength of the various component parts of 


that immenſe continent. Peace, Peace, there- 
fore with America ought to be our object, 
Force has been found as unavailing, as ill- 


directed. 
I fear our conduct has cemented the union 


between America and France, Since the 
affair of General Burgoyne, and the French 
acknowledgement of their Independence, it 
cannot be ſuppoſed that the Americans will 
ever think of returning to a Dependence on 
this country. The experiment, however, fir, 
might be made, of endeavouring to detach 
the United States from France, by an acknow- 
ledgment of their Independence, and a league 
of more than amity and commerce, a treaty f- 
Jenſtve and defenſive with the mother country. 
The ſame religion, language, laws, love of 
liberty, the ſame common ſtock and progeni- 


tors, the genus Latinum, Albanique patres, a 
recipro- 
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reciprocity of the important intereſts of com- 
merce, all theſe might conſolidate the baſe of 
a firmer, more compact alliance than ever 
yet was formed between two Empires. But 
alas! perhaps theſe are only pleaſing viſions, 
mere phantoms of the imagination, unſub- 
ſtantial mockertes, and the reality will be an 
obſtinate and bloody war, to be ooneluded 
poſhbly, even if this reign, in a farther dif. 
memberment of the Britiſh monarchy, I 
heartily wiſh, fir, a war with France could 
be avoided. I know we are unprepared, and 
that the people have no conhdenee in go- 
vernment. They have even a horror of Mi- 
niſtets, who have loſt more than half our 
Empire. The provocation of the day ean- 
not juſtify a war, The treaty is only of 
amity and commerce with America, not of hoſ- 
tility againſt Great Britain, or any power, 
England, in my opinion, ought to have done 
what Franee has done. But has 'ſhe, ſir, 
acted againſi us in a manner to juſtify hoſtili- 
ties on our part? Is the principle, or the 
policy, of our conduct quite aſcertained to 
be juſt; wiſe, or expedient ? An ignorant and 
incapable 
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incapable ſet of Miniſters have brought us 
into ſo diſgraceful a ſituation, that we can 
neither proceed with ſafety, nor retreat with 
honour. In ſuch contempt is this nation 
now held, that even Portugal, which was 
lately almoſt a province of this kingdom, 
looks down upon us with inſolence. 

Sir, the ſpirit of liberty is a ſpirit of jea- 
louſy. It ought to be more ſo than ever at 
the preſent æra, which ſeems peculiarly fatal 
to the cauſe of public freedom in Europe, 
while it is victorious in the Weſtern world. 
Every man, who wiſhes well to the free 
Engliſh government, muſt be alarmed for its 
ſafety, when he reflects on the fate of the 
neighbouring nations, of the moſt conſider- 
able ſtates. A late event ought always to 
be in the perſpective of the true lovers of 
public liberty. The kingdom of Sweden, 
one of the freeſt monarchies in the world, 
has recently fallen under the galling yoke of 
deſpotiſm by the treachery and perjury of its 
King. The moſt ſolemn legal obligations, 
and explicit compacts, enforced, as it was 
ſuppoſed, by the moſt ſacred ſanction of oaths, 


were 
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were found inſufficient to ſecure the liberties 
of that brave people from the invaſion of the 
military, at the inſtigation, and by the com- 
mand, of a monarch, to whom every ſpecies 
of fraud and deceit ſeems familiar. No ſo- 
vereign, in any age or country, ever made 
ſtronger and leſs equivocal promiſes to his 
people, cemented by all the hol y ties of reli- 
gion. The ſpeeches from the throne always 
held out a profound veneration for the Jaws, 
an inviolable attachment to the eſtabliſhed 
conſtitution, The pious hypocrite not only 
exprefied his own abhorrence of arbitrary 
power, but declared that he would conſider 
thoſe as the worſt enemies of his perſon and 
government, as the vileſt traitors to their 
country, who ſhould in any way, and under 
any pretence, ſeek toadd to his power, or to 
introduce an unlimited authority in his per- 
lon. He even pretended to think it his 
_ greateſt glory to be the firſt citizen of a free 
country, and he aſſerted that to govern it free 
and independent was his higheſt ambition. 
He repeatedly with great parade reminded 


the Swediſh Nation of the oaths he had taken 
| to 
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to them, and the excellence of the conſtitu- 
tion, to which he was ſo religiouſly attached, 
while at the ſame time he was meditating the 
means of enſlaving his people. By the affiſ- 
tance of the army he has acquired the molt ab- 
ſolute and deſpotic power. According to the 
* new form of government the States of 
Sweden cannot afſemble but by the royal per- 

Vol. III. I miſſion, 
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From the London GAZETTE of Sept. 5, 1772. 


Stockholm, Aug. 22. Yeſterday being the day when 
the form of government, ſavorn to by the King, of the 
29th of May, and by the ſtates the iſt of June, was 0 
be aboliſhed, and a new one to be produced in a plenum 
plenorum of all the orders, a large detachment of guards 
bas ordered to take poſſeſſion of the ſquare where the 
houſe of Nobles flands; and the palace was inveſted on 
all fides with troops, and cannon were placed in the 
court hear the hall where the flates were aſſembled. 

The ſcene was opened by a ſpeech from the throne x 
his Majeſty had in his hand the filver hammer of Guſ- 
tavus Adolphus, with which he made the ſignal for 


filence, an office uſually performed by a ſenator, but 


none were preſent. His Majeſty concluded his ſpeech 
by aſſuring the plenum, that he did not deſire the ſove- 
reignty, and would take a ſolemn oath to renounce it, 

which he immediately did. | 
His Majeſty then ordered the new form of govern- 
ment to be read to them by a Secretary of reviſion. 
This 
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miſſion. The King is to chuſe the ſenate. 
They have no right to deliberate upon any 
thing but what the King pleaſes to lay before 
them. If the contributions are not granted 
within three months, the old are to remain. 
In caſes of neceſſity the King may impoſe 
taxes, till, the ſtates are aſſembled, There 
would have been no neceſſity for this, if a 
ſlaviſn party among his own ſubjects had 
been willing and able by any private aids, 
loans, beneyolences, or ſubſcriptions, to put 

it 


— . 


This piece conſiſts of above forty articles ; ; the eſſen- 
tial ones are, 


iſt, The King is to chuſe the ſenate himſelf. 
⁊dly, His Majeſty is to call the ſtates together when 
he pleaſes, and to ſeparate them alſo when he pleaſes, 


after three months. 
3dly, The contributions are to be given by the 


ſtates z "but if not granted within three months, the old 
ones are to remain: ix caſe of invaſion, or preſſing ne- 
cet ty, bis Majeſty may impoſe ſome taxes for raiſing mo- 
ney till the flates can be aſſembled. 

4thly, When the flates are aſſembled, they are to deli- 
berate upon nothing but what his Majeſty pleaſes to lay 


before them. 
thly, His Majeſty has the ſole diſpoſition of the 


army, navy, and finances, and of all employments, 
civil and military, 


As 
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it in his power to ſupport a military eſta- 
bliſhment, and to raiſe new levies at his plea- 
ſure, He, as well as the ſovereign of Eng- 
land, has the ſole diſpoſition of the army, 
navy, and all employments civil and military. 
The perjured ſovereign of Sweden, by the 
aſſiſtance of only a ſmall part of the mili- 
tary, has enſlaved his people, and made him- 
ſelf the abſolute tyrant of a limited monarchy, 

RD. in 
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As ſoon as the whole of this piece was read through, 
his Majeſty aſked the plenum if they would give him 
their oath to obſerve this form of government; which 
being anſwered in the affirmative, he required them 
immediately to ſwear to it, which they did accordingly. 
His Majeſty then reguired the Speakers of the reſpec- 
tive orders to come to the table and ſign * ſeal the 
new form. 


After all this ceremony was over, the King ſtood 
up and ſaid, that it aas proper to thank Almighty God fer 
his aſſiftance, in bringing about ſo happy an event; and 
pulling a Pſalm Book out of his pocket, he . to 
ſing Je Deum, in which he was accompanied by the aſ- 
ſembly. 

His Majeſty then permitted the ſtates to kiſs his 
hand, after which he left the room, and the fates ſepa- 
rated without knowing whether they were to meet again 
er not. This depends on his Majefty's pleaſure, 
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in which he was born and educated, and whoſe 
conſtitution he was ſworn to preſerve *, 


I know, fir, that in the important motion, 
which I have the honour of ſubmitting to 


the Houſe, 1 ſtand on the firm conſtitutional 


1 of Engliſh liberty, and the rights of 
Parliament. 


. * 
& * * 
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In the King of Sweden's ſpeech at the opening of 
the diet on the 25th of June, 1771, he declared, 
% Born and educated among you, I learned from my 
cc early youth to love my country, to conſider it as my 
« greateſt happineſs that Twas a Swede, as my great- 
* eſt glory, that I was the firſt citizen df a free people--- 
to ſee this nation happy is my firſt object; to go- 
« yern a free and independent people, the height of my 
ambition. Do not ſuppoſe theſe are vain words, 
* contradifted perhaps by the ſecret ſentiments of my 
cc heart, They are the true picture of a heart glow- 
« ing with the moſt ardent love for glory, and for 
« my country. A heart too honeſt to dictate what it 


«© does not feel, too proud ever to recede from an engage- 


ment. On the 28th of February, 1772, his Swediſh 
Majeſty ſolemnly confirmed by oath, and his ſigna- 
ture, the twenty-four articles of the Ac of bond or ob- 
ligation to the people. 

Mr. Sheridan ſays, the King aubo that morning [Aug. 
19, 1772.] roſe from his bed the moſt limited Prince in 
Europe, in the ſpace of two hours rendered himſelf no 


leſs abſolute at Stockbolm, than the French monarch is at 
Verſailles, 


C233 J 
Parliament, I therefore particularly claim 
and call for the ſupport and aſſiſtance of 
thoſe, whom I love and venerate, the real 
whigs, and friends of this excellent conſtitu- 
tion, They are naturally jealous. of every 
infringement on the peculiar privileges of this 


14 Houſe, 


Verſailles, or the Grand Seignior at Conſtantinople. 
Page 300. | 

Since the eſtabliſhment of the late form of gavern- 
© ment in the year 1720, the Swedes had hitherto be- 


In held only foreigners on the throne, Frederic the 
« Firſt, and Frederic Adolphus,” Page 255. 


A hiſtory of the late revolution in Sweden, by 
Charles Francis Sheridan, Eſq; of Lincoln's 
Inn, and Secretary to the Britiſh Envoy in Swe- 
den, at the time of the late revolution, 


The King of Sweden plainly copies the very ex- 
preſſions of the King of England; but every brave 
Engliſhman will exert himſelf that no King of Eng- 
land ſhall ſucceſsfully follow the condu& of the King 
of Sweden. He was congratulated in the higheſt 
ſtrains of flattery by the courts of France and Eng- 
land, which perfectly agreed in their joy on this vic- 
tory over Liberty. 

The French Gazette gave a falſe and partial account 
of this inglorious revolution, which was ſaid to be peu 
preparte, and obſerved, tout manquoit à fa Majeſtẽ 
« Sutdoiſe z elle ne $'eſt pas manquee I elle meme ; fa 

« prudence, 


2 CL 6 7 
| Houſe, as the repreſentatives of all the Com- 
mons. The fundamental rights of Englith- 
men have always been their peculiar eare. 
Any acceſſion of power to the dangerous in- 
fluence of the Crown, without the ſanction 
of Parliament, they muſt reprobate. In this 
wes our my er, as a legiſlative Oy, 
ciple of duty to the fel ſyſtem of govern= 
ment under which we live, and even of ſelf- 
preſervation, this motion ought to- be ſup- 
ported, and in conſequence I hope for unani- 
mity, when 1 ſupplicate the Houſe, that 
leave be given to bring in a bill more ef- 
e fectually to prevent the dangerous and un- 
ce conſtitutional 


# ” .. ” 4 
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cr prudence, ſa fermetè, fon audace, diſons mieux, fa 
& Her a fupplẽt à tout. Les ſenateurs, aſſemhlès 
* dans leur ſalle ordinaire ẽtoĩent aux fenetres lorfque 
ce des officiers vinrent leur apporter Fordre de reſter 
* tranqdilles dans P apparternerit---ils voulurent repli- 
quer, mais leur pouvoir mg n impoſoĩt 
ce plus; ils durent obtir,” 

The prefent King of Sweden was in Paris at the 
time of his father's death, in February 1771. It is 


agreed that he planned in that capital the ruin of the 
liberties of his country, 
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ee conſtitutional practice of giving, or grant. 
&« ing, money to the Crown, as a private 
&« aid, loan, benevolence, or ſubſcription, 
ce for public purpoſes, without the conſent of 
« Parliament,” 


e April 10, 1778. 


The Lord North preſented to the Houſe 
(according to order) a * Bill for enabling 
6e his Majeſty to ſettle on their Royal High- 
e neſſes the Princes Frederick, biſhop of Ofaa- 
« burgh, William Henry, Edward, Erneſt 
& Auguſtus, Auguſius Frederick, and Adol- 
« phus Frederick, an annuity of ſixty thou- 
e ſand pounds per annum; and alſo to ſettle 
e on their Royal Highneſſes the Princeſſes 
% Charlotte Auguſta Matilda, Auguſia Sophia, 
& Elizabeth, Mary, and Sophia, one other 
& annuity of thirty thouſand pounds per an- 
« un; and alſo to ſettle on his Highneſs 
Prince William Frederick one other annuity 
& of eight thouſand pounds per annum, and 
&* on her Highneſs the Princeſs Sephia Ma- 

I 4 « tilda 
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& gilda one other annuity of four thouſand 
pounds per annum; and the ſame was re- 
ceived, and read the firſt time, and ordered to 
be read a ſecond time. 


Mr. Wilkes ſaid, 


Mr. Speaker, 

The very title of the bill, which the noble 
Lord with the blue ribband has juſt preſented 
to the Houſe, will give the trueſt pleaſure to 
the friends of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion. A 
Royal Family, already ſo numerous, is an 
invaluable addition to the national ſtrength 
and importance. Every Engliſhman, who 
is at heart anxious not only for the perma- 
nent, but the perpetual, preſervation of our 
libertics in the auguſt line of Brunſwick, muſt 
now enjoy the higheſt ſatisfaction, The 
alarming fears, which our anceſtors at vari- 
ous periods experienced, from a ſuſpicion. of 
the failure of ſucceſſion to the Imperial 
Crown of theſe realms, are not likely to diſ- 
turb their poſterity, We live in happier 
times. The gratitude of this Houſe to hea- 
ven 
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ven increaſes every year, with the fortunately 
prolific, annual increaſe of the Royal off- 


ſpring . We triumph in thoſe indearing 


pledges of our monarch's love, and the public 
felicity, which-an all-bounteous Providence 
continues to beſtow on this peculiarly fa- 
voured nation. The kingdom at large con- 
template with rapture his Majeſty's numer- 
ous, and ſtill, I hope, increaſing progeny, 
as inſuring even beyond our children's chil- 
dren, to the nati natirum, et qui naſcentur ab 
illis, the bleſſings and glories of his reign, It 
is the duty of his faithful commons here to do 
more, to provide for them in a manner ade- 
quate to their exalted birth and royal dignity. 
The meſſage, fir, from the crown points 
out to us the proviſion, and the mode of it, 
which is deſired. I give my hearty conſent 
to the grant, It will be a grant worthy of 
the 


In the (ſame ſeſſion, by the votes of Nov. 21, 
1777, it appears that the Houſe ** reſolved, that a con- 
t gratulatory meſſage be ſent to the Queen, on the 
te birth of another Princeſs---to aſſure her Majeſty, 
© that this Houſe will ever retain the trueſt ſenti- 
« ments of duty and attachment to a Queen-ͥ to 
* whom this nation owes /o many bleſſings,” 
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the Engliſh nation, worthy of the great per- 
ſonages, in whom we have nw ſo impor- 
tant an intereſt, Hereafter I truſt we may 
claim a ſhare of their future fame and glory. 
Yet, fir, I regret, that it is not made a cer- 
tain proviſion for them during his Majeſty's 


Fife, and the Duke of Glouceſtet's, as. well 
as during the life of the Prince of Wales, or 
the fucceſſors of the reigning monarch. It 
is only to take effect after the demiſe of the 
crown, and on the death of the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter. Sir, if J underſtand the bill in your 
hand, it compels the Prince of Wales to grant 
out of the hereditary revenues of the crown 
the annual ſum of 60,000]. to the King's 
fons, 30,0001. to his daughters, and 12,000]. 
to the children of the Duke bf Glouceſter, 
during their reſpective lives, but no perma- 
nent proviſion is made for them during the 
preſent reign, or the life of the Duke of 
Glouceſter. The bill effectually ties up the 
Hands of the ſucceſſor, but leaves the Prince 
on the throne the option of any proviſion for 
the children and other very near relations of 
the crown —_ the life of his preſent Ma- 


jeſty, 


1 
jeſty, and his next brother, I deſire to be 
ſet right, if I have misſtated the bill, which 
has. juſt been read to the Houſe, 

[Lord North ſaid, * the honourable gen- 
« tlemen is certainly right, The King will 
«© not be obliged to make any proviſion by 
ce this bill for any part of the Royal Family, 
« during his own life and that of the Duke 
ce of Glouceſter.” Mr. Wilkes then added,] 

I ſubmit, fir, to the Houſe, that in this re- 
ſpet the bill is imperfect. The proviſion 
for the younger branches of the Royal Fa- 
mily is not an immediate certain proviſion, 
but to take effect at a diſtant period. They 
are left at the preſent moment without the 
ſmalleſt fixed revenue, or ſupport, indepen- 
dent of the crown. The ſovereign makes no 
grant, but we are taking away, without his 
conſent, during his minority, a part of the 
hereditary revenue of the Prince of Wates, 
for the future maintenance of his brothers, 
ſiſters, and the more remote branches. 

The example of this generoſity is not 
given by the father and the ſovereign to his 
firſt ſubject, although it comes in the mode 

of 
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of a paternal precept, We leave them now 
in a ſtate of the moſt abſolute dependance on 
the crown, on the caprice of the ſovereign, 
or perhaps the mercy of the Miniſter. The 
bill therefore, in my opinion, ought to be 
extended to a ſettlement of the ſame reve- 
nues to take place immediately, and to be 
ſecured by the fulleſt parliamentary grants 
irrevocably. The ſtrong ties of blood in the 
firſt degree muſt in this cafe coincide power- 
fully with the wiſhes of the people. I may 
ſurely, fir, leave in all ſafety to the ſervants 
of the crown ſo acceptable a ſervice to the 
beſt of princes and of parents. : 

A circumſtance, fir, of the utmoſt impor- 
tance ſeems on this occaſion to have been in- 
tirely neglected by Miniſters, It is remark- 
able that the children of his Majeſty's next 
brother, the Duke of Glouceſter, are recog- 
nized and provided for by this bill, before 


there has been a notification in any way to 


Parliament, or to the public, of his Royal 


blighneſs's marriage. I have not, fir, the leaſt 


doubt of the legality of that marriage, but I 


know that ſtrong doubts haye formerly been 
| entertained, 
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entertained, even by ſome of the preſent Mi- 
niſters. The noble Lord with the blue rib- 
band is as ill informed on this ſubject as he 
has been all along reſpecting America, when 
he ventures to aſſert, that no man cw has 
the leaſt doubt remaining. In conſequence 
of the general uncertainty in the minds of 
the nation a very few years ago, the Privy 
Council entered upon the enquiry of the le- 
gality of the Duke of Glouceſter's marriage. 
They received evidence, which it is report- 
ed, ſatisfied them; but as that evidence has 
never been communicated to the public, a 


degree of ſcepticiſm I know has continued. 
I wiſh it removed, It will be undoubtedly, 


when Parliament ſhall be treated by Mini- 
ſters with reſpec, when the great council of 
the nation ſhall be furniſhed with the proofs, 
which flaſhed conviction on the minds of the 
Privy council, The repreſentatives of the 
people, ſir, have ſurely a right to examine 
every thing reſpecting the ſucceſſion to the 
Imperial crown of theſe realms, becauſe 
they, in conjunction with the other two 
branches of the legiſlature, haye by an ex- 

preſs 
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preſs· Act of Parliament the power to maje 


laws and flatutes of. ſu Heient force and validity 
to linit and bind the crown, and the deſcent, 


limitation, inheritance, and government there- 
of. The maintaining the contrary doc- 
trine by writing or printing is declared a 
ſpecies of high treaſon, and whatever laviſh 
politions of + hereditary, divine, indefeiſable 

right 
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* 6 Anne, ch. vii. 1, 1. 

+ It is neceſſary ſomietimes to remind the tools of 
an arbitrary court, that there can be no right. to the 
Imperial crown of theſe realms but a parliamentary 
right. The mere hereditary ri ight would be ſtronger in 
the houſe of Savoy, and even in that of Bourbon, than 
in the Brunſwick line. This will appear from the 


following ſhort genealogical table. 
1. 1. 
Charles I. James I. 
2. 2. 
Henrietta Maria, Elizabeth, Electreſs 
Duchets of Orleans. Palatine, Queen of Bo- 
hemia. 
3 WES 
Anna Maria, Ducheſs Sophia, Electreſs of 


of Savoy, wife of Victor Brunſwick. 
Amadeus IH. proteſted 


in 1702. 
cufe of Savoy, 
4- 4 
Marie - Adelaide, Sceorge I. 
Duchets cf Burgundy, Houſe 55 n 
afterwards Dauphineſs. 
* 
Levis XV. 


Heufe of Bourbon, | If 
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right may be adopted in deſpotic countries, 
and by modern courtiers here, the people of 
England in general conſider their crown as 
the free gift of the nation, and on their own 
terms and conditions . We know that the 


Britiſh crown is not in the gift of the reigning | 


_— _ —— 
— — 


If the Parliament had not changed the order of ſuc- 
ceſhon to the crown, the Houſe of Savoy would have 
ſucceeded, for their right is derived from the daughter 
of Charles I, whereas the Brunſwick line are deſcend- 
ed from the daughter of James I, a degree more re- 
moved, The gift of the crown is in the Parliament, 
in the people by their repreſentatives, 


* The firſt King of the Houſe of Brunſwick ap- 
peared to acknowledge this with gratitude, when he 
took for the motto of his coronation medal, Valentes 
per populos. The motto of the preſent King, Patriæ 
ovanti, was not ſo happily choſen, The Ovation is 
' deſcribed as the ſmaller Triumph, of which the poor 
ſacrifice was a Sheep, Owis. It ſhould ſeem almoſt 
prophetic of the American war, for Aulus Gellius 
tells us, © ovandi, ac non triumphandi, caula eſt, quum 
e aut bella non rite indicta, neque cum juſto hoſte geſia 
te ſunt,” 

At the Ovation a crown of »yrtle, not of laurel, was 
uſed. The fame learned Roman ſays, quod non 
© Martius, ſed quaſi Venerius quidam triumphus fo- 
<« ret.” This too may ſeem prophetic of the preſent 
reign, and of the numerous royal progeny. 
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prince, He is only tenant for life, if he ob- 
. ſerves the original compact. 

The people, fir, in conſequence, poſſeſs the 
right to be informed of whatever reſpects the 
ſucceſſion, All we know as to the marriages 
of the King's brothers amounts to this, that 
they were private and clandeſtine, and that 
no proof of their legality has hitherto been 
given to the nation. The proofs of thoſe 
marriages ought to be communicated to the 
two Houſes of Parliament, while the parties 
are ſtill alive, and the witneſſes with us to be 
examined. The facts may now be aſcertain- 
ed with preciſion. If any doubts have been 
ſuggeſted in this age, they may be removed 
by thoſe living witneſſes, to whom no re- 
courſe can be had in ſucceeding times. I re- 
gret that there are ſo many hiftoric doubts in 
our hiſtory *. Poſterity has this juſt claim 
on the preſent generation, that our fields may 

not 


r 


* Mr. Horace Walpole publiſhed in 1768, an excel- 
lent Quarto, intituled, Hiftoric Doubts on the Life and 
Reign of King Richard the Third. The intent of this 
ſpeech ſeems to be the prevention of all Hiſtoric doubts 
on the events of the reign of George the Third. Mr. 

Walpole 
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not be again deluged with the blood of a 
brave people in a fatal civil conteſt, Should 
the ſmalleſt degree of ſcepticiſm now exiſt, 
the progreſs of it, if not timely checked, 
is known to be rapid, and it will acquire 
ſtrength even from the general deſtroyer, 
Time. The fulleſt light ought zow to be 
thrown on a tranſaction hitherto covered 
with clouds and darkneſs. 

This enquiry, fir, I likewiſe conſider as a 
point of national honour and juſtice to ſeve- 
ral foreign princes, who are allied by mar- 
riage to the crown of Great Britain, The 
Houſe of Naſſau, to whom we owe the re- 
ſtorer of our violated conſtitution, the King 
of Denmark, the Princes of Brunſwick and 
Heſſe, and others of the Proteſtant line, are 
actually in the parliamentary entail of the 
crown, They will think that we are pro- 


Vor, III. K ceeding 


Walpole ſays, page 40, the doubts on the validity of 


« Edward's Marriage were better grounds for Rich- 
« ard's proceedings than aſperſion of his mother's ho- 
« hour. On that invalidity he claimed the crown, 
te and obtained it; and with ſuch univerſal concur- 


ee rence, that the nation was undoubtedly on his ſide. 
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eceding in a very irregular manner, when we 


make ſettlements on the children of the 
King's next brother, as legal heirs of the 
crown after the children of the King, before 
the marriage of his Royal Highneſs has been 


publickly recognized. 


Sir, in this bill I ſhould have been happy if 
there had been a clauſe reſpecting her Royal 
Highneſs the Dutcheſs of Glouceſter, for 
whom no eſtabliſhment is mentioned, al- 
though the Bill contains a proviſion for her 
two children. The honour of the nation, 
and the ſplendor of the Britiſh Crown, call 
upon us to proceed to aſcertain an adequate 
proviſion during life for the wives of the 
Royal Brothers. It would have naturally 
taken place in a bill of this nature, confe- 
crated to the Brunſwick line, the elected of 
Heaven, and the people, as the protectors of 
our liberties, if miniſters had adopted the 
ſame liberality of ſentiment, which pervades 
the nation. Ts this Parliament, fir, doomed 
to counteract the wiſhes of a whole king- 
dom ? or is it meant to attempt the ſubject- 


ing every branch of the Royal Family to the 
ſame 
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fame ſervility, which has characterized the 
preſent majority in this Houſe ? 

There is not, fir, a private gentleman a- 
mong us, who has not painful ideas from the 
precarious ſituation of the two Royal Dutch- 
eſſes, almoſt unparalleled in any family of 
diſtinction. They have ſtill to expect, from 
the merited eſteem of the nation, an eſta- 
bliſhment adequate to their high rank, and 
the additional luſtre it has received from their 
unexceptionable, I might ſay exemplary, 
conduct. I hope ſuch a proviſion will be 
made, and I am very happy that the worthy 
* Baronet near me has given the Houſe aſſu- 
rances of his moving it in Parliament, if it 
continues to be neglected by adminiſtration. 
The motion will come from him with weight 
and dignity, nor can there be a doubt of his 
generous endeavours being crowned with 
ſucceſs. 

To facilitate, fir, ſo important a buſineſs, 
the previous ſtep I have mentioned ſeems ne- 


ceſſary. Every communication ought to be 
K 2 made 
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2 = James Lowther, Baronet, member for Cum- 
ang, 
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made to parliament, which can elucidate a 
matter at preſent obſcure, that we may know 
the ſure grounds on which we proceed, We 
ſhall then be in poſſeſſion of thoſe clear proofs 
alluded: to, without which I do not think we 
can with propriety enter upon that elauſe of 
the bill in your hand, fir, which reſpects the 
deſcendants of the Duke of Glouceſter, I 
therefore hope, fir, for the concurrence of 
the Houſe in a motion for “ an humble and 
& dutiful Addreſs to the King, that his Ma- 
& jeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to order the 
cc proofs of the marriages of their Royal High» 
& neſſes the Dukes of Glouceſier and Cumber- 
&« land, to be laid before this Houſe.” 

The motion was ſeconded by Lord: Irn- 
ham, member for Stockbridge, but with- 
drawn on the requeſt of fir James Lowther, 
Notwithſtanding the importance and dignity 
of the whole buſineſs, it was hurried by ad- 
miniſtration through both houſes, with a pre- 
cipitation indecent with reſpect to Parlia- 
ment, and not very honourable to the ſeveral 
illuſtrious perſons, who were the objects of 
the bill. Lord North delivered the meſfage 

| 9 * 
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from the King on the 8th of April. A bill 
was ordered to be prepared and brought in on 
the ſame day, The bill appeared in the 
Houſe on the 1oth, Friday; was read a firſt 
and ſecond time, and committed. April 13, 
Monday, the Houſe reſolved itſelf into the 
committee, went through the bill, received 
the report of the committee, and ordered the 
bill to be ingroſſed. The bill was on April 
14 read a third time, paſſed, and ſent to the 
Lords. April 15, the Commons received a 
meſſage from the Lords, by the Lord Chief 
Baron Skynner and Mr. Baron Hotham, that 
the Lords had agreed to the bill. On the 


16th of April, the eighth day only after the 
meſlage of the crown, the bill received the 
royal aſſent. 


VorzEs of May 26, 1778. 


A Motion was made, and the Queſtion 
being put, that this Houſe will now reſolve 
« itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe 
* to conſider the ſtate and condition of the 

K 3 « army 
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66 army which ſurrendered themſelves priſo- 
cc ners, on convention, at Saratoga in Ameri- 
& ga; and alfo by what means Lieutenant Ge- 
„ neral Burgoyne, who commanded that army, 
c and was included in that convention, was 
cc releaſed, and is now returned to England;“ 

It paſſed in the negative. 
The motion was made by Robert " 
Eſq; member for Lincoln, He ftated a va- 
riety of queſtions, to which he deſired an- 
ſwers from General Burgoyne, Sir Henry 
Hoghton, General Burgoyne's colleague at 
Hreſlon, proceeded to put ſeveral other queſ- 
tions, when he was interrupted by the 
Speaker, who obſerved, that the motion had 
not yet been ſeconded, A ſilence of a few 


minutes enſued. 
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Mr. Wilkes then roſe, and ſaid, 


Mr. Speaker, 

I riſe to ſecond the motion of the honour- 
able gentleman, but I confeſs that I am not 
a little embarraſſed as to the mode of our 
proceeding on this ſingular buſineſs, TI en- 


tirely approve the motion as far as it goes, 
| and 


* 
| © 0 
* il a ---- 
: 2 wa 


K 
and will give it a firm ſupport, At the ſame 
time I declare that I think it too narrow, and 
that it ought to be amended and enlarged by 
ſome general words, which would compre- 
hend all the tranſactions of the northern 
army in America during the laſt campaign, 
prior to the affair of Saratoga, I believe that 
I am not at liberty both to ſecond the motion, 
and to propoſe an Amendment, I ſubmit to 
you, fir, the point of order. I rejoice that 
the honourable member is now among us, 
for I hope to obtain from him that informa- 
tion, which Miniſters have denied to this 
Houſe, I think that information ought to in- 
clude every tranſaction of moment from the 
General's leaving Europe to his embarking 
from America, Truth will, I am perſuaded, 
at length reach the public ear. I do not, 
however, fir, in this fair and full hiſtorical 
detail mean to include a relation of the mili- 
tary operations of the laſt campaign, The 
Houſe may not be competent to a deciſion 
on thoſe ſubjects. But, fir, I would go much 
farther than the honourable gentleman, who 


made you the motion. I would eloſely pur- 
K 4 ſue 
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ſue the ſteps of thoſe, who with anhallowed 
feet invaded America. A nice ſenſe of na- 
tional honour calls upon us to enquir® into 
the cauſes of the loſs of an entire Britiſh ar- 
my by a diſgracetu] capitulation, into the 
particulars of the treaty wich the ſavages, 
their conduct during the campaign, the im- 
puted cruelties, and particularly the ſctting 
fire to villages and houſes of the country 
people, without any apparent neceſſity from 
military motives, Theſe important conſidera- 
tions, vith many others, are not comprenend- 
ed in the motion of the honourable gentle- 
man. e 

Sir, I deſire it may be underſtood that I 
do not riſe to bring a charge againſt the 
commander in-chief, but, as a public man, 
to aſk that information, which can beſt be 
had from an intelligent officer of high rank, 
juſt returned from the great ſcene of action. 
J am ſure, he will moſt willingly give it to 
the Houſe. Every gazette of Europe and 
America has publiſhed the diſgrace of our 
arms at Saratoga, the ignominious terms 


of the convention, the charges of frequent 
murders 
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murders and maſſacres of the defenceleſs in- 
habitants, and the wanton devaſtation and 
burning of the country by the Britiſh troops, 
I am entitled to the General's thanks for aſ- 
lifting in giving him this long-wiſhed op- 
portunity of clearing up many particular 
confeſſedly perplexed and intricate, of juſti- 
fying himſelf, and others, under the charges, 
which have been exhibited, at the bar of the 
public, by half the printed papers of almoſt 
the lait twelvemonth. His delicate feelings 
will always reſpect the opinion of his coun- 
try, and he will liſten with attention to the 
voice of the people, poſleſſing an undoubted 
right to ſcrutinize his conduct as well as that 
of every man in their ſervice, and the mili- 
tary ſervants of the Crawn mentioned in the 
proclamation. I ſhouid rejoice that the un- 
happy impreſſion made on the minds of men 


by that proclamation iſſued by the general laſt 
June from the camp at Putnam Creck was 


done away, It bears his name, and is, I 
believe, avowed. The candid part of the 
world will be anxious to have the ſame clear 
evidence of his wiſe conduct and humanity 

in 


H 
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in North America, which he often gave 
there of an active ſpirit, and great perſonal 
bravery. It would ill become me, ſir, on 
this momentous occaſion to take up more of 
your time. The impatience of the Houſe is 
highly raiſed, and juſtly excited, by objects 
of infinite conſequence, and cannot fail of 
being compleatly gratified. | 
The Hon, Charles James Fox, member 
for Malmeſbury, propoſed an amendment by 
inſerting, after canſider, the words, of the 
« tranſactions of the northern army under 
Lieutenant General Burgoyne, and of,” 
The motion for the amendment was ſecond- 
ed by Thomas Powys, Eſq; member for Nor- 
thamptonſhire, 
Sir William Meredith, member for Liver- 
pool, late Comptroller of his Majeſty's houſe- 
hold, ſaid that the honourable gentleman 
[Mr. Miltes] had criminated in a cruel man- 
ner an unfortunate general, and made uſe of 
injurious and unbecoming expreſſions againſt 
an officer of diſtinguiſhed merit, who had 
ventured his life in the braveſt manner on 


many occaſ. ons. 


Earl 


l 

Earl Nugent, member for St. Mawes, de- 
clared that there was not the leaſt blame any 
where in his opinion, but a ſeries of unex- 
pected events, which were the fortune of 
war, that every thing reſpecting the charge 
of inhumanity, or cruelty, or unſoldierlike 
treatment, was merely a vague report, that he 
had read every thing publiſhed on the occa- 
fion, and would aflert that not a fingle pa- 
per, or letter, of authenticity, had appeared 
to juſtify any harſh expreſſion againſt the 
commander in chief of the army, which ca- 
pitulated at Saratoga, 


Mr. Wilkes replied, 


Mr. Speaker, 

I am on this occaſion merely the echo of 
the public voice, I have made no perſonal 
attack on the commander in chief, nor un- 
dertaken to ſupport any charge againſt him, 
Meaſures, and not perſons, I deſired mi- 
nutely to inveſtigate and examine; and the 
epithets, which I employed, were to the 
facts and events not controverted, I ſup- 


poſe it will be admitted, that the conven- 
tion 
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tion in 1777 at Saratoga was more diſ- 
graceful than the capitulation at Cloſter Se. 
ven in 1757, becauſe the troops in Germany 
kept their arms. 

I have not proceeded, fir, at any time on 
vague report. I referred to authentic letters 
publiſhed by order of the Congreſs, and to 
other ſtate papers of unqueſtionable autho- 
rity, which demand the molt ferious atten - 
tion, and niceſt ſcrutiny, The memory of 
the noble Lord, who ſpoke laſt, muſt either 
be very confuſed, or his reading very con- 
fined. 

General Burgoyne then in a long ſpeech 
went into a full ſtate of his conduct the laſt 
year in North America. His voice was on 
that day weak, and not diſtinct, Many gen- 
tlemen near him loft ſome entire ſentences, 
and the concluſion of moſt periods. But he 
has ſince given the public “ the ſubſtance of 
& General Burgoyne's ſpeeches on Mr. Vy- 
« ner's motion, on the 26th of May, and 
& upon Mr. Hartley's motion, on the 28th 
« of May, 1778.“ 


In 


1 | 

In this publication he has melted down, 
and reduced into one, the two ſpeeches on 
the 26th of May, The reaſon is given in a 
note to page 8. This part of the ſpeech 
© included between crotchets, was omit- 
<6 ted at the time of the preceding and 
&« following parts, and delivered ſeparately 
e upon @ ſecond call of Mr. Wilkes; but is 
< now inſerted in its proper place, as better 
„connecting the whole matter ſpoke to by 
« General Burgoyne.“ After General Bur- 
goyne's firſt ſpeech, 


Mr. Wilkes ſaid, 
Mr. Speaker, 


The honourable gentleman has given us a 
good deal of the ancient Roman hiſtory, but 
overlooked two or three important queſtions 
relating to very modern tranſactions, and 
our own hiſtory. I wiſh, fir, an anſwer to 
the charge I have repeatedly read of the 
burning villages and houtes, and the wanton 
deſtruction and devaſtation of property, du- 
ring the progreſs of the northern army under 
his command, 


One 


ta} 

One word, ſir, before I ſit down, on 
what is ſtated by the honourable gentleman, 
as an event in the Roman hiſtory ſimilar to 
the affair of Saratoga. A conſiderable Ro- 


man army was ſhut up by the Samnites at 
the Furcæ Caudinæ, obliged to capitulate, and 
with their general to paſs under the yoke. 80 
far is retailed out to us, but the ſequel of 
the tranſaction is not mentioned. I ſhall 
give it briefly to the Houſe, Early in the 
following year, the Dictator Cornelius Len- 
tulus put himſelf at the head of the ſame Ro- 
man legions, and gave the Samnites a total 
overthrow, It was no article of the capitu- 
lation at Caudium, that the ſame troops ſhould 
not ſerve again again/t the ſame enemy. The 
Samnite general, Pontius, was the very next 
year after the affair of the Caudine Forks, with 
the whole Samnite army, forced by the Ro- 
mans to paſs under the yoke, unarmed, with 
only one garment each, that the former ig- 
nominy might be retaliated by the ſame 
troops on the ſame enemy. The high Roman 
ſpirit ſoon made a conqueſt of the whole 


country 
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country of the Samnites, afterwards of Italy, 
of the world, Gs 

The queſtion was put on the amendment, 
when the numbers were, 95 for the amends 
ment, againſt it 144. No diviſion took 
place on the motion of Mr. Vyner. 

General Burgoyne, in his publication, has 
paſſed the higheſt compliments on Major Ge- 
neral Gates, and on Major General Schuy- 
ler, commander in chief of the northern de- 
partment, whoſe family treated him wh 
every peſſible demonſtration of hoſpitality. 

Speeches, p. 10. 

In the „ Trial of Colonel David Hen- 
&« ley,” publiſhed by General Burgoyne, he 
tells the court martial of . the very honour- 
e able treatment ſhewn us by General 
« Gates,” Page 57. Let us now hear the 
charges brought by theſe two American Ge- 
nerals, Gates and Schuyler, againſt General 
Burgoyne, and other Britiſh officers. In a 
letter to his Excellency John Hancock, Eſq; 
Preſident of Congreſs, dated Head quar- 
de ters, Aug. 28, 1777, General Gates 
ſays, „ The horrid murders and ſcalp- 


„ ings, 


WEE 
te ings, paid for and encouraged by Lieute- 
te nant General Burgoyne, previous to his 
« defeat at Bennington, will for ever ſtain 
& the honour of the Britiſh arms. In one 
& houſe, the parents, with ſix children, were 
% moſt cruelly butchered ; and this polite 
t macaroni paid ten dollars for each of their 
&« ſcalps. Heaven has, I hope, in ſtore, 
« ſome puniſhment for ſuch unheard of 
& crimes,” 


American Remembrancer, Vol. V. p. 444. 


'The American Remembrancer is an hiſto- 
rical collection of the London Gazettes, the 
refolutions of Congreſs, authentic letters, 


and all papers of authority relative to the 
grand American diſpute, 

In Major General Gates's letter to Gene- 
ral Burgoyne, dated Head quarters of the 
« army of the United States, Sept. 2, 1777,” 
it is ſaid, “I am aſtoniſhed you ſhould men- 
cc tion inhumanity, or threaten retaliation, 
« Nothing happened in the action at Ben- 
< nington, but what is common when works 
&« are carried by aſlault. 


« That 
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« That the ſavages of America ſhould, in 
« their warfare, mangle and ſcalp the un- 
« happy priſoners who fall into their hands, 
« js neither new nor extraordinary; but 
« that the famous Lieutenant General Bur- 
„ goyne, in whom the fine gentleman is 
« united with the ſoldier and the ſcholar, 
« ſhould hire the ſavages of America to ſcalp 
« Europeans, and the deſcendants of Euro- 
« peans; nay more, that he ſhould pay a 
« price for each ſcalp ſo barbarouſly taken, 
« js more than will be believed in Europe, 
« until authenticated facts ſhall, in every 


« Gazette, confirm the truth of the horrid 
« tale, 

« Miſs M Rea, a young lady, lovely to 
« the ſight, of virtuous character, and ami- 
« able diſpoſition, engaged to an officer of 
« your army, was, with other women and 
« children, taken out of a houſe near Fort 
« Edward, carried into the woods, and there 
« ſcalped and mangled in a moſt ſhocking 
« manner. Two parents, with their fix 
« children, were all treated with the ſame 
« inhumanity, while quietly reſiding in 

Vor, III. L « their 
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te their once happy and peaceful dwelling, 
The miſerable fate of Miſs M*Rea was 
te aggravated by her being dreſſed to receive 
<< her promiſed huſband, but met her mur- 
« derer employed by you. Upwards of a 
« hundred men, women, and children, have 
% periſhed by the hands of the ruffians, to 

« whom, it is afferted, you have paid the 
cc. price of blood. The late Colonel Baum's 
e ſervant, who is at Bennington, would 


A 


« have come to your Excellency's camp; 
« but when I offered him a flag, he was 


afraid to run the riſque of being ſcalped, 
« and declined.” 


American Remembrancer, Vol. V. p. 455. 


General Burgoyne acknowledged, that he 
cbleged the Indians to. deliver the murderer into 
his hands, upon the firſ# intelligence of this event; 
but we are ignorant of the terms on which 
the murderer obtained a pardon, The Ge- 
neral too cloſely copies the example of his 
Royal Maſter. The murderer did not ſuffer 
an ignominious death, Is not that murder yet 
unexpiated? The fate of the unfortunate 

| Miſs 
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Miſs M<Rea is almoſt the American ſacrifice 
of Iþhigemia, according to the wonderful de- 
feription of the tender and pathetic Racine, 


which harrows the ſoul with terror. 


Un pretre, environne d'une foule cruelle, 
Portera ſur ma fille une main criminelle, 
Dechirera ſon ſein, et, d'un oeil curieux, 
Dans ſon cœur palpitant conſultera les Dieux. 
Iphigenie en Aulide, 


In General Gates's «© General orders, iſſu- 
ce ed on the 6th of September, 1777,” it is 
ſaid, “If the murder of aged parents, with 
te their innocent children; if mangling the 
« blooming virgin and inoffenſive youth, 
cc are inducements to revenge—if the righte- 
© ous cauſe of freedom, and the happineſs 
« of poſterity, are motives to ſtimulate the 
army to conquer their mercenary and 
te mercileſs foes, the time is now come, &c. 


A Vol. V. p. 459. 


In a letter from Major General Gates to 


General Burgoyne, dated at Saratoga, Oct. 
11, 1777, we read, « the cruelties which 
L 2 6 &« mark 
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« mark the retreat of your army, in burning 
c the gentlemens and farmers houſes as they 
« went along, is almoſt among civilized na- 
« tions without a precedent; they ſhould 
«© not endeavour to ruin thoſe they could 
& not conquer; this conduct betrays more 
« the vindictive malice of a Monk, than the 


« generoſity of a foldier.“ 
American Remembrancer, Vol. V. p. 461. 


The following inſtance of public virtue in 
Major General Schuyler ought to be given 
for the noble example. It will exceedingly 
aſtoniſh General Burgoyne, Sir William Dra- 
per, and ſome other Britiſh officers. Lord 
Beauchamp, one of the Lords of our trea- 
ferry, will abſolutelyproteſt, that it is nat barely 
poſſible. Buckingham houſe will employ Sir 
John Dalrymple to contradict it from “ ori- 
<« vinal papers in the D#pzt at Verſailles, 
„ the King's Box, and letters in Doctor 
& North's collection, which the Doctor will 
again be ſ good as to ſhew him,” and every 
courtier will affect to believe that Schuyler 
was a penſioner of, and received that money 


trom, France. 
& In 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


t 


cc In Congreſs, May 3» 1777. 


The committee upon the Treaſury re- 


port, 


That the commiſſioners for ſettling the 


accounts of the army in the northern de- 
partment have produced to the Treaſury 
Board, among other accounts adjuſted by 
them, a general account of the receipts 
and diſburſement of Major General Shuy- 
ler; and a ſeparate account of the diſpo- 
ſal of ſpecie remitted to him by Congreſs 
and otherwiſe, for carrying on the military 
operations in Canada. That the laſt 
mentioned account has, at General Shuy- 
ler's immediate requeſt, been examined by 
the Board of Treaſury, with the ſeveral. 
vouchers ; that it appears to this Board, 
that before General Schuyler was ſupplied 
by Congreſs with any ſpecie at all, he fent 
into Canada, for the public ſervice, more 
than 3250 dollars in ſpecie, that he ſent 
ſuch farther ſums in ſpecie into Canada, 
raiſed on his private credit, that when the 


army retreated from thence, he was in ad- 
L 3 « vance 
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&« yance upwards of the value of 10,000 
« dollars in ſpecie above what he had been 
<« ſupplied with by Congreſs—that to reim- 
c burle his friends, who had lent him the 


. & ſaid ſpecie, he, after his retreat from Ca- 


& nada, drew out of the military cheſt ſeve- 
cc ral ſums in ſpecie, with which it was fup- 
& plicd after ſuch retreat; but that he re- 
«© mains, upon the final ſettlement of the 


« ſaid account, in advance for the public in 


de fpecie, upwards of the value of 3250 dol- 
« Jars more than he ever received in ſpecie, 
c“ having taken continental money in pay- 
« ment thereof, That it further appears 
cc from the ſaid account and vouchers, that 
c none of the ſpecie ſupplied to him by Con- 
& greſs before the retreat from Canada re- 
& mained in his hands more than two days, the 
« ſame being delivered over to the * 
cc Paymaſter General, 
« Reſolved, 
«© That the ſaid Report be accepted, and 

« that the ſame be publiſhed. 

Extract from the Minutes, 

„ CHARTIISs Thousox, Secretary,” 
American Remembrancex, Vol. V. p. 281. 
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The Ruſſells, Hampdens, and Sydneys, 
will look down from heaven with rapture 
on ſuch public American virtue, on the 
Waſhingtons, Schuylers, and Gates's, while 
they turn indignant from degenerate Bri- 
tain, 


c By Philip Schuyler, Eſq; 
e Major General in the army of the U- 
& nited States of America, and commander 
c in chief of the Northern department. 


„ To the inhabitants of Caſtleton, of 
„ Hubberton, Rutland, Tinmouth, Powlet, 
Wells, Granville, with the neighbouring 
& diſtricts ; alſo the diſtricts bordering on 
White Creek, Cambden, Cambridge, &c. 
c &c. &c.' 


«© Whereas Lieutenant General John 

c Burgoyne, commanding an army of the 
c Britiſh troops, did, by a written paper, by 
c him ſubſcribed, bearing date at Skeenſ- 
« borough Houſe, on the roth day of July 
<< inſtant, require you to ſend from your ſe- 
ce yeral townſhips, deputations conſiſting of 
ce ten perſons or more from each townſhip, to 
L 4 - - « meet 
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e 
meet Colonel Skeens at Caſtle-Town, on 
Wedneſday, July 15th, at ten in the mor- 
ning, for ſundry purpoſes in ſaid paper 


mentioned, and that you were not to fail 


in paying obedience thereto, under pain of 
military execution. Whatever, my coun- 
trymen, may be the oſtenſible reaſons for 
ſuch meeting, it is evident the enemy 

mean to prevail on you, by threats and 
promiſes, to forſake the cauſe of your in- 
jured country; to aſſiſt them in forcing 
ſlavery on the United States of America, 
and under the ſpecious pretext of afford- 
ing you protection, to bring on you that 
miſery, which their promiſes of protection 
drew on ſuch of the deluded inhabitants 
of New-Jerſey, who were weak enough 
to confide in them; but who ſoon experi- 
enced their fallacy, by being treated indiſ- 
criminately with thoſe virtuous citizens 
who came forth in the defence of their coun- 
try, with the meſt wanton barbarity, and 


ſuch as hitherto hath not even diſgraced Bar- 


« barians. They cruelly butchered, without di- 
 tinetjon to age or ſex ; raviſhed children from 


cc ten 
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& ten to women of eighty years of age; - they 
& burnt, pillaged and deſtroyed whatever came 
& into their power ; nor did thoſe edi ſices dedicat- 
« ed to the worſhip of Almigbiy God eſcape their 
& ſacrilegious fury. Such were the deeds ; ſuch 
e they were inconteſtibly proved to be, which 
« have marked the Britiſh arms with the 
&« moſt indelible ſtains, &c. &c. &c.“ 


Given under my hand at Head quar- 
ters, Fort Edward, July 13th, 1777. 
PHILIP SCHUYLER. 


By the General's command, 


HENRY B. LEVINOGSTON, A. D. C. 
American Remembrancer, Vol. V. p. 443. 


I will not multiply proofs. The fifth and 


ſixth volumes of the American Remembran- 
cer contain numberleſs, 

Can we now be ſurprized at what General 
Burgoyne declared on Colonel Henley's tri- 
al, page 133. This is but one of ſeveral 
& inſtances that might be ſelected from theſe 
t proceedings, to ſhew the degree of rancour 
& to which the minds of the American ſol- 


ay diers were excited ;” but what follows 
Can 
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can only be a fine ſtroke of Indian eloquence 
to prove the ters of the pen of the General, 
4 Chilaren that had ſcarcely laſt the taſte of their 
« morher's milk, grew athirſl jor biood.”” Is 
this the calm, temperate accuſer of the im- 
petuous Colonel Henley ? What a candid 
infinuation to a court martial about a priſo- 
ner on his trial, is that remark in page 63, 
« from the 19th of December, the hands of 


« Colonel! Henley were unimbrued in blood 
« till the 8th of January !” 


General Burgoyne ſays in page 6th of the 
Speeches, ** the proclamation, which the ho- 
« nourable gentlemen, [Mr. Wilkes] in my 
<< abſence treated with fo harſh terms, I 
« avow, was penned by myſelf, The de- 
<< ſign was to excite obedience, firſt by en- 
* couragement, and next by the dread, not 
„% the commiſhon of ſeverity— << to ſpeak 
e daggers, but uſe none.” Daggers and 
fewards are fair and honourable weapons 
againſt domeſtic tyrants and foreign foes ; 
but what can juſtify the cruelties of the 
fealping kmfe and tomobawk Were our Indian 


allies provided with daggers and ſwords, or 
14 with 
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with ſcalping knives and tomohawk; ? Is this 
juſt and Chriſtian warfare? General Bur- 
goyne declares that he meant * the dread, 
5 not the commiſſion of ſeverity.” His 
words excited the ſavages to every horror. 
The Indians acted under that proclamation, 
alleged the orders of a Bfitiſh General in 
the King's name, and held themſelves juſti- 
fied in © the commiſſion of ſeverity” and 
cruelty, 


Lancafler, Nov. 20, 1777. 
« The ſurrender of General Burgoyne and 
his whole army will determine all the In- 
« Jians, who, under the Britith influence, 
« were maſſacring the frontier inhabitants, to 
< ſue for pardon and peace. The tribe of 
« St, Francis, on the borders of Canada, 
& have already defired protection,” 
American Remembrancer, Vol. VI. p. 101. 


It is juſtice to General Burgoyne to ob- 
ſerve that in his letter to Major General 
Gates, of Sept. 6, 1777, he ſays, „ Your 
e intelligence, reſpecting the cruelties of the 
& Indians, is falſe, except in the above in- 

| & ſtance,” 


I 172 J 
c inſtance,” [of Miſs M. Rea.] American 
Remembrancer, Vol. V. p. 457. The capi- 
tulation at Saratoga was Oct. 17, 1777. 1 
do not find however that General Gates has 
retracted any of the charges, which he 


brought againſt General Burgoyne. 

The proclamation, drawn by the humane 
pen of General Burgoyne, boaſted “ of the 
« meſſengers of wrath waiting his enemies in 
ce the field, devaſtation, famine, and every 
« .concomitant horror.” One ſhould ſuſ- 
pect that what is related of Plato really hap- 
pened to General Purgoyne, that a ſwarm of 
bees fixed on his lips in his cradle, as a pre- 
ſage of the ſweetneſs of his elocution. He 
ſpeaks of giving fretch to the Indian forces 
« under his direction, and they amount to 
« thouſands, to overtake wherever they may 
cc Jurk, &c. &c. &c.“ In the „Speeches, 
p. 3, it is ſaid, «© the employment of them 
« [the Indians] was only juſtifiable, when by 
being united to a regular army, they could be 
ce kept under controul,” The Congreſs in 
the Addreſs to the inhabitants of the 


United States of America, May 9, 1778,” 
. declare, 
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declare, © the rule of warfare [with the In- 
& dians] is promiſcuous carnage, who re- 
c joice to murder the infant ſmiling in it's 
&« mother's arms, to inflict on their priſoners 
& the moſt excruciating torments, and ex- 
6 hibit ſcenes of horror from which nature 
ec recoils.” Mr. Wilkes was therefore juſti- 
fied when he declared, that the proclamation 
of General Burgoyne was „ ſhocking to a 
« civilized and generous nation, and, as a 
« ſtate paper, diſgraced our country,” Al- 
mon's Parliamentary Regiſter, Vol. VIII. 
p. 10. and in a ſubſequent debate, that * no 
&« man, who has read that preclamation, and 
te Major General Gates's letter, will ſhed 
&« the tear of pity over the misfortunes of 
« Mr, Burgoyne,” p. 135. General Bur- 
goyne in his Speeches, page 7, ſays, „His 
& proclamation ſerved to procure him reſpect 
« and acknowledgment whenever he after- 
* wards travelled through the country.” In 
the << Addreſs of the Congreſs to the inhabi- 
« tants of the United States of America,” it 
is ſaid, „A General, who calls himſelf a 
* Chriſtian, a follower of the merciful Jeſus, 

« hath 
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« hath dared to proclaim to all the world his 
<« intention of letting looſe againſt us whole 
« hoſts of ſavages, whoſe rule of warfare is 
« promiſcuous carnage, &c. &c.” In Con- 
greſs May 9, 1778, Reſolved, “ That it be 
« recommended to minifters of the goſpel, of 
« all denominations, to read, or cauſe to be 
« read, immediately after divine ſetvice, ths 
c above Addrefs to the inhabitants of the 
« United States of America, in their teſpec- 
« tive churches and chapels, and other 


<< places of religious worfhip.” Publiſhed 10 


order of Congreſs. 
CHARLES THOMSON, Sec. 


Lord George Germaine has informed 
mankind from whom the idea of making 
Indian ſavages ferve with the Britiſh troops as 
fellow- ſoldiers originated. General Burgoyne's 
own nature is certainly mildneſs, humanity, 
and courage, but he has been in very bad 
company. His ſentiments in February 1775, 
were well expreſſed by himfelf in the firſt vo- 
lume of the Parliamentary Debates, pages 
250, 251, but ſince I ſuſpedt that his peace 

of 


1 1 
of mind is departed, and his ſlumbers are 
often diſturbed 
With ſcreaming horror”s funeral cry. 


GRAY. 


He ſaid, Let every action of the un- 
happy conflict be directed and marked by 
that temper which ever ought to diſcrimi- 
«© nate the correction of the ſtate from the 
« ſudden and impetuous impulſe of paſſion 
* and revenge.“ He had not then been 
perſonally to his Majefly in his cliſet, nor 
humbly laid himſelf at his Majefty's feet for ſuch 
active employment as he might think him worthy 
of, as he mentions in his letter of Jan. 1, 
1777, he had a few days age. Is it poſſible 
that the ſame man, who was inſpired with 
ſuch noble ſentiments in 1775, could in 1777, 


in the King's name, iſſue a proclamation, pen- 
ned by Pimſelf, in which he talks of giving a 
ftretch to the Indian forces, of executing the VEN- 
GEANCE of the ſtate, of the meſſengers of wrath, 
of devaſtation, famine, and every concomitant 
horror? This Britiſh General however de- 
clares himſelf a ſerious, good believer, and 
makes a parade of his conſc:ouſneſs of Chriſtia- 

nity, 


Leis 
nity, and his Royal Maſter's clemency. The 
ſtory of the Prophet Eliſha and Hazael muſt 
ſurely have affected him. «And Hazael ſaid, 
« Why weepeth my Lord? And he an- 
« ſwered, Becauſe I know the evil that thou 


« will do unto the children of Iſrael : their 
« ſtrong holds wilt thou ſet en fire, and their 
„young men wilt thou ſlay with the ſword, and 
« will daſh their children, and rip up their 
ce mem With child. And Hazael faid, „But 
« what, is thy ſervant a dog, that he ſhould 
« do this great thing?“ II Kings, chap. viii, 
v. 12, 13. 

If Mr. Burgoyne is to be tried by his on 
declarations in the ſpeech of Feb. 27, 1775, 
let him furniſh the evidence. He ſays, 
« Let a perſuaſion uniformly prevail, that 
<< upon a review of our conduct hereafter, 
« by our diſpaſſionate and impartial coun- 
* trymen, our bravery will be judged by the 
c teſt of our compaſſion.” The public have 
a juſt claim. on him in a caſe where the 
national honour is ſo deeply intereſted, 
Why is his juſtification delayed ? He knew 
the ſuſpicions which were gone abroad even in 


1775. 


#9, 8 
1775. In that famous ſpeech, he ſays, © in 
« ſome of the licentious prints of the times 
cc there have not been wanting ſugge/ttons to 
& the public, that a ſanguinary miniſter had 
cc choſen the generals beſt fitted by their in- 
« clinations to carry havock and deſtruction 
« through the continent of America,” The 
general was certainly well grounded in the 
fact, and the ſuggeſtions were thought to ariſe 
from the cruel outrages at Preſton, of which 
he was judicially convicted. His ſituation 
in 1775 was eſſentially different from that in 
1777. He declared to the Houſe of Com- 
mons in February 1775, it might be 
ce thought that I ſought the ſituation in 
« which I am going to be employed. P 
cc publicly declare I did not ſeek it,” but 
Jan. 1, 1777, he writes, „I humbly laid 
« myſelf at his Majeſty's feet for ſuch active 
& employment as he might think me worthy 
& of.” The fact cannot be controverted, that 
dir Guy Carleton's military command was in 
1777 confined to the boundaries of the Pro- 
vince of Quebec; and even General Bur. 
goyne, in the ſpeech of May 26, 1778, men- 
Vol. III. M tions 
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tions © the diſappointment of Sir Guy Carle- 

< ton, in not being employed to conduct the 

« campaign of 1777.” General Burgoyne 

was commander in chief the laſt campaign in 

North America. It becomes him to juſtify his 

conduct againſt the declaration of Congreſs 

of May q, 1778. © The courſe of their armies 
is marked by rapine and devaſtation, Thou- 
c fands, without diſtinction of age or ſex, have 
& been driven from their peaceful abodes, to 
encounter the rigours of inclement ſeaſons; 
% and the face of heaven hath been inſult- 
c ed by the wanton conflagration of defence- 
&«- lefs towns. Their victories have been fol- 
c Jowed by the cool murder of men no longer 
c able to reſiſt; and thoſe who eſcaped from 
cc the firſt act of carnage, have been expoſed 
&« by cold, hunger, and nakedneſs, to wear 
ce out a miſerable exiſtence in the tedious 
& hours of confinement, or to become the 
& deſtroyers of their countrymen, of their 
« friends, perhaps, dreadful idea! of their 
& parents or children, &c. &.“ The 
papers, which General Burgoyne ſays, are 


now in poſſeſſion of the Secretary of State, page 
: 2 of 


+ - 
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2 of the ſpeech on May 26, 1778, will un- 
doubtedly be a full anſwer to the Congreſs, 
for it is impoſſible to conceive that the Ge- 
neral ſhould be the only Engliſhman, who 
did not feel the force of his own beautiful 
words in the ſpeech of Feb. 27, 1775, 
& There is a charm in the very wanderings 
„ and dreams of * that diſarms an 
« Engliſhman's anger.” 

When General Burgoyne declares, ce 1 
& cannot but lament he Lord George Ger- 
« maine] did not produce other letters of 
& mine,” the General's lamentations cannot 
be very ſincere, for he may produce his 
own letters when he pleaſes, He ſays, 
e in regard to the report made by myſelf, I 
& acquit the King's Miniſters of any blame 
« in not yet having made it public, becauſe It 
ct was ſo voluminous that the papers could 
& not be digeſed and copied, with the con- 
cc ſtant labour of three clerks, before laſt 
&« Saturday [May 23.] when they were put 
c jnto the hands of a noble Lord, ſecretary 
« of ftate for the American department, 
« But Itruſt that noble Lord will now 4ſ 
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te no time to make public matters of ſuch impor- 
& tance.” Lord George Germaine has not 
yet made public matters of this importance, 


which we find were aiggſted, and delivered to 


him ſo long ago as the 23d of May. The 
ſuſpicion is that he never will ; but why does 
the General delay his juſtification ? He 
ought to account to the nation for the 
loſs of an entire Britiſh army, which he 
commanded, in a country which he knew, 
where. he had ſerved the preceding year, 
The command was warmly ſolicited, and 
he ſucceeded, to the d:/appointment of that 
brave and experienced officer, the pallant 
defender of Quebec, Sir Guy Carleton, 
who nobly gave him every kind of aſſiſtance, 
The plan of the campaign he had ſettled 
with the King in his cloſet, His reguiſi- 
tions had in many inſtances been execeded ; 
the 8,000 regulars, rank and file, the im- 
menſe artillery, the corps of watermen, the 
2,000 Canadians, the 1,000 or more ſavages, 
&c. &c, &c, Let him then give ſolid rea- 
ſons for the national diſappointment, and he 
will more than ſtand excuſed, The ſame 

tender 
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tender compaſſion and pity, which James II. 
experienced from the generous Engliſh, when 
he was brought back to Whitchall from Ro- 
cheſter, and General Burgoyne found from 
the Americans after the capitulation at Sara- 
toga to the hour of his embarkation for Eu- 
rope, will infallibly be the never-failing at- 
tendants on his cauſe in England. Let him 
plead to the juriſdiction of the f ublic, and not 
loſe himſelf in ſilly complaints of being debar- 
red, by an interdiftion, from the preſence of his 
Sovereign, page 27. He ought to dread the 
King's cloſet. Is there any one of the preſent 
Minifters would truſt himſelf there, with 
only the Sovereign, on any important buſi- 
neſs ? Poor Yorke ! He was a man of ſpirit, 
for he had a quick ſenſe of ſhame, and death 
has redeemed his character. General Burgoyne 
ought to have foreſeen, that, if he was un- 
ſucceſsful, although. he had exactly fulfilled 
all the parts of his duty, he would experi- 
ence every kind-of bad treatment and injury 


— 
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from the moſt treacherous court and admini- 
ſtration in Europe. He ſays, that “ he is an 
« ;njured individual,” and, „ that he appre- 
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“ hends he is a marked vidtim to bear the 
& ſins that do not belong to him,” page 42, 
Let him prove this, and the juſtice of the 
people will be his ſhield, They will never 


ſuffer him to be a victim for obedience to orders 
from a man, who ought long ago to have 
been a viclim to military juſtice for di ſabe- 
dience of orders; a man reprobated by all 
the good and brave in Chriſtendom, but 
whom his King delighteth te honour. The 
nation ought to judge. In the two ſpeeches 
of laſt May toa venal majority in the Houſe 
of Commons, he did not ſucceed in any one 
circumſtance, Let him now appeal to the 
public, or return to America, to abide, as he 
ſays, the common fate of his brethren in the ar- 
my; and there let him endeavour to alleviate 
the miſeries of the meritorious ſoldier, 

It becomes daily more important for the Ge- 
neral to juſtify himſelf under the ſtrong accu- 
ſations of the Americans, which are renewed 
on every occaſion. In a printed letter of Sa- 
muel Adams, Eſq; as it is ſaid, to the Britiſh 
commiſſioners, is the following paſlage, * You 
te have told the Congreſs, if after the time that 

| | < may 
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ce may be neceſſary to conſider this communication 
& and tranſmit your anſwer, the horrors und de- 
& vaſiations of war ſhould continue, we call God 
& and the world to witneſs, that the evils, which 
& muſt follow, are not to be imputed to Great 
& Britain, I wiſh you had ſpared your proteſ- 
cc tation, Matters of this kind may appear 
ce to you in a trivial light, as mere orna- 
& mental flowers of rhetoric, but they are 
& ſerious things regiſtered in the high Chan- 
ce cery of Heaven, Remember the awful 
& abuſe of words like theſe by General Burgayne, 
&« and remember his fate.” page 305. In 
Congreſs Jan. 8, 1778, it was “ Refoly- 
« ed, that the charge made by Lieutenant 
& General Burgoyne in his letter to Major 
&« General Gates of the 14th of November, 
t“ of a breach of public faith, on the part of 
& theſe States, is not warranted by the juſt 
« conſtruction of any article of the conven- 
cc tion of Saratoga; that it is a ſtrong indi- 
t cation of his intentions, and affords juſt 
c ground of fear, that he will avail himſelf 
e of the convention in order to diſengage himſelf * 
« and the army under him, of the obliga- 
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ce tion they are under to theſe United States, 
& and that the ſecurity which theſe States 
C have had in his perſonal honour, is hereby 
& deſtroyed.” American Remembrancer, Vol. 
VI. p. 64. The committee of the Con- 
greſs ſtate this charge in very remarkable 
terms, © this charge of a breach of public 
& faith is of a moſt ſerious nature, pregnant 
& with alarming conſequences, and deſerves 
ie greater attention, as it is not dropped in a 
* haſty expreſſion, dictated by ſudden paſ- 
< ſion, but is delivered, as a deliberate act 
« of judgment committed to writing, and 
& ſent to the General with whom he made 
cc the convention; and if credit is to be given 
c to General Burgoyne's account of himſelf 
& in his letter to General Heath of the 25th 
« of November, he cannot be conſidered of 
& ſo light a character, as to have atted in a 
& ſerious matter of ſlate upon a ſudden impreſ- 
% ſion.” General Burgoyne in his diſpatch 
to the Preſident of the Congreſs from Cam- 
bridge, Feb. 11, 1778, ſays, « I truſt 
* no words of ſo harſh a nature as to imply a 
„ diſtruſt of my perſonal honour will be ſuf- 
| 3 cc fered 
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cc fered to remain in the Journals of Con- 
&« preſs.” Will the General for his own 
ſake inform the public whether words of ſo 
harſh a nature do remain in the Journals of the 
Congreſs ; and for the ſake of his country- 
men will he tell the nation, what has been 


done in conſequence of a reſolution of Con- 
greſs ſo long ago as Jan. 8, 1778, „that 
« the embarkation of Lieutenant General 
„ Burgoyne, and the army under his com- 
“ mand, be ſuſpended till a diſtinct and ex- 
e plicit ratification of the convention at Sara- 
« toga ſhall be properly ratified by the c:urt of 
« Great Britain to Congreſs?” It is to be 
feared, that by the proclamation General 
Burgoyne, to uſe his own words, contracts a 
flain that can never be wiped away, Trial of 
Col. Henley, page 69. In another debate 
Mr. Wilkes hinted at the only poſſible apo- 
logy for the General, «+ Burgoyne's barbarous 
&« proclamation appears now to be only a con- 
e ſequence of his ſanguinary inſtructians, 
Almon's Parliamentary Regiſter, Vol. VIII. 
page 429. lt is impoſſible that a man of 


true bravery, like General Burgoyne, can be 
in 


1 

in his nature cruel. To avoid an information 
ex officio, to be filed by a Scottiſh Attorney 
General, and tried by a Scottiſh Chief Juſ- 
tice, I ſhall give my opinion in the cautious 
words of General Burgoyne in his laſt publi- 
cation, „I ſhall only remark, how little the 
« excuſe would benefit Colonel Henley, 
& who would /lill remain a cruel agent of — (1 
cc will uſe no improper terms,”) Trial of 
Colonel Henley, page 64. 

General Burgoyne in the * Speeches,” 
pages 8, 9, and 10, juſtihes very fully from a 
military neceſſity the ſetting fire at Saratoga 
to a dwelling-houſe, ſtore-houſes, ſaw-mills, 
&c. of General Schuyler, and concludes, 
& In this General's houſe I remained during 
e my whole ſtay at Albany, with a table of 
£ more than 20 covers for me and my 
« friends, and every poſſible demonſtration 
& of hoſpitality : a ſituation, painful it is 
« true in point of ſenſibility at the time, 
ce but which J now contemplate with ſome 
« ſatisfaction, as carrying undeniable teſti- 
& mony how little I deſerved the charges of 


the honourable gentleman, Mr. Wilkes] 
' & and 
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cc and I leave it to his feelings, whether, 
cc after this explanation, ſome farther apology 
« is not due to me.” It does not appear 
that Mr, Wilkes has yet made any kind of 
apology to Mr. Burgoyne. Surely it cannot 
be deemed an apology what is ſaid in the 
cc Speeches,” page 3. « 1 agree with the 


„ honourable gentleman, who feconded the 


« motion, that all the conduct reſpecting 
ce the Indian nations is a matter that ought 
* to be thoroughly canvaſſed; and I look 
ce upon his calling upon me openly, and in 
cc my place, as ſome reparation for the very 
cc free, and not very generous comments he 
cc made upon my conduct in my abſence,” 
Does an Engliſh Senator ſtand in need of 
any apology for making very free comments 
on the conduct of a General, or Admiral, who 
may be abſent from neceſſity, or deſign, for 
many years together ? It is certain that Mr, 
Wilkes has not to this moment made the 
leaſt apology to Mr, Burgoyne, but I hold it as 
certain that he will, when he ſhall be ſhewn 
to have made any falſe, or not very generous, 
comments on the conduct of that General, when 
the facts alluded to have been diſproved, 
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Since adminiſtration have not laid before 
Parliament „ ſuch papers as are now in poſ- 
<« ſeffion of the Secretary of State,” page 2, 
of the Speeches, why does not General 
Burgoyne publiſh them? He ſays, „ thoſe 
& papers are of the utmoſt importance to 
& 7/e Hate, to Parliament, and to the public,” 
page 3. How can he allert that “ a parlia- 
& mentary inveſtigation is the only poſſible 
ce means of juſtification that remains,” page 
28, when the freedom of the preſs ſtill 
exiſts? He may appeal to the moſt impartial, 
and awful, of all tribunals, to the public, His 
publications are unfair, A letter of Gene- 
ral Waſhington, which is perhaps the 
fineſt compolition of the age, we have 
firſt publiſhed by Mr, Burgoyne; but his 


letter, to which the other is an anſwer, does 


not appear, Too much cannot be ſaid in 
praiſe of Mr. Waſhington, the beſt patriot, 
and moſt meritorious hero of our times; but 
it is impoſſible, from ſome expreſſions of 
' the American general, not to ſuſpect that 
the firſt letter, which drew forth the polite 
anſwer, contained fulſome, ſurfeiting com- 


pliments, ſimiliar to thoſe, which in Ge- 


neral 
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neral Burgoyne's letter to Lord George 


Germaine of Jan. 1, 1777, are proſtituted 
on one of the greateſt ſtate criminals, It 
was treachery in Lord George, on no ground 
of neceſſity, or perſonal juſtification, to give 
the Houſe of Commons that private, confi- 
dential letter. His excuſe in Parliament, 
that it ſlipped in by accident among the official 
papers, no man believes, Such an apology 
is an inſult, The author of the letter, 
however, is unpardonable, | 
It may perhaps be amuſing to conſider the 
different portraits drawn of General Burgoyne 
in Europe and America. That of the great 


maſter Junius is highly finiſhed, but not a 


very beautiful picture. No man is more 


« tender of his reputation. He is not only 


« nice, but perfectly ſore in every thing 
ce that touches his honour, If any man, for 
« example, were to accuſe him of taking his 


« ſtand at a gaming-table, and watching 


« with the ſobereſt attention, for a fair op- 
« portunity of engaging a drunken young 
« nobleman at piquet, he would undoubted- 
« ly conſider it as an infamous aſperſion 

upon 


cc 


1 
upon his character, and reſent it like a 
man of honour, — Acquitting him there- 
fore of drawing a regular and ſplendid 
ſubſiſtence from any unworthy practices, 
either in his own houſe or elſewhere, let 


me aſk your grace, (the Duke of Grafton, 
the profiigate Miniſter of 1769) for what 
military merits you have been pleaſed to 
reward him with military government ? 
He had a regiment of dragoons, which 
one would imagine, was at Jeaſt an equi- 
valent for any ſervices he ever performed, 
Beſides, he is but a young officer conſider- 
ing his preferment, and, except in his atti- 
uity at Preften, not very conſpicuous in his 
profeſſion, But it ſeems the ſale of a ci- 
vil employment was not ſufficient, and 
military governments, which were intend- 
ed for the ſupport of worn-out veterans, 
muſt be thrown into the fcale, to defray 
the extenſive bribery of a conteſted elec- 


tion.“ Vol. II. page 24. Mr. Burgoyne 


ſays in the ſpeeches, page 41, that I think 
« myſelf a perſecuted man; I avow,” It was 
not at leaſt at that time, nor by the Duke 


of 
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of Grafton, nor Lord Mansfield, that he 
was perſecuted, For the military outrages at 
Preſton he was only fined by Lord Mans- 
field 10001. not impriſoned, as General Smith 
was for inferior crimes at an election, and 
the Duke of Grafton gave him, as an in- 
demnification, by order of the King, the 
35001. for which he fold a patent place to 
Mr. Hine, &c, &c, &c, 

General Burgoyne's miniature of himſelf is 
a little different from the picture of Junius. 
He boaſts of „ a warm and unſuſpicious 
c heart,” in page 18 of the ſpeeches. 

Monſieur St. Luc le Corne, the Cana- 
dian, now in the Britiſh ſervice as a lead- 
er of the Indians, who had © been for- 
« merly inſtrumental in ſcalping many hun- 
« dred Britiſh ſoldiers,” Speeches, page 7, 
gives us a kind of eleton, in political ana- 
tomy, of General Burgoyne, © i g brave, 
dc mais il eft lourd comme un Allemand, he is 
« brave, but heavy as a German.” — J hope 
he did not mean heavy -I hope Monſieur 
St. Luc L' Evangeliſte was a better painter than 
Monſieur St. Luc le Corne, Conſidered as 


a por- 
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a portrait, it is not a ſtriking reſemblance, 
for of two leading features the German like- 
neſs is miſtaken. 

William Tudor, Eſq; the Judge Advocate 
on the trial of Colonel David Henley, ſhall 
be our other American Painter, He moulds 
beautics in wax, like his countrywoman, the 
celebrated Mrs. Wright. | | | 

« The proceedings have acquired greater 
« force from the abilities of the proſecutor 
« [General Burgoyne] than from their real 
ce merits.” — Trial of Colonel Henley, page 
139. © It is now my duty to ſtate the facts 
& as they riſe from the evidence, ſtripped of 
© all that meretricious colouring which un- 
< common ingenuity and refined eloquence have 
& thrown upon it. —Inſinuations of a gene- 
ce ral maſſacre have been dreſſed out in all 
the pomp which Attic language could give, 
« and wanted only truth to have made it 
<« felt, Pape 140.“ The General has 
cc argued with a 4nowledge and ingenuity that 
cc would do credit to the ableſt of my pro- 
cc feſſion, but the doctrine does not apply, 


ec becauſe there is no proof, nor reaſon to ſup- 
| «c poſe 


ei 

£6 poſe, that the Colonel [Henley] had 
given ſuch orders, or uſed ſuch influence, 
« as to excite men to acts of violence, —His 
e written orders indeed prove the direct con 
cc trary.” page 143. A cauſe ſupported 
« by ſo able an advocate as General Bur- 
% gone.” page 145. 

Not only different portraits, but different 
campariſons have likewiſe been made of Gene- 
ral Burgoyne. There is however nothing ſo 
uniike as a modern compariſon, Let us 
trace it only through three inſtances fo fre- 
quently mentioned, the King, Lord Manſ- 
held, and General Burgoyne. The Sovereign 
is too often compared to Charles I, on ac- 
count of that love of deſpotic power, and 
fatal obſtinacy, which coſt the ſecond Stuart 
the loſs of all his dominions, and his life. 
He conſented however to the death of 
one man, Lord Stafford, with extreme re- 


luctance, and regretted it publicly in his 
laſt moments, How does the reſemblance 
hold with our preſent Sovereign ? He has 
loſt only thirteen provinces, and, thank 
God! is in perfect health, He has ſhewn 

Vor. III. N himſelf 
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himſelf not only the defender of our faith, 
but likewiſe of our · Iiberties, and given 
numberleſs proofs of the utmoſt readineſs to 
comply with the wiſhes of his people, whom 
he tenderly loves. Did he teſtify the leaſt 
weakneſs on the much lamented death of the 
late Chancellor Verte? The Duke of Graf- 
ton has not yet forgotten the witty ſmile, or 
the memorable words, My Lord, you may kill 
the next Percy yourſelf ; but when Junius ſays, 
e he had but that in/tant wiped the tears away, 
& which overcame Mr. Yorke,” does it appear 
that he ſhed any at the ſad cataſtrophe of a 


man of honour from one unguarded hour at 

the Queen's houſe alone with his Prince ? 

No farther purpoſe remained to be anſwered 

by 

Uberrimis ſemper lachrymis, ſemperque pa- 
ratis | 

In ſtatione ſua, atque expectantibus illum 


Quo jubeat manare modo. 
JuveNnaAL, 


But why are we to dwell on the circumſtan- 
ces of the death of any one man, when it 


is avowed chat the lives of thouſands of our 
| fellow 
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fellow ſubjects are by a Stoic apathy out- 
weighed by dirty, yellow droſs? What are 
the words of a ſpeech from the Throne to the 
preſent Parliament, Oct. 27, 1775? © A- 
& mong the unavoidable ill conſequences of 
& this rebellion, none affets me more ſenſibly 
ce than the extraordinary burthen which it 
«© muſt create to my faithful ſubiects. How 
many faithful ſubjects have loſt their lives, as 
well as their fortunes, in this deſtructive 
quarrel, yet the loſs of their fortunes is what 


affetts more ſenſibly ? Jaſin ſought the golden 
fleece, and cared little for the ſheep, 

Lord Mansfield is likewiſe frequently com- 
pared to a former Chief Juſtice, Jeffreys. 
No two characters appear more diſſimilar. 
Jeffreys was deeply concerned in all the ar- 
bitrary proceedings of the reign of James II. 
and diſtinguiſhed for a hatred to Furies, . 
Lord Mansfield has never been a political 
judge. He has with the utmoſt caution 
avoided appearing to take the leaſt part 
in any meaſures of adminiſtration, which 
were not in the immediate line of his legal 

N 2 depart- 


1 
department, as Chief Juſtice of the firſt court 
of criminal Juriſdiction in the kingdom. His 
affection to Ju ies has been marked on every 
trial. He addreſſes the twelve Furymen in the 
ſame mild manner his Majeſty ſpeaks to his 
twelve children. It was a regard to the honour 
and dignity of Furies made the noble Earl 
fluſh in the face, and cry out, Paſs him by, 
when Mr. Benſon's name was called, His 
Lordſhip indeed aſſigned no reaſon, but it 
was well known that Mr. Fenſan had lately 
been refractory upon a former Fury, and even 
doubted of Lord Mansfield's law, This was 
certainly a reflection on the other eleven 
jurymen, who reſigned their right of private 
judgment to the court, and therefore his 
Lordſhip as uſual, paid his court to the Ma- 

Jority. 

General Burgoyne has alſo been compared 
to Cæſur, and others. A great writer ſays, 
cc in his opinion General Burgoyne omes 


« nearer to the character of -lexander, for 
& Alexander took the fireight read to fame, by 
« braving misfortunes, difficulties, and dan- 
tc gers.“ General Burgoyne has undoubt- 

edly 


Cal 3 

edly braved misfortunes, difficulties, and 
dangers, when he took the fireight road not 
| to fame—but to Saratoga—yet how can he be 
compared either to Cz/ar, or Alexander? 
Thoſe conquerors ſubdued the old world. 
General Burgoyne of the new world poſſeſſed 
not an acre, only the ground on which he ſtood, 
and in a more modeſt ſtile than that of a ſauey 
victor, aſked permiſſion to return from whence he 
came, on the expreſs promiſe of coming back 
to America upon demand of the Congreſs, and of 
re-delivering up his perſon into their power, He 
has likewiſe been compared to General Othello, 
more ſpeciouſly than ſolidly, After the pride 
and pomp of gloriaus war, both Generals have 
indeed appeared in all the pride and pomp of 
tragedy, and ſome paſſages have been ſimilar, 
- but on the whole the reſemblance is faint, 
General Burgoyne talks of devaſtation, famine, 
and every concomitant horror. The ſtile of 


General Othello is in the ſame ſpirit of meek- 
neſs, 


Abandon all remorſe, 

On horror's head horrors accumulate, 
Do deeds to make heaven weep, all earth 
amaz'd, | Iv 
N 3 General 


47 1 

General Burgoyne ſpeaks of the meſſengers of 
wrath, and of himſelf as denouncing and execut- 
ing the vengeance of the late. General Othello 
is only more poetical. 
Ariſe, black vengeance, from thy hollow hell. 


Theſe particulars may ſeem deciſive, but it 
muſt be to a very ſuperficial obſerver. Tuo 
other circumftances reſpecting the ue Ge- 
nerals deſtroy all analogy. General Burgoyne 
is a fair-faced Chriftian. General Othello 
was a ſwarthy Pagan. General Othello ſays, 


P've done the ſtate ſome ſervice, and they 
know it, 
but General Burgeyne will not aſſert that any 
man knows, what ſervice he has done the fate. 

The anſwers given by General Burgoyne 
to the various charges brought againſt him, 
eſpecially reſpecting the Indians, whoſe alli- 
ance he ſtrongly recommended, and ſettled 
with the King in the cloſet, have not been 
ſufficiently explicit or convincing. In Lord 
George Germaine's letter to General Carle- 


ton, dated Whitehall, March 26, 1 777) it is 
ſaid, 


1 -. 
ſaid, * As this plan cannot be adyantageouſly 
* executed without the aſſiſtance of Cana- 
« dians and Indians, his Majeſty ſtrongly re- 
6 commends it to your care, to furniſh both 
c expeditions with good and ſufficient bo- 
& dies of thoſe men.” Colonel Butler de- 
clares that „ he diſtributed the King's bounty 
£ among the ſavages.” The Congreſs only 
deſired the neutrality of the ſavages. I am 
firmly perſuaded, that General Burgoyne is, 
as he ſays, an injured individual, Speeches,” 
page 28, and that he has been ill uſed by 
his employers, from not having given that 
kind of ſatisfaction to them, which was ex- 
pected of him, His ſituation is remarkable, 
Men, who juſtified and applauded the maſ- 
ſacre in St. George's Fields, who ſkreened 
and penſioned the murderers of the freehol- 
ders at Brentford, think he has done 700 
little, but the friends of freedom and huma- 
nity are of opinion he has done tos much, 
The bludgeons of the mercenaries at Brent- 
ford, the tomohawks and ſcalping knives of 
our Indian allies in North America, will 


diſgrace the hiſtory of this æra. The fate 
| | "3 0 


« 
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of Mr. Burgoyne has not been ſingular in 


this reign, He has been bargained for, careſ- 
ſed, employ, diſgraced, betrayed, and at 
laſt perſecuted. A ſimilar fate may perhape 
await every man of high rank in the military 
line, who has engaged in the fervice of a de- 
ſpotic adminiſtration to carry on this unjuft 
and barbarous civil war. I really believe that 
Mr. Burgoyne has beyond forgiveneſs offend- 
ed both the King and Lord George Ger- 
maine, by not being ſufficiently ſevere and 
vindictive on many occaſions, by orders not. 
ſavage enough to the meſſengers of wrath, the 
general's and Xing's meſſengers. When the 
late Lord Harcourt attended the levee after 
the gallant exploit of his ſon, Colonel Har- 
court, in the making General Lee priſoner, 
the ſurrounding courtiers crowded on him 
with their compliments, and the fond father 
expected from the Prince, as a perfect judge 
of military merit, a few words of congra- 
tulation, The King was filent, It was 
circulated in whiſpers, that the Sovereign 
had hinted a diſſatisfaction to ſome of the 
King's friends, ready to applaud even ſuch a 
1 ſentiment, 
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ſentiment, that Colonel Harcourt had not 
put General Lee to death. The father re- 


tired broken-hearted, and = long ſur- 
vive. 


As to the actual ſituation of Mr. Burgoyne, 
it is beſt ſtated in his own words, from a 
letter to the Preſident of the Congreſs, dated 
Feb. 11, 1778. „I wilt return to America 
% upon demand of the Congrels ; and, due 
& notice given, re-deliver up iy perſen into 
& their potuer, and abide the common fate of my 


& brethren in this army.” 
American Remembrancer, Vol. VI. p. 159. 


This ruinous war in every point of view 
muſt ſtrike us with horror. The fatal con- 
teſt with our brethren in America, the de- 
ſcendants of Enylifhmen, recalls to my me- 
mory the beautiful words of Subine, the wife 
of one of the Horatii, and the ſiſter of the 
Curiatii, in the ſublime Corneille, 


Albe, ou j'ai commence de reſpirer le jour, 
Albe, mon cher pays, et mon premier amour, 
Lorſqu' entre nous et toi je vous la guerre ou- 
verte, 


Fe crains notre vidloire autant que notre perte. 
HoR Ack. 
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Sd SEED 3 


OF THE 


MARK NI A OED 


Of their Royar Hicnnessts 


Tat DUKES op 


GLOUCESTER and CUMBERLAND, 


(COD PY,) 


At the Court at St. James's the 21ſt 


Day of May, 1773. 
„ is 4.  - 


The K IN G's moſt Excellent MAJjesSTY 


Archbiihop of Canterbury 
Lord Chancellor 

Duke of Newceaſtle 
Lord Chamberlain 
Larl of Denbigh 

Earl of Sandwich 

Earl of Rochford 

Earl of Dartmouth 
Earl of Briſtol] 
Viſcount Townſhend 
Viſcount Falmouth 
Viſcount Howe 
Viſcount Hinchinbrook 
Biſhop of London. 
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MaRRIAGE. TEJ HEREAS 
Order for the Arch- 


biſhop of Canter- Application has 
— +. 3 been made to his Majeſty, 
ſhop of London, to by his Royal Highneſs the 
bore ny bene Duke of Glouceſter, re- 
riages of their Roy- queſting that his Majeſty 
Dake —_— would be pleaſed to give 
ter and Cumber- ſuch Directions as to his 
land. 

Majeſty ſhall ſeem meet, 
that the Marriage of his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of Glouceſter may be duly and pro- 
perly authenticated, as the Time of the De- 
livery of the Ducheſs of Glouceſter draws 
near, His Majeſty having taken the ſame 
into his Royal Conſideration, and being diſ- 
poſed to comply with his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of Glouceſter's Requeſt, to cauſe his 
Royal Higneſs's ſaid Marriage to be authen- 
ticated as ſoon as poſſible, is pleaſed, with the 
Advice of the Privy Council, to order (and it 
js hereby accordingly ordered) that the Moſt 
Reverend Father in God, Frederick, Lord 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Right Ho- 
norable Henry, Lord Apſley, Lord High 
Chancellor of Great Britain, and the Right 
Reverend Father in God Richard, Lord Bi- 

ſhop 
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ſhop of London, do forthwith make Enquiry 
into the Legality of the ſaid Marriage of his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, and 
to certify to his Majeſty at this Board their 
Opinion thereupon, together with the ſeveral 
Proofs of the ſaid Marriage, in order that the 
ſame may be recorded in the Councit Books, 

AND his Majeſty is alſo further pleaſed to 
order (as it is hereby accordingly ordered) 
that the Moſt Reverend Father in God Fre- 
derick, Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the 
Right Honourable Henry, Lord Apſley, Lord 
High Chancellor of Great Britain, and the 
Right Reverend Father in God, Richard, 
Lord Biſhop of London, do alſo make the 
like Enquiry into the Legality of the Mar- 
riage of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Cumberland, and do certify at the ſame Time 
to his Majeſty at this Board their Opinion 
thereupon, together with the ſeveral Proofs 
of the ſaid Marriage, in order that the ſame 
may be recorded in the Council Books, 


The KING's moſt Excellent MajesTy 


in Council. 
In Obedience to your Majeſty's Command 
ſignified by your Order in Council, bearing 
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Date the twenty-firſt of this Inſtant, directing 
us forthwith to make Enquiry into the Le+ 
gality of the Marriage of his Royal Highneſs 
the Duke of Glouceſter, and to certify to 
your Majeſty in Council our Opinion there- 
upon, together with the ſeveral Proofs of the 
ſaid Marriage, in order that the fame may be 
recorded in the Council Books; we did on 
the twenty-ſecond of this Inſtant attend his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, at 
Glouceſter-Houſe, at Seven o'Clock in the 
Afternoon, and do thereupon humbly report 
to your Majeſty, that it does appear to us by 
the ſeveral Proofs which have been laid be- 
fore us (which Proofs, in purſuance of your 
Majeſty's ſaid Order in Council, we have here- 
unto annexed) that a Marriage was ſolem- 
nized on the ſixth Day of September, One 
| thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty-ſix, be- 
tween his ſaid Royal Highneſs William Hen- 
ry, Duke of Glouceſter, and Maria, Counteſs 
Dowager of Waldegrave. 

AND in further Obedience to your Ma- 
jeſty's ſaid Order in Council of the twenty- 
firſt of this Inſtant, directing us to make the 
like Enquiry into the Legality of the Mar- 
riage of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 


Cum 
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Cumberland, and to certify at the ſame 
Time to your Majeſty in Council our Opi- 
nion thereupon, together with the ſeveral 
Proofs of the ſaid Marriage, in order that 
the ſame may be recorded in the Council 
Books; We did attend his Royal Highneſs 
the Duke of Cumberland at Cumberland- 
Houſe, on the twenty-third of this Inſtant, 
at two o'Clock in the Afternoon ; and do 
further humbly report to your Majeſty, that 
it does appear to us, from the ſeveral Proofs 
which have been laid before us (which 
Proofs are alſo hereunto annexed) that a Mar- 
riage was ſolemnized between his ſaid Royal 
Highneſs Henry Frederick, Duke of Cumber- 
land, and the Honorable Anne Horton, Wi- 
dow, on the ſecond Day of October, One 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-one, 


(Sign'd) FRED. Cant. 


May 26, APSLEY, C. 
1773. Ric. London. 
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At Glouceſter Houſe.” 


Saturday the 22d of May, 1773. 
Seven in the Evening. 


His Majeſty having beenpleaſed by his Or- 
der in Council of Yeſterday's Date, ſpecially 
to appoint the Moſt Reverend Father in God, 
Frederick, Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
the Right Honorable Henry, Lord Apfley, 
Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain, and 
the Right Reverend Father in God, Richard, 
Lord Biſhop of London, forthwith to make 
Enquiry into the Legality of the Marriage of 
his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, 
and to certify to his Majeſty in Council - 
their Opinion thereupon, together with the 
ſeveral Proofs of the ſaid Marriage; Their 
Lordſhips did this Afternoon attend his Roy- 
al Highneſs at Glouceſter Houſe, at Seven 
o'Clock ; and his Royal Highneſs being 
aſked ſeveral Queſtions by their Lordſhips, 
he gave Anſwer. and ſigned a Declaration 
thereof in Writing, and depoſed the ſame - 
upon Oath as followeth: 


I W 1L-- 


(#7 

E WILLIAM HENRY, Duke of 
Glouceſter, do declare moſt ſolemnly, that I 
was married to Maria, Counteſs Dowager of 
Waldegrave, on the Sixth of September, One | 
thouſand ſeven- hundred and ſixty-ſix, be- | 
tween the Hours of Seven and Nine in the 
Evening, at her Houſe in Pall-mall, by Ro- 
bert Morton (ſince deceaſed,) one of her do- 
meſtic Chaplains, according, ta the Form of 
the Church of England; and that. no other 
| Perſon was preſent. x | 


(Sign'd) 


_— — 


WILLIAM HENRY. 


SEVERAL Queſtions, being likewiſe: put. to- 
her Royal, Highneſs the Dutcheſs of Glou- 
ceſter by their Lordſhips;; She gave Anſwer,, 
and ſigned. a Declaration thereof in Writing, 
and depoſed: the ſame; upon Oath. as. fol- 
loweth : | 


I MARI A,. Dutcheſs of Glouceſter, do 
ſolemnly declare that I was married to his 
Royal Highneſs William Henry, Duke of 
Glouceſter, on the Sixth of September, One 


thouſand Seven hundred and ſixty- ſix, at my: 
1 Houſe 


18, 1 
Houſe in Pall-mall, between the Hours of 
Seven and Nine in the Evening, by Robert 
Morton (ſince deceaſed,) one of my domeſ- 
tic Chaplains, according to the Forms and 
Ceremonies of the Church of England: no 


other Perſon being preſent, | 
(Sign'd) MARIA. 


CHARLES RAIN SFORD, Lieutenant Co- 
lonel in the Coldſtream Regiment of Foot 
Guards doth depoſe upon his Oath, and 
faith, that his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Glouceſter did, on Saturday the Nineteenth 
of October, One thouſand Seven hundred 
and feventy-one, at Leghorn, declare, ſuppoſ- 
ing himſelf to be upon his Death-bed, that 
he was married to Maria, Counteſs Dowager 
of Waldegrave, with Orders in caſe of his 
Death to go immediately to England, and 


communicate the ſaid Marriage to his Ma- 


jeſty. (Sign'd) 
CHARLES RAINS FORD. 


FREDERICK, Lord Biſhop of Exeter, doth 
depoſe upon his Oath and declare, that on 
Sunday, March the Firſt, One thouſand ſe- 


Vo 
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ven hundred and ſeventy-two, he was in- 
duced to aſk Lady Waldegrave, whether ſhe 
was married to his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of (Glouceſter? She acknowledged to the 
| ſaid Lord Biſhop of Exeter, that ſhe was 
married to his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Glouceſter, at her Houſe in Pall-mall, on 
the Sixth of September, One thouſand ſeven 
hundred and fixty-{ix, between the Hours of 
Seven and Nine in the Evening. But im- 
mediately upon her acknowledging her Mar- 
riage ſhe expreſſing great Anxiety of Mind, 
declaring ſhe had promiſed his Royal High- 
neſs the Duke, never to reveal her Marriage 
till ſhe had his Approbation for ſo doing; 
and on the twenty-fourth of the ſame 
Month of March, ſhe told the ſaid Lord 
Biſhop of Exeter that ſhe was married by 
Mr. Morton (ſince deceaſed} whom the Bi- 
ſhop knew to be one of her domeſtic Chap. - 
lains; and that there were no Witneſſes pre- 


fent. 
(Sign'd) F. EXETER, 


IT appearing by the aforegoing Declara- 
tions of their Royal Highneſſes the Duke and 
Duchets 
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Ducheſs of Glouceſter, that the Clerzyman 
who performed the Marriage Ceremony was 
deceaſed, and that no other Perſon was pre- 
ſent at the Marriage, the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, the Lord Chancellor, and the Bi- 
ſhop of London thought it adviſeable to take 
the two aforegoing Depoſitions of Lieutenant 
Colonel Charles Rainsford, and of Frederick, 
Lord Biſhop of Exeter as a Confirmation of 
the above Declarations of their Royal High- 
neſſes the Duke and Ducheſs of Glouceſter, 


At Cumberland Houle. 


Sunday the 23d of May, 1773. 
Two in the Afternoon. 


His Majeſty having been pleaſed by his 
Order in Council of the twenty-firſt of this 
Inſtant, ſpecially to appoint the Moſt Reve- 
rend Father in God, Frederick, Lord Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, the Right Honorable 
Henry, Lord Apſley, Lord High Chancellor 
of Great Britain, and the Right Reverend 
Father in God, Richard, Lord Biſhop of 
London, forthwith to make Enquiry into the 

Legaàlity 


n= 
Legality of the Marriage of his Royal High- 
neſs the Duke of Cumberland, and to cer- 
tify to his Majeſty in Council their Opinion 
thereupon, together with the ſeveral Proofs 
of the ſaid Marriage; Their Lordſhips did 
this Afternoon attend his Royal Highneſs at 
Cumberland Houſe, at two o'Clock, and 
his Royal Highneſs being afked ſeveral Queſ- 
tions by their Lordſhips, he gave Anſwer, 
and ſigned a Declaration thereof, in Writ- 
ing, and depoſed the ſame upon Oath as 
followeth : 


I HENRY FREDERICE, Duke 
of Cumberland, do ſolemnly declare, that I 
was married to the Honourable Anne Hot- 
ton, Widow, on the ſecond Day of Octo- 
ber, One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſe- 
venty-one, in the Afternoon, between the 
Hours of Six and Eight, at her Houſe in 
Hertford-ſtreet, by William Stevens, Clerk, 
Fellow of St. John's College in Cambridge, 
according to the Rites and Ceremonies of. 
the Church of England, in the Preſence of 
the Honorable Miſs Elizabeth Luttrell : no 
other Perſon being preſent. 

(Sign'd) HENRY. 


SkvE- 
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SEVERAL Queſtions being likewiſe put to 
her Royal Highneſs the Ducheſs of Cumber- 
land by their Lordſhips; She gave Anſwer 
and ſigned a Declaration thereof in Writing, 
and depoſed the ſame upon Oath as fol- 
loweth : 


I ANNE, Dutcheſs of Cumberland, do 
ſolemnly declare that I was married to his 
Royal Highneſs Henry Frederick, Duke of 
Cumberland, on the ſecond Day of October, 
One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- 
one, in the Afternoon, between the Hours 
of Six and Eight, at my Houſe in Hertford- 
ſtreet, by William Stevens, Clerk, Fellow of 
.St, John's College in Cambridge, according 
to the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church 
.of England, in the Preſence of the Honorable 
Miſs Elizabeth Luttrell: no other Perſon 


being preſent. 
| (Sign'd) ANNE. 


WILLIAM STEVENS, Clerk, Fellow of 
St. John's College in Cambridge, doth de- 
poſe upon his Oath, that he did on the ſe- 
-cond Day of October, One thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy-one, marry his Royal 
I Highneſs 
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Highneſs Henry Frederick, Duke of Cum- 
berland, to the Honorable Anne Horton, be- 
tween the Hours of Six and Eight in the 
Afternoon, at her Houſe in Hertford- ſtreet, 
according to the Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Church of England, in the Preſence of the 
Honorable Miſs Elizabeth Luttrell: no other 
Perſon being preſent. And did immediately 
after the Ceremony performed make a Me- 
morandum thereof, which was ſigned by all 
the Parties, and has ever ſince been in his 
Cuſtody, and now produces the ſame. 5 
(Sign'd) WILLIAM STEVENS. 


Tux Honorable Elizabeth Luttrell doth 
upon her Oath depoſe, that ſhe was preſent 
on the ſecond Day of October, One thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-one, be- 
tween the Hours of Six and Eight in the 
Evening, when the marriage Ceremony was 
performed between his Royal Highneſs Hen- 
ry Frederick, Duke of Cumberland, and the 
Honorable Anne Horton, at her Houſe in 
Hertford-ſtreet, by Mr. Stevens, according 
to the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church 
of England : no other Perſon being preſent. 
(Sign'd) ELIZABETH LUTTRELL, 


A Mar- 


t wi 1 
A Marriage was ſolemnized this ſeeonlf 
25971, Day of October, between us Henry 
. Frederick, Anne Horton, by me 
William Stevens, Fellow of:St. John's Col- 
Jege, Cambridge, in the Preſence of Eliza- 
'beth Luttrell. 


J the underwritten Stephen Cottrell, one 
of the Clerks of his Majeſty's Moſt Honor- 
able Privy Council, do hereby certify that the 
above Memorandum of the Marriage of their 
Royal Highneſſes the Duke and Ducheſs of 
Cumberland, is the Memorandum produced 
by William Stevens, Clerk (the Miniſter who 
performed the Office of Marriage between 
| their faid Royal Highneſſes) and was deliver- 
ed by the ſaid William Stevens, this 23d 
Day of May, 1773, as referred to in his De- 
poſition. 


(Sign'd) 


«STEPHEN COTTRELL, (L. S:) 
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At the Court at St. James's the 26th 


Day of May, 1773. 


PK ES E N 


The K IN G's moſt Excellent MAI EST 


Archbiſhop of Canterbury 

Lord Chancellor 

Duke of Ancaſter 

Lord Chamberlain 

Earl of Denbigh 

Earl of Sandwich 

Earl of Rochford 

Earl of Marchmont f 
Earl of Dartmouth 

Earl of Briſtol 
Viſcount Townſhend 

Viſcount Falmouth 

Viſcount Clare | 
Viſcount Hinchinbrook | , 
Lord North | j 
Biſhop of London 

Lord Edgcumbe 

Lord Hyde 

James Stuart Mackenzie, os 

Wellbore Ellis, Eſq; 

Sir Gilbert Elliot 

Richard Rigby, Eſq; 

Sir Liwrence Dundas. 
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| Manriace. TG þEREAS 
Order direRing the 2 
een there was this Day 
endings . roger A read at the Board, a Report 
— from the Moſt Reverend 


Dukes of Glouceſ- Father in God, Frederick, 
ter and Cumber- 3 5 
land, to be entered Lord Archbiſhop of Canter- 


n | bury, the Right Honorable 

| Henry, Lord Apſley, Lord 
High Chancellor of Great Britain, and the 
Right Reverend Father in God, Richard,. 
Lord Biſhop of London, upon Enquiry by 
them made (in purſuance of his Majeſty's 
Order in Council, bearing Date the twenty- 
firſt of this Inſtant) into the Legality of the 
Marriage of his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of Glouceſter; and likewiſe into the Lega- 
lity of the Marriage of his Royal Highneſs- 
the Duke of Cumberland, which Report is 
in the Words following: 


„ To the KIN G's moſt Excellent MA- 


IEsT in Council. 


«« In Obedience to your Majeſty's Com- 
« mands, ſignified by your Order in Council, 
„ bearing Date the twenty- firſt of this In- 
« #tant, directing us forthwith to make En- 

«© quiry 
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<< quiry into the Legality of the Martiage 


ce of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
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Glouceſter, and to certify to your Majeſty 
in Council our Opinion thereupon, to- 


gether with the ſeveral Proofs of the ſaid 


Marriage, in order that the ſame may be 
recorded in the Council Books; we did 
on the twenty-ſecond of this Inſtant attend 
his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter, at Gloucefter-Houſe, at Seven 
o'Clock in the Afternoon, and do there- 


upon humbly report to your Majeſty, that 


it does appear to us by the ſeveral Proofs 
which have been laid before us (which 


Proofs, in purſuance of your Majeſty's ſaid 


Order in Council, we have hereunto an- 
nexed) that a Marriage was ſolemnized 
on the ſixth Day of September, One 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- ſix, be- 
tween his ſaid Royal Highneſs William 
Henry, Duke of Glouceſter, and Maria, 
Counteſs Dowager of Waldegrave. 

« AND in further Obedience to your 
Majeſty's ſaid Order in Council of the 
twenty-firſt of this Inſtant, directing us 
to make the like Enquiry into the Lega- 
lity of the Marriage of his Royal High- 


neſs the Duke of Cumberland, and to 
b 2 certify 
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<c. certify at the ſame Time to your Ma- 
4c jeſty in Council our Opinion thereupon, 
4 together with the ſeveral Proofs of the. 
4 ſaid Marriage, in order that the ſame 
c may be recorded in the Council Books; 
« We did attend his Royal Highneſs the 
< Duke” of Cumberland at Cumberland 
<<. Houſe, on the twenty-third of this In- 
« ſtant, at two o'Clock in the Afternoon; 
« and do further humbly report to your 
0 Majeſty, that it does appear to us, from 
<< the ſeveral Proofs which have been laid 
< before us (which Proofs are alſo here- 
cc unto annexed) that a Marriage was ſolem- 
< nized between his ſaid Royal Highneſs 
« Henry Frederick, Duke of Cumberland, 
«© and the Honorable Anne Horton, Wi- 
* dow, on the ſecond Day of October, 
One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- 
4 one, 


6 (Sign'd) 
<< FRED. Cant. 


© « APSLEY, C. 


«« Ric, London.“ 


His 


DL XXI 
His Majeſty having taken the ſaid Report 
into Conſideration ; and the ſeveral Declara- 
tions, Depoſitions, and Proofs of the ſaid 
Marriages of their Royal Highneſſes having 
been read in Council, was pleaſed, with the 
Advice of his Privy Council, to order that the 
ſaid Report of the Moſt Reverend Father in 
God, Frederick, Lord Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, the Right Honorable Henry, Lord 
Apſley, Lord High Chancellor of Great 
Britain, and the Right Reverend Father in 
God, Richard, Lord Biſhop of London, to- 
' gether with the Whole of their Proceedings 
in making the aforeſaid Enquiry into the 
Legality of the ſaid Marriages, and the ſeve- 
ral Declarations, Depoſitions, and Proofs of 
the ſame, be entered and recorded in the 


Books of the Council Office. 


1 Whitehall 


1 ü 


| Council Whitehall Council Office, 27 
Book, folio | 
207.) | May, 1773, Half paſt 12 


o'Clock. 


I am ordered by the 
$04221408- Lords of the Council to 
Letter, tranſmitting tranſmit the incloſed Packet 


Copy of the Whole 


of the above Pro- | . 
ceedings to the Duke to his Roy al Highneſs the 
of Glouceſter. Duke of Glouceſter ; and 


am to deſire that you will be pleaſed to pre- 
ſent the ſame to his Royal Highneſs accord- 


ingly. 
I have the Honor to be, &c. 


(Sign'd) STEPH, COTTRELL, 


To 
Lieut. Colonel Charles Rainsford, 


at Glouceſter Houle. 
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(folio 208.) MEMORANDUM, The Papers con- 
tained in the above-mentioned Packet to his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, 
were a Duplicate of his Majeſty's Order in 
Council, of the 21ſt of this Inſtant, direc- 
ting the Archbiſhop- of Canterbury, the 
Lord Chancellor, and the Biſhop of Lon- 
don, to make Enquiry into the Legality of 
the Marriages of their Royal Highneſſes the 
Duke of Glouceſter and the Duke of Cum- 
berland; A Copy of their Lordſhips Re- 
port in purſuance of the ſaid Order; A 
Copy of the Proceedings at Glouceſter 
Houſe and Cumberland Houſe; and like- 
wile a Duplicate of the aforegoing Order of 
his Majeſty in Council, of the 26th of this 
Inſtant, directing the Whole of the ſaid Pro- 
ceedings, to be entered and recorded in the 


Books of the Council Office. 


b 4 Liss 
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- MARRIAGE. LIEE Letter with the 


Letter tranſmitting aforegoing was ſent to 


a Copy of the Whole , . f 
of 54 above Pro- Lieut. ' Col, Deaken at 


ceedings to the Duke Cumberland Houſe, with 
of Cumberland. 

a Packet for his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland, contain- 
ing the ſame Papers with thoſe in the afore- 
mentioned Packet to his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of Glouceſter. 


A TRUE Copy from the Original Papers 
and Minutes, preſerved in the Council Book, 
Whitehall, (beginning 1ſt Jan. 1773, and 
ending 29th April, 1774, indorſed Geo. III. 
No 10.) examined in the Preſence of his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, 
who acknowledged the Signature to his own 
Declaration. And the Rev. Mr. Philip Du- 
val attending at this Examination, and view- 
ing the ſeveral Signatures, did declare, that 
he was preſent and did ſee their Royal High- 
neſſes, the Dukes and Dutcheſſes of Glou- 
ceſter and Cumberland, the Biſhop of Exe- 
ter, Charles Rainsford, Eſq; the Rev. Mr. 

ö William 
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William Stevens, and the Honorable Miſs 
Elizabeth Luttrell, ſign the ſaid original 
Papers, to which their Names are reſpec- 
tively ſubſcribed. The Whole examined by 
me, and ſigned at the Bottom of each Page, 
with the Initials of my Name and Office, 
this 26th Day of April, 1775. 


(Sign'd) 


IsAAc HEARD, Norroy. 
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Tux Preceding, from Page i to Page xxy, 

incluſively, is faithfully copied from the 
Regiſter, 5 D. 14, in the College of Arms, 
this 22d of October, 1778, by 


 Fras, TowNsEN D, 
Rouge- Croix, in Waiting. 


FIR 
26 DE 
gy 


His 
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| 


Him and the Heirs Male of his Body, 


His Royal Highneſs Witt Henry, Duke of 


JLOUCESTER, 


William Henry, third Son of Frenerrcs, 


late Prince of WALEs, and AUGUsTA, late Princeſs 


of Warks, and Brother to his preſent Majeſty, 
born 14 Nov. 1743, in L. Houſe, in the Pariſh of 


St. Anne, Weſtminſter, and baptized the 25th of 
the ſaid Month. Elected Knight of the moſt Noble 


Order of the Garter, 27 May, 1762. Inſtalled 22 


September following, Created by Patent, dated 19 
Nov. 1764, Duke of Glouceſter and Edinburgh in 
Great Britain; and E. of Connaught in Ireland, to 


1 
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Sophia Matilda, eldeſt Daughter, born in 

Glouceſter Houſe, in the Pariſh of St. George, Ha. 

nover-ſquare, 29 _ 17735 baptized 26 June 
following. 


This Pedigree proved before the Committee of Privileges in the ZTouſe Lordi, I ith April, 1775. 


At the ſame Time delivered into the Houſe the Proofs 
of the Marriages of their Royal Highneſſes the Dukes 


of Glouceſter and Cumberland, which I examined in 
the Preſence of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter, with the Originals in the Books of the Privy 


Council, Whitehall, 


ISAAC HEARD, Norroy, 


| | 


EY 


| 
{ 


grave, Relic of James W. Earl Wald. Lnight of 
the moſt Noble Order of the Garter. 

Married to his Royal Highneſs the 6th od of 
Sept. 1766, at her Houſe in Pall-mall, by the Re- 
verend Mr, Robert Morton, her domeſtic Chaplain 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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Cazolina Auguffa Mazla, 2d Daughter, born in \ Glok- 


ceſter Houſe aforeſaid, 24th June, 1774, baptized 


224 July following z died 14th March, 1775, buried 
224 of the faid Month, in the Choir of the Chapel 
of St. George, at Windſor, in the County of * 


ISAAC HEARD, Norroy. 


— 1 —— 


Mazia UWalpole, Counteſs Dowager Wallle- 2 


| 
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